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131 Morristown Rigad
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
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March 26, 1993

Mr. Patrick R. Anderson (3HW21)

Chief S. E. Pennsylvania Remedial Section
United States Environmental Erotectlon,Agency
Region III . = . ]
841 Chestnut Bulldlng
Philadelphia, PA 19107

_Dear Mr. Anderson:

In accordance with the Declaration for the Record of
Decision for the C&D Recycling site in Foster Township,
Pennsylvania dated September 30, 1992, I am attaching AT&T's L
technical submission which addresses and ‘resolves the issue
of the on-site containment cell and its ablllty to meet the
State ARARS. This submission is within the 180-day time
period identified in the ROD, and addresses and resolves
(among gther things) the issues of leachate collection,
depth to groundwater and liner 1solatlon distance.

In addition, I am attachlng a copy of the Pacli Rall
Yard Superfund site ROD which was issued in July of 1992,
This ROD, which was approved by the PADER calls for the
solidification and stabilization of the contaminants and
disposal in an on-site "containment cell". A review of the

- ROD indicates that this remediation is very closely aligned

with the C&D site issues. The new information presented
here may be helpful to you in your rev1ew of the containment

cell at Cs&D.

We appreciate in advance your efforts in the
consideration of the attached documents.

If there are any gquestions or clarifications that you
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s S = o —.



might need, please have your,projédt manager contact Joe
Chikowski on (908}204-8249. ,

Very truly yours,

F. Dixon-wWilliams

Corporate Superfund
Manager

Copy (w/o att.) to:

S. L. Laskowski, USEPA
J. McDowell, USEPA — L .
C. Rodriguez, Esqg., USEPA -
R. L. McMurry, Esqg., AT&T
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ON-SITE CONTAINMENT CELL
TECHNICAL AND REGULATORY COMPLIANCE
EVALUATION

C&D RECYCLING SITE
FOSTER TOWNSHIP, LUZERNE COUNTY
PENNSYLVANIA

29 March 1993

Prepared on behalf of: .. ____ .

AT&T Nassau Metals
Staten Island, New York

Prepared by:

ERM-Northeast

475 Park Avenue South
7th Floor

New York, NY 10016
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

This document is intended to provide the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) Region III and the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Resources (PADER) with additional information
concerning the construction of an on-sité containment cell at the C&D
Recycling Site in Foster Township, Luzerne County Pennsylvania
(hereinafter referred to as the Site). 7 -

Recent regulatory actions pertaining to the Site culminated in a Record of
Decision (ROD) issued by the USEPA Region III office on September 30,
1992. In that ROD, the USEPA selected Remedial Alternative V.
Alternative V is comprised of nine common actions in conjunction with
stabilization of ash, soil and 'sedimertlt'(s'_tva‘bi_;]ized materia]s) and subsequent
removal to an off-site disposal facility. ’Ir'h’ei ROD also stipulated that the
USEPA may modify its selection of Remedial Alternative V pending a
demonstration that construction of an on-site containment cell, a
component of Remedial Alternative VI, can provide an equally or more
protective remedy which is cost effective and complies with all applicable,
relevant and appropriate requirements (ARARs).

The Feasibility Study (FS) Repdrt preéeﬁted a detailed evaluation of a
conceptual plan to construct an on-site containment cell at the Site for the
purpose of isolating the stabilized materials. For the purpose of the
evaluation in the FS, a specific area of the Site for construction of the on-
site containment cell was identified. This area of the Site is referred to as
the shale pit. The detailed evaluation in th_e: FS Réﬁort focused on the
shale pit area becaﬁse it appeared to meet applicablé criteria and was an
existing depression. However, the focused evaluation in the FS was not
meant to suggest the shale pit area was the only location on the Site where
an on-site containment cell cbuld be pliac:.eﬁi.E Iﬁrfact,r a geotechnical

evaluation was completed as part of the FS in an area in the northeastern
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portion of the Site. That geotechnical evaluation concluded that the

northeastern portion of the Site was also suitable for construction of an on-

site containment cell.

This evaluation report presents new and enhanced information regarding

construction of an on-site containment cell to hold stabilized ash, soil and

sediment collected during the remediation. As part of this evaluation both
the area of the shale pit and the northeastern portion of the Site are
considered as poss1b1e locatlons for an on-s1te containment cell. The ”
approximate posmon of an on-site contamment cell at these two locatlons
is shown in Plates 1 and 2. These plates also 1nclude addmonal information

which will be referred to in subsequent sections of this evaluation report. -

The locations of the two on-site containment cells shown in Plates 1 and 2
were chosen to complete the "more focused" evaluation requested by
USEPA and PADER. The twor locations shov?n in these Plates are not
meant to imply they are the only possible locations at the Site where an
on-site containment cell can be constructed. The locations were simply
chosen to assist in the "more focused" _evaluation particulaﬂy with resf)ect
to the PA Residual Waste Management Regulatlons, for an on-51te
containment cell ina vpec1f1c locatlon of the Slte

Also, the areal extent of the two proposed on-51te containment cells shown

in Plates 1 and 2 represent a maximum volume capac1ty des1gn as

described in the FS Report Hence the radlal dlstances from the edges of -

these cells are from the maximum hrmts of the ceil The on-site
containment cell whlch is subsequently d651gned w111 actually occupy a

smaller area.

ERM-NORTHEAST 1-2 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT1.0
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1.1

PROPOSED PLAN SUMMARY

The USEPA issued a proposed plan for the Site for public comment in
April 1992, The proposed plan identified the preferred remedy as
Remedial Alternative VI with modified or new common actions. As stated
above, Remedial Alternative VI included construction of an on-site
containment cell to hold stabilized ash, soil and sediment collected during

the remediation. e

The proposed plan concluded that Reijlcdiﬁl Alternative VI, which
included construction of an on-site containment cell, provided the best
balance of tradeoffs among the various alternatives evaluated in the FS
Report. This evaluation focused on sevcﬁ of nine evaluation criteria set

forth in the National Contingency Plan (NCP), These seven criteria are:

1)  Overall Protection of Human Health and the Environment
2)  Compliance with ARARs

3)  Long-Term Effectiveness and Permanence

4)  Reduction of Toxicity, Mobility and Volume

5) Short-Term Effectiveness

6) Implementability

7) Cost

The first two criteria, overall protection of human health and the
environment and compliance with ARARS, are referred to as threshold
criteria. Basically, any preferred alternative must meet these two criteria in
order to be selected. The remaining five Criteria are referred to as
balancing criteria. These criteria are used tb compare each alternative to
the other to enable selection or recommendation of the one alternative

which, on balance, is best suited for a site.

ERM-NORTHEAST "1-3 . ©631.00203\CADSTEV.RPT\SECT1.0
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The proposed plan concluded that Remedial Alternative VI, which
included construction of an on-site containment cell, met the threshold
. criteria, The document further pointed out that the elements in ash, soil
and sediment could not be destroyed. Thus, according to the document,
off-site disposal of stabilized materials did not provide a reduction in risk
beyond that provided by the remedial alternative which included
construction of an on-site containment cell. Off-site disposal simply

transferred the residual risk to a new location.

In the case of ARARs, the USEPA stated that it believed the preferred
alternative, which included con_stnictiop of an on-site containment cell, will
attain ARARs. However, the agency retained the optioh of issuing an
Explanation of Significant Differences or ROD Amendment if, during
remedial design or as part of a five year review, it is determined the

preferred remedy does not meet ARARs.

The preferred alternative in the proposed plan also fared well in

. comparison of the balancing criteria. The proposed plan indicated that the
remedial alternative which included construction of an on-site containment
cell satisfied the statutory preference for treatment as a principal element
and used permanent solutions and alte@gﬁy_e__treatment technologies to the
maximum extent practicable. Finally, it was noted in the proposed plan that
the preferred alternative was cost effective and provided the greatest

degree of protection from risks for reasonable costs.

After the public comment périod on the proposed plan, the USEPA weighs

the two remaining evaluation criteria. These two criteria are:

8) State Acceptance
9) Community Acceptance

ERM-NORTHEAST 1-4 631 .mz.os\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECﬁI
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1.2

These final two criteria are referredtoasmaalfymgf criteria. They are
factored into the final balancing prior to the USEPA selecting a remedy.
The incorporation of these two modifying criteria are discussed in the
ROD. L

RECORD OF DECISION (ROD) SUMMARY

The USEPA issued a ROD for the Site on September 30, 1992. The
selected remedy in the ROD differed from the preferred remedy described
in the proposed plan. Essentially, the selected remedy in the ROD
consisted of the nine common actions in éonjunction with Remedial
Alternative V, which specified stabilization of ash, soil and sediment and

subsequent removal to an off-site disposal facility.

However, as previously stated in section 1.0, the ROD provided for the
option of modifying the selected remedial alternative. This modification
would allow construction of an on-site containment cell pending a
demonstration that such a cell is shown to be an equally or more protective
remedy which is also cost effective and comphes with all ARARs.

The ROD contains a section which documents significant differences
between the preferred remedy in the proposed plan and the selected
remedy. This section suggests that the USEPA evaluation of the two
modifying criteria, Estate and commumty acéeptahce, were a factor in the
decision to select a remedy that was different than the preferred remedy in

the proposed plan.

In the case of state acceptance, the ROD indicates that the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania could not "...concur with the construction of an on-site
containment cell until more information concerning the design of the on-

Site containment cell is available to ensure compliance with Pennsylvania’s

ERM-NORTHEAST 1-5 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RFT\SECT1.0
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1.3

residual waste management regulations, although no current information

prevented the location of a containment cell at the Site."

In the case of community acceptance, the ROD simply states that, " The
comment reviewed from the community in which the Site is located were

strongly in favor of off-Site disposal of stabilized material".

As an apparent consequence of the USEPA evaluation of these two
modifying criteria, the ROD selected off-site disposal of stabilized ash, soil
and sediment. Simultaneously, the ROD set forth a 180 day time frame for
a demonstration to support modifying the selected remedial alternative to

allow construction of an on-site containment cell.
POST RECORD OF DECISION (ROD) ACTIVITIES

AT&T Nassau (Nassau) senit a letter to the USEPA, dated October 30,
1992, taking issue with the selected remedy in the ROD (see Attachment
A). The position which Nassau took in the October 30, 1992 letter
maintained that the ROD did not contain any new facts or data not known
at the time the proposed plan was issued and, thus, did not substantiate
any reasons for the USEPA’s reversal of the preferred remedy in the
proposed plan. Furthermore, Nassau stated that the information it believes
is required to support selection of the r‘éhied}mwhich allows construction of
an on-site containment cell was alreaay presented to USEPA in documents
developed during the Remedial Investigation Varmd Feasibﬂity Study
(RI/FS). Nevertheless, Nassau indicatéd_a willingness to meet with the
USEPA to clearly identify the type of information sought by the agency.
The PADER sent a letter to USEPA ’coﬁé’eming the ROD which was dated
December 23, 1992 (see Attachment A). In that letter, PADER took the
position that the USEPA did not satisfy the requirements of the NCP. In
summary, that position was based on the fact that "... the analysis of the

ERM-NORTHEAST 1-6  ~ 631.00203\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT1.0
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alternative remedies pmposed ﬁﬁder the cﬁteria set forth in CERCI.A and

the NCP, as documented in the Record of Decision, does not provide
documented reasons to support the ultimate decision to select Alternative 5
[which includes off-site disposal]l." Furthermore, the PADER letter states
that "...the Documentation of Significant Differences section of the final
ROD does not adequately explain wﬁy EPA chosé Alternative 5 over

Alternative 6."

The USEPA respondéd to the October 30, 1992 letter from Nassau via
letter dated December 29, 1992 (see Attachment A). In that letter the
agency expanded upon the basis behind its decision to select the remedial
alternative which included off-site disposal of stabilized materials rather
than the preferred remedy identified in the proposed plan which provided
for construction of an on-site containment cell. Basically, the USEPA
reiterated that the selected remedy in the ROD was based on careful
consideration and comparative evaluaiibn of the nine criteria set forth in
the NCP. -

The USEPA letter indicates that the "... lack of community acceptance of
EPA’s preferred remedial alternative and the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s uncertain position on the adequacy of the information
needed to support selection of an on-Site 'di;sposal alternative were
balanced against the reasons supporting the preferréd on-Site remedial
alternative. " This balancing allegedly prompted the USEPA to change the
its decision regarding the prefefféd remedial alternative in the proposed
plan to the selected remedy in the ROD which stipulated off-site disposal.

The USEPA letter restates the fact that the agency has the option of
modifying the ROD, under certain conditions, and selecting the alternative
which includes construction of an on-site containment cell to hold
stabilized ash, soil and sediment. The letter also states that the

Administrative Record and ROD contain documents or language already
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indicative of the level of protection and cost effectiveness of the alternative
which includes construction of an on-site disposal cell. Therefore, the issue
of ARARSs, specifically state ARARS, is the area which requires more

elaboration.

Toward that end, the USEPA letter recommends further evaluation of
certain sections of the Pennsylvania (PA) Residual Waste Management
Regulations. The cited sections of the PA Residual Waste Management
Regulations which the USEPA suggestéd a more focused evaluation were:
§ 287.127; § 287.132; § 287.134; § 288.112; § 288.113; § 288.121-127;

§ 288.412(a)(1); § 288.422; § 288.423; and, § 288.432.

The USEPA letter states that the intent of the focused evaluation was not
to require a remedial design. Rather, the focused evaluation was intended

to address each of the substantive issues raised in the aforementioned

sections of the PA Residual Waste Management Regulations.

After receipt of the USEPA letter, Nassau responded in a letter dated
January 15, 1993 by again taking the position that the information
requested by the USEPA 7a1réady existed on April 24, 1992 when the
agency issued the proposed plan (seeAttachxﬁent A). Additionally, one of
the attachments to Nassau’s letter included a 13 page "focused evaluation”
of the sections of the PA Residuz_ilr Waé_tc Manégement Regulations cited in
the USEPA letter. This attachment cog@éiﬁéd a brief description of the
cited section followed by references to various documents developed during
the RI/FS which contained the substaﬁtive iix_lformation in question.
Therefore, Nassau remained unclear as to rwihat adqitional information the

USEPA needed and requested a meeting with representatives of the
agency.

A meeting was held between representatives of USEPA, PADER and
Nassau on February 9, 1993. The purpose of the meeting was to identify

ERM-NORTHEAST 1-8 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT1.0
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which sections of the PA Residual Waste Management Regulations

required a more "focused evaluation”. .= == .

To facilitate this effort, Nassau gave a presentation on the technical
rationale behind of construction of an on-site containment cell at the Site.
There were two possible locations for the on-s1te conta.mment cell
discussed at the meetmg One locatlon was the sha.le p1t and the other was
in the northeastern portion of the S1te The format of the presentation
followed the outline of the PADER Re51dual Waste Landfill Permit
Application Form D. This form is entitled, Exclusionary Area
Criteria/Environmental Assessment Process for Residual Waste
Management Facilities. _ o

The basic technical information which supported Nassau’s presentation was
contained in various RI/FS documents. Th§refore, following the
presentation, Nassau offered to prepare a document which would expand
the information in areas identified by both USEPA and PADER and

develop a comprehensive package for this review.

USEPA and PADER representatives éoncurred with this approach and
reiterated that document should address the sectlons of the PA Residual
Waste Management Regulations prevmusly mentioned in the December 29,
1992 letter from USEPA to Nassau. PADER representatives added one
section of the Residual Waste Management Regulations to those previously
mentioned. This was § 288.425 Basic Tre‘atn:1ent Methods. Also, PADER
agreed to supply Nassau with the Permit Aﬁplication Forms for Residual
Waste Management Facilities to assist it 111 breparing the comprehensive

document.

ERM-NORTHEAST 19 631.002.03\CADSTEV. RPT\SECT1 0
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1.4

ORGANIZATION OF REPORT

This evaluation report is comprised of five sections. These sections are
intended to provide a project overview which has lead to this report and
address each of the items covered in the ROD which USEPA indicates are
necessary to modify the selected remedy to permit construction of an on-

site containment cell.

Section 1.0 provides a summary of the recent project events which have
lead to the preparaﬁon of this report. Section 2.0 addresses the question of
whether the on-site containment cell Wﬂl-pl»'bvide the same, or higher
degree of protection of human health and the environment. Section 3.0 is
an in-depth review of how the on-site containment cell complies with the
substantive requirements of the PA Residual Waste Management
Regulations (State ARARs). Section 4.0 compares the cost of the remedy
which involves an on-site containment cell and the' remedy which involves
off-site disposal. Lastly, a summary and recommendation is provided in
Section 5.0.

ERM-NORTHEAST - 1-10 _ 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT1.0
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2.0

EVALUATION OF OVERALL PROIECTION OF HUMAN HEALTH AND
THE ENVIRONMENT

The NCP requires selection of a remedy which provides protection of
human health and the environment. As stated in section 1.7, this evaluation

measure is a threshold criteria which must be met by the selected remedy.

The USEPA has determined that the curreﬁtly selected remedy, which
involves off-site disposal of stabﬂjzed_mateﬁals, meets this threshold
criteria. Therefore, to assess whether the selected remedy should be
modified to provide for the placement of stabilized materials in an on-site
containment cell, a comparison of the degree to which these two options

protect human health and the environment is necessary.

The RI/FS (Risk Assessment and Eéological Assessment Reports) defined
the baseline risk posed to the Site under cui:,ent conditions. The remedial
alternatives which involved either off-site disposal of stabilized materials or
placement in an on-site containment cell would eliminate or reduce, to
acceptable levels, the human health and environmental risks related to Site
conditions, o |

The RI/FS also determined that the primary risks posed by the Site are
due to the potentiai for ingestion of lead in on-site and adjacent off-site
surface soil. Therefore, the excavationraﬁd'stabﬂization of ash and soil
would significantly reduce the potential risks from exposure. Placement of
the stabilized material in an on-site coVéred; containment unit would
eliminate the potential for human exposure to soil and for the potential
release to the environment of Site related chemicals in soil through wind or

storm water erosion or leaching.

Additionally, the on-site dispoéal cell would be éoﬁstruéted with a cover

and liner system designed in accordance with conventional technologies to
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provide long-term protection from waste materials. The use of these
containment measures for stabilized'materials serves as another set of
protective measures in addition to stabilization. Since the cover and liner
would be designed (minimum maintenance, storm water and erosion
control, subsidence controis), constructed and maintained (thirty year
period, groundwater monitoring, maintenance, restricted access) to meet
current PA Residual Waste Managemént Regulations, it will function as
intended and continue to provide __pi'btectioﬁ against potential human health
and environmental risks from ash, soil and sediment with little, if any,
maintenance. The leak detection system iﬁcluded in the liner design and
the groundwater monitoring program would provide a reliable method of
monitoring the effectiveness of stabiﬁ;éfioﬁ aﬁd 6n—site disposal of

stabilized materials.

The containment measures provided by an on-site containment cell may
likely be more protective of human health and the environment than those
provided by off-site disposal. This is because the on-site containment cell
would be designed and constructed to meet current PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations with respect to liner and cover requirements.
The liner would include impermeable primary (i.e., leachate collection) and
secondary (i.e., leak detection) liner components. The cover would also
include an impermeable synthetic membrane liner (e.g., 60 mil HDPE).

Existing off-site residual waste landfills which would accept the stabilized
materials (after PADER approval) we';';; not éonstructed,ﬁnder the new
regulations. Also, since these existing off-site residual waste landfills are
commercial facilities, the unit in which the stabilized materials will be
placed may likely be open for an indetermiilate amount of -time. This
would prolong the time the stabﬂized material is exposed to the elements,
since only daily or intermediate cover would probably be applied. Although
the probability of stabilized materials leaching constituents when exposed

to the elements is remote, placement in a commercial facility will limit
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control of the waste once it is stabilized and leaves the Site.

The ROD characterized the placement of stabilized materials in an on-site
containment cell or removal of these materials to an off-site disposal site as
providing, "...the highest degree of protection of human health..." (see ROD
page 55). With respect to the environment, the ROD indicated that three
of the possible remedial alternatwes mcludmg the alternative which consist
of construction of an on-site contamment ce agmfxcantly reduce or
eliminate potential envu'onmental unpacts by preventing migration..." (see
ROD page 56). In particular, the ROD stat@s that the off-site disposal of
stabilized materials "...does not provide a reduction in risk beyond that
provided by Alternative 5 [ which includes construction of an on-site
containment cell], but rather transfers minimal risk to a new location..."
(see ROD page 71 % C). Therefore, the regulatory judgement is that the
on-site containment cell is equally, or more, protectlve of human health

and the environment as off-site disposal.

This regulatory judgement was reiterated in the December 29, 1992 letter
from USEPA to AT&T. In that letter it states that, " Since the
Administrative Record and the ROD contain documents or language
already indicative of the level of prdtéction anfil cost-effectiveness of the
on-site disposal alternative, the issue of ARARs, and specifically State
ARARSs, requires more elaboration”. This statement hy USEPA is
consistent with the ROD and the conclusion in the proposed plan which
recommended the reredial alternative which included placing the material

in an on-site containment cell.

In summary, the FS Report, proposed plan and descriptions in the ROD
confirm that placing the stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell
is equally, or more protective of human health and the environment as the

remedy which specifies off-site disposal of Vst:ablhzed materials.
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3.0 EVALUATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH ARARs

. This section of the report elaborates on the NCP evaluation criteria which
is intended to determine whether the compbnents of a selected remedial
alternative meets apphcable Federal and State laws and regulations. This
elaboration is premlsed upon the fagt_ that CERCLA (§ 121[e]) exempts
any response actlon conducted entlrely 011-51te from havmg to obtain a
Federal, State, or local permit, where the actlon is carried out in 7
compliance with aforementioned CERCLA section § 121. Consequently,
on-site actions need to comply with the substantive aspects of ARARs and
not the administrative requirements. Comphance with these substantive
aspects needs to be demonstrated in the FS Report, Proposed Plan and
ROD. o

As a threshold criteria, comphance w1t11 ARARs is essentlal to selection of
a remedy. The remedial alternative mvolvmg construction of an on-site
containment cell complies with all Federal ARARs. This is clearly stated
. on page 56 of the ROD. With respect to State ARARSs, the only
outstanding question concerns the degre_e ‘to which the on-site containment

cell complies with PA Residual Waste ,Management Regulations.

Therefore, the "focused evaluation” regardmg comphanoe with ARARs that
is presented in this section concentrates on the technical issues pertaining
to the PA Residual Waste Management Regulatlons as they relate to the
on-site containment cell. In partlcular, the "focused evaluation" addresses
the sections of the PA Residual Waste Management Regulations previously
cited by USEPA and PADER as requiring further elaboration.
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3.1

EVALUATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH SUBSTANTIVE ASPECTS OF
PA RESIDUAL WASTE MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

The remaining portions of this section are devoted to a detailed analysis in
accordance with those sections of the PA Residual Waste Management
Regulations cited in section 1.3. These sectlons of the PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations were 1dent1fled m correspondence from the
USEPA, and at the meetmg with representatlves of USEPA and PADER

as the ones requiring a more "focused evaluation".

The following analysis bﬂeﬂy summarizes the requirements of each
particular section of the PA Residual Waste Ma.nagement Regulations.
This summary of the requirements is followed by an evaluation. The
evaluation presents the substantive aspects of the requested information.
Additionally, although neither a Residual Waste Landfill Permit
Application is being sought nor a Remed_xa_l _De_slgn_ prepared, the PADER
Permit Application Forms Which co;:espond to these sections are also
addressed. : S S

The sections of the Residual Waste Management Regulations which are
being addressed in this repcrt do not cncompass all the PADER Permit
Application Forms for residual waste management units. This is because
the remaining forms deal entirely with design or admjnistrative issues.

The evaluation presented in each of the followmg sections rehes heavﬂy on
the information collected durmg the RI/FS This existing information is
assembled in appendlces to facilitate rev1ew of this document. If further
information on one of these appendices is needed, the appropriate RI/FS
document can be accessed. o
In addition to the compﬂaﬁcn of infornlzet-icn_ cellected during the RI/FS,

the evaluation also accessed some new information to address specific
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3.1.1

3.1.1.1

requirements in the various sectlons of the PA Residual Waste
Management Regulatmns The ma_]onty of the new information addresses
questions rega.rdmg the Enmonmental Assessment (§ 287.127) and Areas
Where Class I Residual Waste Landﬁlls are Proh1b1ted (§ 288.422). This
new information is either referred to in the narrative or included in an

appendix.

§ 287.127 Environmental A}sessm?m o

SR LRI -
i

This section descnbes the content of an envlronmental assessment for a
proposed residual waste landfill. The 1tems wh1ch the environmental
assessment is expected to include are potentlal impacts on the
environment; public health and. safety, trafﬁc, aestheucs, air and water
quality; stream flow; fish and wﬂdhfe plants aquatlc habitat; threatened or
endangered species; water uses; and, land use. In addition, items which the
environmental assessment must consider are features such as recreational
river corridors, State and Federal Foréét§ andParks, the Appalachian Trail,
historic and archeological sites, national "vvril_dlife refuges, State natural
lands, prime farmland, wetlands,,,speciai‘l proteétion watersheds (designated
under Chapter 93-relating to water qué.lity standards) and public water
supplies. | o o

This section also indicates that if the proposed facility is a residual waste
landfill, the social and economic benefits of the project to the public should
be described. This descriptioﬁ should explain the nei:d for the facility and
its consistency with regional soﬁd waste‘él-m‘;ls ;pproved by PADER.

Evaluation
The following evaluation address each one of the items referred to in this

section of the PA Residual Waste Manageniaent Regulations. Specific

information supporting the elements of the environmental assessment,
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much of which was already developed as part of the RI/FS, is identified
and included as an appendix to this report.

Potential Impact on Envimnmént. Public ﬁeﬂlth and Public Safety

The potential impact on environment and the public health and safety from
the remedial alternative which includes construction of an on-site

containment cell was discussed in portidns _bf sections 4.9.2.1 Overall

Protection of Human Health and the Environment, 4.9.2.3 Long-Term
Effectiveness and Permanence and 4.9.2;6 Shprt—Term Effectiveness of the
FS Report. These sections of the FS Repoﬁ were previously discussed in
section 2.0. The basic premise of the evaluation in the FS Report is that
impacted media (ash, soil and sedimenf) must be remediated. And the
subsequent placement of this remediated media in an on-site containment
cell is protective of human health and-éﬁxzjljonment. Consequently, the on-
site containment cell will not adversely iiﬁpéct public health and public
= safety.
It has already been established that the potential risks to human health and
the environment which are posed by the Site would be eliminated by:
removing soil, sediment and ash; stabi]izingithe soil, sediment and ash to
reduce the mobility of Site related chemicals; and, placing the stabilized
soil, sediment and ash in a covered, central area on-site. Hence, the
environment, public health and public safety would benefit from the
remedial alternative which includes constfué:tion of an on-site containment

cell.

Since these benefits would also be achieved with the removal of stabilized
soil, sediment and ash (stabilized materials) for off-site disposal, it is
necessary to consider both short-term effects as well as the long-term
effectiveness and permanence of an on-site disposal cell. In the case of

{. short-term effects, any of the remedial alternatives which result in
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requirements will function to provide protection against potential risks to

the public and environment.

Hence, the existing information and pnor ifegulatory judgment of this
information (see section 2.0), indicate that construction of an on-site

containment cell would not adversely meact public health or safety.

Aesthetics and Potential Impacts Resulting from Traffic

The construction of an on-site contaimneﬁt 'cell at the Site should not have
any negative impacts on aesthetics, pnmanly because the proposed facility
will be open for a relativity short period of tlme (approxlmately 12
months), This evaluation report presents two p0551b1e locations at the Site
where an on-site containment cell could be constructed These locations
are shown in Plate 1 and 2. Neither of these two possible locations would
substantively alter the appearance of the 1mmed1ate area. In fact, final
construction of an on-site containment cc]l in the shale pit could arguably
' improve the aesthetics in this area of the Site.

The possible locatlon of the on-51te conta.mment cell in the northeast
portion of the Site would have a maximum fmal grade elevation of
approximately, 1689 feet. The surface topography to the northeast of this
location rises to an elevation of 1795 feet aﬁproximately 800 feet to the
northeast. Therefore, although the final -grade of an on-site containment
cell in the northeastern portion of the Slte Would be higher than the
existing Site land surface, the completed cell is expected to be compatible
with the variable, natural topography in the area.
The other possible location is located in the .west-central portion of the
Site. There is an existing depression at this locatlon resultmg from previous
shale mining. The construction of a contamment cell at this location would
. fill the existing depression and the final cover would be contoured more
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Potential Impacts_on Air, Water Qualigj aii& Streahl Flow

closely to the original ground surface. This cover would be vegetated and

landscaped in contrast to the bare rock surface currently at this location.

There will be a basic amount of traffic éssecie{ed w1th the remedial action 7

whether the stabilized materials are removed off-site for disposal or placed
on-site in a containment cell. Moreover, removing the materials off-site for
disposal would result in an i'ncreaserili; trafflc f_ro}n over 2,000 additional
trucks than would be required to trax;sport the stabilized material. Hence,
construction of an on-site containment 'celll eiinﬁnates ?he likelihood of

excess traffic, and possible accidents associated with off-site transportation.

The construction of an on-site contaimﬁenf cell at the Site will not pose
any more of an impact on air quality than the planned excavation and
stabilization act1v1tles which will oceur even if the treated material is
removed off-site for disposal. The addmonal excavation and/or regrading
which will be required for construction of an on-site containment cell will
not significantly add to the potential air rel_eases which might occur during
implementation of the entire remedy at the Site. These potential air
releases are primarily generatiqﬁ of airborne soil particles during

excavation and stabilization activities.

Also, the stabilized materials are the only res1dual waste which wﬂl be
placed in the on-site contamment cell. ThlS material is not putresc1b1e

waste, so it will not result in the subsequent generatlon of landfill gas.

Finaily, since the on-site containment cell will be open for the same length
of time as it takes to implement the other remedial activities, once these
activities are completed and the on-site containment cell is closed, no

future air impacts are expected.
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During implementation of the remedy surface water controls will have to
be implemented. The specific situatirons‘ which wiil'require these controls,
and the regulations which dictate how these controls are to be

implemented are discussed in section 49 ofi_ the FS Report.

Surface water runoff during the construction of the on-site containment cell
will pose less of a potential impact than the cxcavétion and stabilization
activities of the planned remédy. Hence, the planned surface water controls
that will be implemeﬁted dﬁﬁng the reﬁie'dy will provide the necessary
control needed during additional regté{&ing i_or:.'excavation activities
associated with construction of an on-site cqntainm'&:nt cell.

As previously described, the on;site coﬁt@ent r.r:elllrwﬂl be constructed
with a leachate collection system and have controls which convey storm
water around the cover. These measures will be subsidized by post remedy
surface quality monitoring which is required even if the stabilized materials
are removed off-site for disposal. Conseqlicﬁtly, once the on-site
containment cell is closed, which will occur within approximately 12
months, the potential for future impacts to surface water are extremely

remote.

The significance of any potenﬁﬁl ‘impa«.':t 0 ground water from the
construction of the on-site containment cell can be determined by
evaluating the potential for the:_s’gé.biliz_g_q jniatcﬁals to leach contaminants if
the materials have the opportmﬁty to ébil:iéjiﬁto contact with water. The
results of the RI, calculations in the Risk Assessment (RA) and evaluations
in the FS did not support the establishment of remedial action objectives
for groundwater at the Site. The multiple ground water sampling, both on-
site and off-site, show that the Site has not inipé.cted groundwater.
Therefore, based on the data developed duﬁng the RI/FS placing the
stabilized materials, in an on-site containment cell will not expected to

adversely impact ground water.
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The conclusion thati rgir'c’uh'd’ u;ater has not been impacted was supported, by
the fact that a period of approximately 25 years has passed during which
time recovery operations took place on the Site. During this period of time,
ash, soil and sediment, containing elevated levels of Site related
constituents, have been exposed to the elements. And the contaminants in
this material have not leached out to causg an adverse impact to ground
water. After these materials uudergd stabﬂization, a urocess by which the
Site related constituents will be further bound into a solid aggregate, they
will be even less likely to leach ‘

Furthermore, the on-site containment cell will be constructed with a
leachate collection system and have a liner and cover. The cover will be
contoured and vegetated to pre(rent inﬁitiraﬁou of prercip‘itation which could
come into contact with the _st-abi]]ized materials. The liner will prevent any
free liquids which may find a way into the cell, principally during the time
stabilized materials are being piaced in thé cpen cell; from migrating to
ground water. The leachate collection systcm, positioned on top of the
liner, will ensure any free liquids which do accumulate in the cell are

conveyed to a central area for appropnate dlsposal

The construction of an on-site containment cell will also not impact stream
flow in the area. Surface water runoff from the majority of the Site is
conveyed to Mill H0ppe1r Creek, a seasonal surface water body, which
drains into the Pond south of the Slte The cover of the on-site
containment cell will be contoured to d1vert storm water flows around the
cap. An example of these diversion channels was presented in Figure 4-8 of
the FS Report for an on-site contamment cell in the location of the shale
pit. These diversions will control storm Water runoff for eventual discharge
to Mill Hopper Creek. Similar storm water diversion channels would be
incorporated into a design of an on-site containment cell in the north

eastern portion of the Site.

ERM-NORTHEAST 39 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT3.0

 AR312575




In s based on existin mformatmn the on-site containment cell =
ummary, g

should not have any impacts on air or water quahty or increase st:ream flow
at the Site.

Potential Impacts to Terrestrial and Aguaﬁc Flora and Fauna

As part of the RI/FS an Ecologlcal Rlsk Assessment (ERA) was done at
the Site. This ERA characterized the enwronmental setting at the Site
from the standpoint of terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna. Although the
main objective of the ERA was to determine if the conditions at the Site
had measurable ecologic 1mpacts the data from the this report applies ta
an assessment of the potential for the on-site containment cell to pose

ecologic impacts.

Figures and tables which summarized itheﬁrésults of the terrestrial and
aquatic surveys conducted during the ERA:aIe contained in Appendix 1.
This information includes three figures whiéh show the: 1) locations of the
terrestrial flora and fauna samplmg survey transects; 2) aquatic sample
locations; and, 3) distribution of terrestnal ﬁura. Also, there are three
tables in Appendix 1 which show the percent cover of various vegetative
species and summarize the various floral and faunal species which were

observed at the Site,

The terrestrial flora within the fenced portion of the Site is dominated by
species typically found in highly djsturbéd areas. Some areas are barren of
vegetation, likely as a result of previous on-site remedial activities. Thin

soil layers in this area also contribute to the lack of vegetation.

The only aquatic flora at the Site is 9ss(j§iéted with Mill Hopper Creek and
the Pond located south of the Site. Since Mill Hopper Creek is seasonal,
there was no aquatic flora measured during the ERA. In any case, the

creek channel upgiadient of the Pond is véry rocky, thereby preventing
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floral species from establishing themselves In the Pond, located south of
the Site, sampling of aquatic flora was done and no macrophytes were
observed. There were, however, phytoplankton and diatom species
observed in the Pond.

The terrestrial faunal species observed at the Site were typical of those
which prefer an open meadow habitat. These included species of mammals,
avian and herptiles. The aquatic fauna was limited to primarily
microinvertebrates (zooplanktoﬁ) and some macroinvertabrate species
(midge larvae, oligocaete worms, biting nﬁdge larvae and the predacious
diving beetle). Also, several larval stages of ;iﬁsects were also found in the

sediment of the Pond.

Although the field work which was done for the ERA included numerous
seining attempts to capture any res1dent ﬁsh there were no fish observed
at any stage of growth. This is not surpnsmg since the Pond is man-made
and would require the introduction of fish unless species were able to
migrate upstream to this habitat. The potential for fish to migrate upstream
is extremely remote since there are numerous rock ledges throughout the

creek bed which would impede migration.

The survey conducted during the ERAaIso ‘._inyelrved contacting Federal
And State agencies .:egarding the potential for threatened or endangered
species in the project area. The field survey and subsequent inquiry, as
reported in the ERA, indicted that no such spec1es were present at the
Site. As part of this evaluation, a number of questions relevant to the
Residual Waste Management Regulations were posed to the PADER
Forest Advisory Services. A letter received from this department indicates
that White Haven Quadrangle where the Site is located was compared to
the Pennsylvania National Dlver51ty Inventory (PNDI) information system
and no record of resources of spemal concem was found. A copy of this
letter, which corroborates the ERA, is enclosed in Appendix 1A.
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The planned remedial activities for the Sife are intended to improve the
ecological environment. Hence, the constructmn of an on-site containment

. cell, as part of the remedy, will not have any 1mpact on the environmental
habitats. After stabilized materials are placed in the on-site containment
cell and the unit is closed, there are no future expected ecologic impacts.
In fact, the vegetatwe layers placed over the cover of the cell will result in
more lush terrestnal vegetation than currently present on the Site. A
complete evaluation of the terrestnal and _aguatlc flora andwfauna is
contained in sections 2.2, 3.4 and 7.2_df't1:71e ERA. |

Potential Impacts on Water and Land Use

The water supply in the immediate wcmlty t)f the Site is ground water
which is obtained from private wells. Geﬁe:ally, each residential home has
its own well which extracts potable water from the bedrock aquifer. A
trailer park (Maple Lane) and resjdential_cemmunity (Hickory Hills)

. located north and northeast of the Site respectively, supply ground water to

- residents from private wells.

The trailer park, wiﬁich is ap;areximatell;»:bae~q'txatrt-e1" mile from the Site, is
within the Pond Creek Drainage Basin (the Slte is in the Sandy Run
Drainage Basin). The majority, if not all, of the chkory Hills property,
which is adjacent to the Site, is also 111 the Pond Creek Dramage System
(see Figure 2-2 of the RI Report). The supply__wells at the trailer park and
Hickory Hills may constitute a public water supply, depending on the

number of users.

The public water supplies nearest the Site are operated by the White
Haven Water Company, White Haven Water Authonty, Freeland Water
Authority and Sandy Run Water Authonty None of these purveyors of

water have wells or surface water supphes within one-quarter mile of the

. Site. o
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‘Based on the available data, no adverse impacts to ground water are
expected from the two possible locations fOIif eenstru(_:tion of an on-site
containment cell. This conclusion is based on the fact that the existing
conditions at the S1te, wh1ch are characterized by ash, soil and sediment
contaminated with lead, copper, and other constltuents have not resulted
in any impact to ground water (see section 3.1.1.1 Evaluation, Pofential
Impacts on Air Water Quality and Stream Flow ).

The Site property is currently zoned C—1 Conservatwn District. This
zoning is intended to protect areas whxch have environmentally sensitive
characteristics from mappropnate or untlmely development An example
of an area which would be covered by this zoning is "land whose soils |
composition have been classified as toxic or hazardous by government
agency of proper jurisdiction". Based on the current Foster Township
zoning ordinance, some of the permifted_ uses of land zoned C-1 include
agriculture and single family dwellings.

A Declaration of Restrictions has been Plaeed on the deed. This deed
restriction further limits the future use of the i)ropertj beyond those
restrictions placed on the Site by C-1. zoniné Spécifica]ly, the deed
restriction establishes that no emstmg bmldmg will be used for any
residential purpose and that no future propergf 1mprovements will be made
for any residential purpose. Further property restrictions apply to
recreational, camping and agricultural uses. The deed restriction is
intended to run with the property and remain in effect for a period of 99
years. The only potential for amending the declaration is by adding
consistent restrictions or 'modifying existing ones to further restrict the
property. ' - o

The combined 1mpact of the restnctmns 1mposed by C-1 zoning and the
deed restrictions effectlvely climinate most future uses of the property.

Under C-1 zoning, most industrial uses would not be permitted while the
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deed restriction prevents other types of fiture uses which could result in
exposures. The construction of an on-site containment cell at this Site is

consistent with these restrictions.

In summary, the existing data supports the conclusion that the placement of
stabilized materials in an on-ﬂsité’contaipmelrélt cell, at either of the two

proposed locations, will not é.dv;éiéely 1mpact gr(_)uﬁdv water. Furthermore,
the construction of an on-site containment cell at the Site is consistent with

the land use restrictions that are in place.
Recreational River Corridors

The Pennsylvania Scem'c Rivers: Act classﬁ'ies rivers as "Approved”, "TA" or
"IB". Approved rivers are designated sééﬁ_ic irivefs while class IA and IB
rivers are next in priority order for -g scenic designation. The Lehigh River
at the border of Luzerne County and Carbon County is an Approved
Scenic River. This location is over three miles east of the Site. According
to Terry Hoke (Environmental Planner, PADER Scenic Rivers Program)

there are no rivers designated class IA in Luzerne County.

State and Federal Forests and Parks _al“ldrA-ppalachian Trail

The nearest State-owned park '1‘and§_ arelocated ndffhWest and east-
northeast of the Site. The State-owned park land to the northwest lies
along Nescopeck Creek, north of Interstate Route 80. The second State-
owned park land is Hickory Run State Park which is adjacent to the
northeast extension of the Pennsylvanié Turnp1ke Both these State-owned
park lands are in excess of three miles ﬁom the Site. There are no
Federally-owned park lands which are closer to the Site than the

aforementioned State-owned lands.
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The nearest State-owned forest landsare located northwest, northeast and
east-northeast of the Site. The State-owned forest land to the northwest
also lies along Nescopeck Creek, north of Interstate Route 80. These forest
lands extend slightly south of Interstate Route 80 and are also designated
State Game Lands # 187. The Stéte-oWned?fqrest land located northeast of
the Site is the Lehlgh River. A second 'S.‘@a:te-b:\_fvnegl forest land comprises
the western border of Hickory Run State Park, extending to the Lehigh
River, and is also designated: State Game Lémds # 149. These State-owned
park lands are in excess of three mﬂes from the Slte There are no
Federally-owned forest lands which are closer to the Site than the

aforementioned State-owred lands.

The course of the Appalachian Trail is aver 15 miles south of the Site. A
portion of the Pennsylvania Recreational Gjlidc and _P_enn_sy_lvaﬁ_ia Trail
Guide showing the approximate locatieﬁgbf the park and forest lands and
the Appalachian Trail is provided in Appeﬁdix 1B.

Historic and Archeological Sites

As part of the RI/FS a Phase 1A Areheoloéical Survey of the Site was
completed. This survey found that several prehlstonc sites are recorded in
the Lehigh River Valley apprommately 10 miles east of Foster Township.
The survey also found that there are 0o propertles listed in the National
Register of Historic Places w1th1n one mﬂe of the Site. The closest property
listed in the Nat10nal Register is the Ecldey Mmers Village which is in
excess of two miles from the Site. The Phaee 1A report recommended a
Phase 1B survey to: 1) further aséess whether pfehistoﬂc archeological
resources are located in the v1cm11y of I\/Iiﬁ'iﬁépper Creek; and, 2) evaluate
potential historic archeological Tesources pdssibly associated with a
nineteenth century farm complex which is part of the Site. A Phase 1B
survey was spemfled in the ROD and wﬂl be completed pnor to
undertaking the selected remedy.
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Additional information is prowded in the RI/FS Report entitled, A Phase
1A Archeological Survey of the C&D Regchng Prop_er_tx. Foster Township,

Luzerne County, Pennsvlvania.

National Wildlife Refuges and Prime Farmland

According to the U. . Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of Public
Affairs in Washingfon D.C,, there are no National Wildlife Refuges,
National Fish Hatcheries or National Enwronmental Centers in the vicinity
of the Site. In fact, none of these facﬂlnes are located in Luzerne County
or the adjacent Carbon County.

According to the U.S Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service,
the soil type in the northwestern pgg_tion of ,'the Site is characterized as cut
and fill material. This designation applie‘s;fgo;‘al_:eas which have had the
original soil profile destroyed as alvre_s_u_'lt of r;egradingor construction (eg.
buildings and parking areas). The soil coverfin the remaining portions of
the Site are characterized as the Oquaga and Lordstown Series, specifically,
the Oquaga and Lordstown channery s11t loams The soil survey report
indicates that these soil types are not smted to cultivating crops in places
where rock outcrops are common, Since ;oclg outcrops exists in numerous
areas of the Site, the soil would not be ;epieEEntative of prime farmland.
Copies of the relevant portions of the soﬂ survey report for Luzerne
County are contained in Appenqix 1C. | |

Wetlands

A review of the Soil Survey for Luzeme County does not 1dent1fy any soil
types in the project a.rea which are typlcally assoc1ated with the presence of
wetlands. Addltlona[ly, the National Wetlands Inventory Map indicates that
a small wetland class1ﬁed as "POWFh" (Palustnne Open Water (bottom
unknown), Sennpermanent, leed/Impomldment) exists south of the Site.
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This area is the Pond which Mill Hopper Creek drains into. The portion of
the National Wetlands Inventory Map is provided in Appendix 1D.

issue of wetlands at the Site. 'Ihe ERA ;epo_rt concluded that, according to
the Federal Manual for Identifying and Delmeatmg Jurisdictional

Wetlands, limited areas adjaceﬁt to the poﬂioh of Mill Hopper :Creek can
be characterized as wetlands. Theée wetlands are narrow, extending

approximately 0.5 to 1.0 feet on eitherrside of the creek.

Similarly, a narrow band of wetlands was determjned to be present around
the Pond, located south of the Site. These wetla,nds widen and encompass a

larger area in portion of Mill Hopper C‘reek downstream of the Pond.

The ERA Report noted that the limited wetiarlds on Ithe Site which were
associated with the edges of Mill Hopper Creek were not observed to

contain any special environments.

There was an expanded wetlands surwriey‘eomjiucted at the Site after the
ERA Report was completed. Th]s subseqileﬁi assessment was intended to
more specifically address the area in the eastern portion of the shale pit.
Since the FS Report had presented its detaﬂed evaluation of an on-site
containment cell in this area of the Slte, both the USEPA and PADER
requested further characterization in this area, particularly in the vicinity of

an existing artesian well.

The expanded wetlands survey was comolefed on March 12, 1992, This
survey concluded that there was no ev1dence of jurisdictional wetlands as
defined by the characteristics of hydric 501]5 hydrophytlc vegetation or
hydrology. However, because of the extreme surface water flow and

saturated nature of the area, a ﬂat depressional area in the vicinity of the
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artesian well could be considered the hieadwaters of Mill Happer Creek
and, by extension, possibly classified as open waters of the US.
Therefore, the saturated, flat depressional area around the artesian well
was staked for future planning stages A copy of the letter sent to the
USEPA regarding this expanded wetla.nds survey is provided in Appendix
1D. The approximate area of the headwater of Mill Hopper Creek is

indicated in Plate 2,

Special Protection Watersheds

Special Protection Watersheds are designated in Chapter 93 of the
PADER Rules and Regulations. These tégﬁiations indicate the Sandy Run
Drainage Basin is a designated, a High Quahty Cold-Water Fishery. This is
the second highest priority demgnation in the aforementioned regulatmns
Since the entire basin is assigned this des1gnat10n, it can be extended to the
surface water bodies which drain mto Sandy Run. T.h1s includes the creek
which drains the Site.

It should be noted that the portion of Mﬂl I{iopper Creek which drains the
Site does not sustain a continued surface ,v{rater flow throughout the year.
Mill Hopper Creek becomes perenhial only m the area south of the Pond.
Furthermore, the Sandy Run wDr-aiﬁage basin is within the Central
Delaware River Subbasin (designated Subbaam 2 in the 1992 Water
Quality Assessment of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 305 (b) Report).
A major source of degradation in this subbasin is resource extraction
(principally coal Immng) that has taken place in the upper Lehigh River
and along its tributaries. In fact ac1d mine abatement methods have been
implemented in a number of areas W1th1n thls subbasin. An acid mine
drainage treatment plant is operating in Sandy Run Creek at Foster

Township, Luzerne County.
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3.1.2

Social and Economic Benefits

As indicated in the ROD, the community was not in favor of placing the
stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell. The public comments
advocated removing this material off-si:’ce fof dispdSal. In the RI/FS
process, these comments are weighed as modifying criteria when selecting a
final remedial alternative for the Site. |

Nevertheless, the Site remediation will havre‘b(r)th social and economic
benefits to the community. These benefits will arise from the reduction
and/or elimination of potential fﬁture nsks attributed to conditions at the
Site if the environmental problems were not abated. Consequently,
conditions at the Site will improve after the remedy, even if the stabilized
materials are placed in an on-site céﬁtainmént cé]l.

§ 287.132 Chemical Analysis of Waste

This section describes the requirements for the chemical analysis of waste
material to be disposed in a residual waste landfill. The key technical

requirements are as follows:

1 A detailed analysis to fully characterize fhe physical and chemical

composition of the waste.

2. An evaluation of the ability of the waste to leach into the

environment.
3. A determination of whether the waste is hazardous.

4, A determination that the waste meets the requirements for disposal

in a residual waste facility.
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5. A waste sampling plan, including a quality control and quality

assurance plan.
6. A description of the waste generation process.

Other requirements are administrative in nature or do not apply to work
related to the on-site disposal remedy (i.e., requirements for waivers or

modifications).

3.1.2.1 Evaluation
The following evaluatlon addresses each of the 1tems referred to in this
section of the regulanons Specific mformatron supportmg this evaluation,
much of which was already developed as part of the RI/FS is identified

and included an appendlx to this report.

Waste Characterization

The regulations require that a detailed analysis that fully characterizes the
physical properties and chemical components of the waste be provided.
The waste to be placed in the on-site containment cell propesed in
Remedial Alternative VI consists of the fbllgﬁring stabilized materials:
1. On-site and off-site soil eentaiding lead in concentrations
above 500 ppm; o |
On-site ash; and

3. Pond and sewer system sedlment

Remedial Alternative VI includes the excavation, treatment by stabilization
and placement in the on-site containmentv cell of appmximately 28,400
cubic yards of stabilized material. The material to be placed in the on-site

containment cell, then, is soil, ash and sedxment after it is stabilized.
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Information on phjsical properties and chemlcal cé)ﬁlpositidn of stabilized
material, discussed below, was presented in :th_e RI and the Stabilization
Treatability Study (included as Appendix A in the FS). The RI
information characterizes the soﬂ ash and sedlment that is to be stabilized.
The Stabilization Treatability Study charactenzes stablhzed soil and ash,
i.e., soil and ash treated by stab1hzat10n, |

The importance of the RI information is that it describes the chemical
composition of the soil, ash and sediment to be stabilized and placed in the
on-site containment cell. Stabilization will, howevér result in some
changes in the physical propertles and the chemlcal composmon of these
materials. Lead is the only indicator chem1ca.1 for whlch the ROD
established a remediation level (i.e., 500 ppm). Since lead is an inorganic
constituent that cannot be altered or déstroyed the effects of stabilization
on the chemical composition of soil, ash and sedlment can be predicted.
That is, the concentration of lead and other i ‘inorganic constituents in
stabilized material will decrease in proportion to the amount of stabilized
material, such as portland cement, added to soil, ash and sediment. The
Stabilization Treatabﬂity Study denioﬁsf{faeid that a relatively small amount
of stabilization material (i.e., approximately ten percent of portland
cement) will effecti;.rely treat soil, ash and sediment. The addition of
approximately ten percent of stabilization material will decrease lead
concentrations by approximately nine }Serceﬁt but would reduce leachate
(i.e., TCLP) concentrations substantially. Lead concentrations in leachate

decreased as follows:

e in stabilized soil by over 99 percent from 221.0 mg/1 (Table
2, Stabilization Treatability Study) to 1.75 mg/1 (Table 19,
Stabilization Treatability Study); and
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e in stabilized ash by over 99.9 percent from 458 mg/1 (Table
2, Stabilization Treatability Study) to 0.3 mg/1 (Table 19,
Stabilization Treatability Study).

The chemical composition of the stabilized materials, defined in terms of
the concentration of organic compounds and inorganic constituents, will be
similar, although slightly lower, than that of the existing (i.e, before
stabilization) soil, ash and sediment. As a result, the chemical composition
of soil, ash and sediment presented mtheRI adequately describes the
chemical compositien of the stabilized meteﬁal to be placed in the on-site
containment cell. The RI characterized on-s1te and off-site soil, ash and
pond sediment. Sewer system sedlment Was not characterized during the
RI, but samples of th1s mate:}al collected from drains near the former
operations area indicate these materials ;d eOn{;ajn, levels of site related
constituents similar to those found in ash and sediment. In any case, as
described in Section 3.1.4 (Facﬂ;ty Pla.n, Welght or Volume of Waste), the
25 cubic yards of sewer system sediment represents less than one percent
of the estimated 28,400 cubic yards of material to be stabilized. A
summary of the RI so11 ash and Sedlment mformauon is provided below
and in Appendix 2.

The soils investigations conducted as part ofj' the RI resulted in a
comprehensive areal.cha:acterization of morga.mc censtiments both on-site
and off-site. Furthermore, additional physical and laboratory information
has permitted an assessment regardmg the vertical extent of these
inorganic constituents. Analyses of partlcular soil samples for targeted
organic compounds also pr0v1des mformatlon regardmg the distribution of

these compounds which are possfbly related to on-site sources. The results

of the RI indicate soils to be the environmental medium most significantly

impacted from past and current ,conditieﬂs ét fhe Site.
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The RI data describes the chemical coﬁi’pésﬁtion of on-site and off-site soil.
As prescribed in the ROD, soil wntéiniﬁé lead in concentrations above 500
ppm is to be stabilized and placed in the on-site containment cell. The RI
soil data is presented on the tables included in this report as Appendix 2A.
Analytical results from a soil sample analyzed as part of the Stabilization
Treatability Study were presented on Table 2 of the Stabilization
Treatability Study. A copy of this table has also been included in
Appendix 2A. The location of the on-siier RI soil samples was presented in
RI Figure 3-12 and the location of the off-site RI soil samples was
presented in RI Figure 3-13. These figures have also been included in
Appendix 2A. This data was used in the'_‘RIf to develop Site plans showing
the areal distribution of copper, lead, anﬁmémy, silver and zinc in surface
soil. These RI ﬁgufeé (ie., Figﬁfes 4-1, 4—2,7 4—5; 4-6 and 4-7) are included
in this report as Appendix 2B, Organié édlﬁpb;nds, primarily PAHS, were
detected less frequently than were morgamc constituents and at
significantly lower concentrations. The distribution of organic compounds
in surface soil was presented as RI Figure 4-8, included in Appendix 2B of
this report. RI Figures 4-3 and 4-4, also included in Appendix 2B, show
the concentration of lead and copper in subsurface soil (i.e., greater than
two feet in depth). Based on the soil data d;véloped during the RI, capper
and lead occupy the largest area and"i:iie‘riircé, serve as the best indicators of

the areal extent of environmental Vimpact' to 5011

Physical properties of soil are described in Section 3.1.9 of this report.
Physical properties of Site soil were also reported in Appendix E of the FS,
Geotechnical Report. The following physu:al parameters were defined for

soil (referred to as "native soi 1"):

Dry unit weight: 115 pounds pér cubic foot
Saturated unit weight: 130 pounds per cublc foot
Cohesion: 300 pounds per square foot
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A total of 165 cubic yards of ash is prééé’ﬁﬁh”"ﬁve areas at the Site.
Additional ash quantity and location infonnetion is presented in Section
3.1.4 (Facility Plan, Weight or Volume of Waste). The ROD calls for the
excavation and stabilization of all ash located at the Site. Remedial
Alternative VI proposes placement of ﬂns stablhzed ash in the on-site
containment cell. ' '

A composite sample of ash was collected dunng the RI for analysislof EP
toxicity metals plus copper, zinc, total cyamde and total phenols. A second
composite ash sample was collected at two separate times in July and
November 1989. These composite ash samples were analyzed for dioxin

and furans and the results were réported in an addendum to the

preliminary RI report, prepared by Fred C. Hart Associates, Inc. (Hart)

entitled, Dioxin/Furan Analysis of Ash date:d April, 1990,

Additional samples of ash were also collected in July and December 1990
and April 1991, The ash samples were subject to the TCLP test to
determine whether the material was hazardons. The ash sample obtained
in December 1990 also was analyzed for target compound list (TCL) and
target analyte list (TAL) organic comptnind and inorganic constituents,
respectively. The results of the compos1te ash sample collected in
November, 1988 for EP Toxicity ana1y51s and additional parameters were
reported in RI Table 3-2, mcluded in thlS report as Appendix 2C. The
valid ash sample results for TCL/TAL and TCLP analysis were reported
on Table 1-1 of the FS. This table has been included in this report in
Appendix 2C. An addmonal ash sample was aualyzed as part of the
Stabilization Treatability Study The results summarized in Table 3 of the
Stabilization Treatebﬂlty Study, are included in this report as Appendix 2C.

The ROD prescribed excavation and stabi_liiation of sediment from the
banks of Mill Hopper Pond and within Mlll Hopper Creek with lead

concentrations greater than 500 ppm and excavation and stabilization of
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the top two feet of sediment from the Pond bottom. 'Rremedial Alternative
VI calls for stabilized pond sediment to be placed in the on-site
containment cell. This would include stébiﬁzed sediment from Mill
Hopper Creek. Sediment samples were collected in 1988 and 1989 from
the main drainage channel into the Pb_nd, the Pond itself, Vin Mill Hopper
Creck downstream from the Pond, andmthedramage swales west of
Brickyard Road. These samples were Subje;ctredr to laboratory analysis of
organic compounds and inorganic constituents to determine the extent to
which these components have been carried away from the Site via surface
water. In addition to chemical analyses, ‘th;fee_ safripleé wé;e also submitted

for grain size analysis.

The percent moisture and grain size ana1y51s performed on pond sediment
provided information on the physical properties of Pond sediment. This
information was presented on Tables 3-7;jghir011_gh 3-9 of the RI, included in
this report in Appendix 2D. Typically, 'sediﬁient grain size is directly
correlated with the velocity of the surface water at each sample collection
point. Based on the grain size analyses, surface water flow north of the
Pond is turbulent and fairly rapid Seventyééight percent of the stream
sediment collected in this area was composed of medium to fine sand while
soil particles smaller than fine sand remam in suspensmn due to the stream
velocity and mlgrate toward the Pond The sedlment sample from the
Pond was composed almost entu:ely of sﬂt and clay particles The presence
of these smaller sediment particles is caused by the very low velocity of
water through the Pond. The reduced velocity and areas of laminar flow in
portions of the Pond allows nearly all __ijf',fﬁé_: suspended material from the
incoming water to settle out of the water column. South of the Pond,
stream velocity again increases because of both channelized flow and
increased stream gradient. Th15 is reﬂected by the presence of medium to
coarse sand in the sediment south of the Pond which is derived locally
since nearly all of the upstream sediment load has been deposited in the
Pond.
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The sediment samples were -obtained from locé.tions and intended to allow
comparison of upstream, Pond and downstream sediment quality, evaluate
variations of sediment quality within the Pdnd and characterize sediment in
drainage swales adjacent to Brickyard Road, west of the Site. The result of
the sediment sampling indicates that the Pond has trapped the majority of
sediment eroded from the Site thereby limiting the migration of organic
compounds and/or inorganic constituents associated with the Site to within
600 feet south of the Pond. This was shown in Figure 4-9 of the RL,
included in this report in Appendix 2D'.7 'Ifhieﬁ];xighe_st levels of lead and
copper, the most predominant Site relatéci ;onstituents identified in
sediment samples, were found in the Pond and just downstream of the

pond at distances of 50 and 250 feet.

The sediment data collected during. the RI éxhibits a direct correlation
between sediment size and concentratioﬁ of iﬁorganic constituents,
particularly metals. This is because smaﬂér,sﬂt and clay size particles tend
to be slightly polar, electrochemically and tﬁéréfofe, tend to atfract metals.
The smaller the sediment size the greater the concentrations of metals
absorbed onto the sediment. .

Waste Leachability

The regulations require that the a,_b_il,ity,: of the wa_stc'and the constituents in
the waste to leach into the environment be evaluated. The waste to be
evaluated is the stabilized material W]-Jié_:hiRémediai Alternative VI called
for placement in the on-site containment cell. The principal focus of the
Stabilization Treatability Study was to gﬁéluate the leachate characteristics
of stabilized material. A summziry of the 'tes:tir_xg performed and the

assessment of leachate characteristics is pfoﬁ&cd below.

A sample of ash and soil was provided for the stabilization treatability
study. The untreated samples were analyzed for total and TCLP metals,
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semi-volatiles and various physical prdpefﬁee. Iﬁ1ﬁally a seven and
fourteen day stabilization study was conducted using various quantities of

. Type I portland cement, pozzaline, cement kiln dust and lime kiln dust. In
addition, three proprietary agents developed by International Waste
Technology (IWT ) were tested.

The initial stabilization study- involved two series of tests. The first tests
were to determine the physical strength of 'd:le stabilized material and

relied on a pocket penetrometer. Egep ‘mixture was tested after cure times
of 3,5,6,7 and 10 days. These first tests ﬁdicated that all but one mixture
(10 percent lime kiln dust for soil) met or _sﬁrpassed a pre-established
physical strength of 4.5 tons/ft? (62.5 psi). l:)e:ia-ending- on the agent which
was added to the material, the volume of the stabilized samples remained

essentially unchanged or increased by as much as 24 percent.

The second series of samples involved evaluation of the leachate of each
mixture using TCLP analysis. Each mxxture was subject to TCLP testing

. after seven and fourteen days. The relanvely high leachate concentrations
of lead and copper in these mixtures were attnbuted to the presence of
large rocks and particles in the untreated 5011 and ash. Since the
stabilization agents can only adhere to the surface of rocks, when the molds
are broken for subsequent TCLP testing, the agent falls away from the rock
surface. The TCLP solution essentiaily weehes the rock surface resulting in
high leachate values. The lower leachate .x;alues associated with the IWT
mixtures were attributed to a g:reater capac1ty for these agents to adhere to
the rocks. ' o '

An additional stabilization study was conducted on separate samples of
rock and ash. This phase of testing incorporated procedural modifications
based on the results of the previous studies. "I'hese:procedural

modifications involved separating the rocks from the soil and crushmg the

. rocks. Additionally, the ash and soil were crushed The untreated rocks,
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soil and ash underwent TCLP re_sting for lead and copper. Based on the
TCLP results, it was determined that the higher concentrations of lead and
copper in the leachate of the untreated rock, soil and ash samples were not
influenced by the 51ze of the partlcles Followmg crushmg, mixtures using
various percentages of Portland cement and cement kiln dust were
prepared for crushed rock, crushed soﬂ and rock and crushed ash.

The mixtures were subject to TCLP analysis after seven days. The
indicator chemicals lead and copper were used to assess effectiveness. The
TCLP results md1cate that when Portland cement is used, crushing and/or
separating results i m concentrations of copper and lead in leachate at levels
below 0.5 ppm, an order of magmtude lower than the TCLP regulatory
limit for lead of 0.5 ppm. There is no TC_LP regulatory limit for copper.

The final stabilization testing used Type lirl_f‘ortland cement as mixing agent
for separate samples of crushed_esh and crushed soil (including crushed
rocks). The results of the final phése of rhe testing indicate that separating
and crushing the rocks and crushing the ash and soil prior to adding 10
percent Type I Portland Cement will sufficiently stabilize the materials so
that leachate concentrations via TCLP analysis are below regulatory limits.
The TCLP results were presented in the Stabmzatlon Treatability Study in
Table 19 (TCLP metals) and Table 20 (TCLP serm—volatlles) for crushed
ash and soil samples. All of the TCLP parameters in the leachate from the
stabilized ash and soil were below the TCLP_ regulo‘rory limit. The
stabilization treatability study also determined that use of proprietary
agents developed by IWT, although costly, could adequately stabilize the

material without separation or crushing.

The overall effective_ness of stabr'lization_ has been shown through
treatability studies. The treatment of affected materials in this manner, in
conjunction with the placement of the stabilized material in the on-site

containment cell proposed in Remedial Alternative VI, would virtually
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eliminate the abilitf,r of the w;ste aﬁd cbnétiments in the waste to leach
into the environment. Additional pre-design studies, described in Section
4.9.1 (d) of the FS would evaluate stabilization of pond and sewer
sediments and the possible use of other stabilization agents to identify
improvements in performance. Section 491 (d) of the FS also stated that
Remedial Alternative VI would include performance sampling of stabilized
materials to be analyzed prior to placement in the on-site containment cell.
Additional information on performance sampling to ensure that waste and
waste constituents do not leach into the environment (i.e., leachate
concentrations ares below TCLP regulatory limits) is described in the
Waste Analysis Plan, Section 3.1.3 of this report. |

Hazardous Waste Determination o , , B

The FS concluded m Section 4.3.1 (poﬁd:Sedilhent), Section 4.3.2 (sewer
system sediment) and in Section 4.8.1 (s011 and ash) that soil, ash and
sediment are not a RCRA listed waste. T.hat is they are not: (1) wastes
from specific sources (F wastes hsted in 40 CFR 261.31) or from non-
specific sources (K wastes listed in 40 CFR 261 2); or (2) wastes from
discarded commercial chemical products and associated spill residues (P
and U waste listed in 40 CFR 261.33).

EP Toxicity and TCLP tests descnbed in the Stabﬂlzatlon Treatability
Study for soil and ash (Tables 2 and 3 respectwely, included in appendix
2A and 2C of this report) indicated that levels of lead in the leachate
exceeded the TCLP regulatory level of 5 mg/l Thus, soil and ash are
RCRA hazardous wastes (USEPA hazardous waste number D008) because
the leachate from this material ex]nblts the charactensuc of toxicity. It was
assumed in the FS that pond and sewer sed1ment leachate would also
exceed TCLP regulatory limits and as a consequence, would also be
classified as a RCRA hazardous wastq (USEPA hazardous waste number
D008) because it exhibits the charactéristics of toxicity.
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Remedial Alternative VI calls for this material to be treated with
stabilization to reduce the concentration of chemicals in leachate to below
TCLP regulatory limits before it is placed in the on-site containment cell.
As a result, the stabilized material will not be classified as a RCRA

hazardous waste.

The USEPA has concluded that the soil, ash and sediment at the Site are
RCRA characteristic and not listed hazardous waste. In the
Responsiveness Sufnmary (Appendik A ;tﬁgjle;ROD, page 42), the USEPA
stated that: (1) once the soil and sediment is stabilized, the hazardous
characteristic is removed and the waste is no longer hazardous pursuant to
RCRA (response to PADER comment No. 10); and (2) USEPA has
determined that the ash is not a listed RCRA hazardous waste (response 1o
PADER comment No. 11). It can be concluded that since ash is not a
RCRA listed hazardous waste but is a characteristic (toxicity) hazardous

waste, it will also cease to be a hazardous waste after it is stabilized.

Residual Waste Disposal Requirements

The regulations require that the waste megt: the requirements for disposal
at a residual waste landfill. The requirements for waste to be disposed at a
residual waste landfill are defined in § 288.423, Minimum Requirements
for Acceptable Waste, discussed in this report in Section 3.1.5. These
requirements address issues such as conipé.tfbiﬁty with liner materials,
compatibility with other wa.éte, 1eachate treatment, and liquid content. The
regulation also prohibits the disposal of municipal, hazardous and TSCA

waste in a residual landfill.

The stabilized material to be placed in the on-site containment cell will
have similar physical properties and chemical composition. Potential waste
and liner incompatibility is less of a concern for the on-site containment

cell where materials with similar properties are placed than for off-site
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commercial residual waste landfills where the properties of the waste
placed can be expected to véry daiiy. In addition, the on-site containment
cell is to only receive stabilized Site material and would, by definition,
comply with prohibitions in this section of the regulations concerning
municipal, hazardous and TSCA waste. These issues are discussed in more
detail in Section 3.1.15 of this report. _'

Waste Sampling Plan

The regulations require that waste to bé.plac-e;d in a residual waste landfill
be sampled. This section of the regulatlons (1 e. § 287.132) requires that a
waste analysis plan, mcludmg quality assurance and quahty control
procedures, be prepared. A waste analys1s plan is discussed in Section
3.1.3 of this report. Essentlally, the plan w111 use leachate tests to evaluate
the effectiveness of the proposed stabilization treatment, Section 3.1.9.2 of
the FS states that the blending of the ash, soil and sediment could be
accomplished on-site using a pﬁg mill or similar equipment. Once the
material is stabilized and has had ample time to cure, representative
samples will be subject to EP Toxicity opri TCLP testing of indicator
chemicals to ensure compliance with regulatory limits. If one or more
batch mixes do not pass the EP tox1c1ty or TCLP test, the material will be
put through the stabilization process a second time.

Section 4.9.1 (d) of the FS also states that tﬁe;perfdrmance criteria to be
used to determine the success of stabmzatlon in treatmg lead in soil,
sediment and ash would either be the Extracuon Procedure Toxicity (EP
Tox) test or the TCLP analysis. The USEPA has stated m the Third Third
Land Disposal Restriction rule, 55 Federal Reglster 22567 June 1, 1990,
and clarified in the Third Third Land Dlsposal Restriction correction
notice, 55 Federal Reglster 3869 January 31, 1991 that specifically for
arsenic and lead, the EP Tox test could be used in place of the TCLP test

to demonstrate that arsenic and lead meet the Land Disposal Restriction
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treatment standards. Both methods would be evaluated during final design

to determine which approach is most fepresentative of Site conditions.

Waste Generation Process

This section requires that the waste generat_ioh process be described,
including a description of the following:
® raw materials; 7 _
primary chemical _reactibﬁs; 7
the sequence of events in the process;
waste generation points; |

manner in which the waste is managed; and

a schematic diagram.

The waste generation process, then, consists of the on-site stabilization
process proposed in both Remedial Alternativf:, V (off-site disposal),
selected in the ROD, and in Remedial -Alfefnative VI (on-site containment
cell). The only waste which Remed1a1 Alternative VI stlpulates be placcd
in the on-site containment cell is the stabilized 5011 ash and sediment.
These are the raw materials of the waste gel}eratlon process. These
materials have been fully characterized in the RI, as described earlier in
this section (Waste Characterization). |

The primary chemical reactions are those occumng during the stabilization
process. These will vary according to the stabilization agents used. Section
4.9.1 (d) of the FS explained that although tl_le Stabilization Treatability
Study evaluated a number of stabﬂization agents and demonstrated the
feasibility of portland cement and a proprietary agent from IWT, a more
extensive evaluation of other stabilization ag@hts will be performed during
design. This evaluation will be performed in order to identify potential

cost savings and improvements in performance.
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Although other stabilization agents may be selected during final design,
portland cement and the IWT agents have been demonstrated to be
effective treatment methods for soil, ash and sediment. Since these agents
may be selected for use at the Site, information on the primary chemical
reactions related to the use of thcse ‘agents is prowded If, during final
design, other stabilization agents are selected for use at the Site, test

results demonstratmg effectlveness a.nd a descnptlon of the primary

Information on the chemical reactions and i)'rocess conciitions related to the
use of portland cement as a stabilization égént is provided in the USEPA
"Handbook for Stabilization and Solidiﬁcatibli of Hazardous Waste"
(EPA/540/2-86/001). Specifically, Section 2.1.3.1 of this USEPA
document describe% the treatment processes incorporating portland cement
as a binding agent. A copy of this information is provided in Appendix 2F.
Information on the chemical reactions and process conditions related to the
use of IWT stabilization agents is provided in the USEPA Superfund
Innovative Technology Evaluation (SITE) program report "International
Waste Technology/ Geo-Con In-situ Stablhzatlon and Solidification
Applications Analysis Report" (EPA/540/A5-89/004). A general
description of the chemical reactzons mvolvmg both portland and IWT
additives is presented in Section 2 ("Ovemew of Stabilization and
Solidification") of this USEPA SITE report. Additional information is
provided by IWT in an appendix to this USEPA SITE report (Appendix B
“Vendor’s Claims for the Technology”). Relevant pages of both sections of
the USEPA SITE report have been included in Appendix 2F of this report.

The regulations require a description of the sequence of events which
occur during the process. Section 4.9.1 (d) of the FS states that for
Remedial AItematlve Vi, an on-SIte plant n:uxer such as a pug mill will be
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used to stabilize Site material. The key sequence of events in the proposed

stabilization process will mclude

1-
2,

10.

11.

Prepare the Site for installation of the stabilization mixing plant.
Mobilize, erect and make operatmnal stabilization mixing plant,
including anmllary eqmpment ,

Prepare on-site containment cell mstall liner system (subbase,
primary and secondary lmers)

Perform initial tests of full scale Imxmg systems using Site materials.
Stabilize and test sample batches of stablhzed soil, ash and
sediment.

Excavate Site material to be stabilized and crush soil and ash prior
to stabilization. o 7

Stabilize Site material in mixing piant using stabilization agents
selected duﬁng final design. o

Place stabilized Site ﬁiat;:rial in on-site con_ta,inment cell or in
interim staging area; recoi'd location of stabilized material in cell.
Collect representative samples from stabilized Site material and
analyze using EP Toxicity or TCLP tests.

Evaluate test results. R

If test results are acceptable, leave stablhzed Site material in on-site
containment cell or move from mtenm staging area to on-site
containment cell.

If test results are not acgeptablbg,‘ ren;qve‘ stabilized Site material
from on-site containment ceﬁ dr inteﬁm staging area and process
stabilized Site material in mlxmg plant (second treatment). Place,
test and evaluate matena.l as descnbed above. If test results are still
not acceptable, repeat this step (thlrd treatment). If unsuccessful,
transport for dlsposal at an 0ff-s1te RCRA hazardous waste landfill.

A general description of the sequence of events used in stabilization is also
provided in Section 6.5.1 of the USEPA report referenced earlier
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("Handbook for Stabmzatlon and Sohdlﬁcatlon of Hazardous Waste"). A
copy of the related pages of t}ns USEPA report is included in Appendix
2G of this report. Additional information on project sequencing and the
method of on-site stabilization to be used would be provided to the
USEPA after final design. |

The regulations require that the pbin:c Qf-\i(é;ste generation be identified.
The stabilization mixing plant described for Remedial Alternatives V and
VI in the FS generates wastes to be pléééd' in the on-site containment cell
at only one point: the discharge of the stébﬂized Site material from the
mixing plant. Only Site matenal stabﬂlzed m the on-site mixing plant will

be placed in the on-site contamment cell

The regulations require a deScription of the manner in which the waste is
to be managed. The project sequence descnbed above states that the
stabilized Site material is to placed dlrectly m the on-site containment cell,
tested, evaluated and either left in place or ‘treated a second time, The
final design will also evaluate the use 6f an interim staging area where
stabilized Site matenal may be held and tested before final placement in
the on-site containment cell. I an mtenm stabﬂ:zatmn area is selected
during the final des:gn, 1t would be constructed w1th liner material to
comply with state requirements (e.g., § 293.216, Unloading Areas, Transfer
Facilities). If test results are not acceptabié after a third treatment, the
waste would be transported for disposal at a RCRA—approved hazardous
waste landfill. |

The regulations require that a schematic diagram of the process be
provided. A schematic diagram of the Sté;biijzation process considered for
use at the Site in Section 4.9.1 (d) of the FS for Remedlal Alternatives v
and VI is presented in Section 6.5.1 of the USEPA report "Handbook for
Stabilization and Solidification of Haza.qu_ous Wz_ls‘_;e". A copy of this
schematic diagram is provided in Appendix 2G of this report.
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3.1.3 § 287.134 Waste Analysis Plan

This section specifies the contents of the waste analysis plan required by §
287.132. The waste analysis plen is requ_il_'ea to specify the parameters,
testing methods, sampling methods and frequency to be used in testing
waste prior to disposal. The regulations alse state that waste analysis
procedures stipulated in § 287.132 (see Waste Analysis Plan, Section
3.1.2.1) and test methods be considered in the preparation of the Waste
Analysis Plan required by this section of the regulations.

3.1.3.1 Evaluation

The information required by this section of the regulations are also
outlined in a specific form contained in PADER’s Industrial Waste Landfill
Permit Application. The form is designated as Form R.

A completed Waste Analysis Plan will be developed during final design of
Remedial Alternative VI, placement of stabilized Site material in an on-
site containment cell. The section presenté a conceptual description of the
Waste Analysis Plan that will be devefoped during design and discusses the
manner in which the Waste Analysis Plan will comply with the substantive
technical requn'ements 1dent1ﬁed in this section of the regulations and in
Form R. Supporting mformatmn is a.lso presented in Appendix 3. The

following regulatory requurements related to waste analysis are addressed:

Waste Analysis Plan: Parameters

Waste Analysis Plan: Test Methods
Waste Analysis Plan: Sampling Methods
Waste Analysis Plan: Sampling Frequency
Screening of Incoming Waste

Waste Acceptance Procedures

These requirements are supulated in the regulatlons and in Form R.

ERM-NORTHEAST ' 336  631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT3.0

. AR312602




Waste Analysis Plan: Parameters

The regulations require that the parameters for which each residual waste
will be analyzed and the rationale for use of these parat-neters'be
described. Form R provides a list of twelve 7parameters, including TCLP
analysis, which must be included unless the generator certifies in writing
the absence of a partlcular constitnent based on the generator’s knowledge
of the waste generation process.

The waste to be placed in the on-site containment cell differs significantly
from the residual waste that would be accepted and placed in a commercial
residual waste landfill. The comp051t10n of the stablhzed Site material to
be placed in the on-site containment cell will be fairly consistent.
Information develo;ied during the RI and sufsequen't studies on the
characteristics of the soil, ash and sediment to be stabilized was previously
described in Section 3.1.2.1. L

The ROD stated that although Site media were analyzed for over 100
organic compounds and inorganic constltuents, the chemicals in Site media
which required remediation are four inorganic constituents (i.e., lead,
copper, zinc and antimony). Based on an as;essineﬁt of Site conditions and
associated potential risks, the ROD selected lead as the only parameter for
which a specific cleénup level was este.bliehed. The list of chemicals for
which stabilized Site materials could coneeivably be tested should be
limited to the parameter, lead, for Which a cleanup level has been
established and that the ROD considers to be protective of human health

and the environment.

In addition, the crushing of soil and ash, the stabilization process and the
addition of a specific amount of stabilization agent will produce a relatively
uniform material. The concentrations of TCLP or EP Toxicity parameters
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in leachate from various samples of sta_hi__l_ized material will, by design, all
be below the TCLP or EP Toxicity regulatory limits.

A significantly different condition exists at cemmefeial residual waste
landfills. Commercial residual waste landfills aceept waste from a variety
of different waste generation processes. The wastes will vary significantly
in chemical composition, leachabﬂity and physieal pro;ierties. It appears
that the parameters identified in Form R for waste acceptance testing were
developed to address the significant diffefenEes in waste characteristics that
would be expected at a commercial residual waste landfill.

Many of the twelve Form R parameters, 'hO\;v'ei'rei, ‘are not applicable to the
testing of the stabilized Site material that wduld be placed in the on-site
containment cell. As described earlier, the regulatlons provide that a
parameter can be deleted from the list of requlred analyses if the generator
parameters, such as ammonia nitrogen, that may be present in stabilized
Site material but which even in untreated Sife material do not present
human health or environmental risks requiring remediation. In order to
address this issue, it is proposed that an analy’ucal program including
analysis of all Form R parameters be conducted during the initial testing.
The initial testing of the full-scale stabilization mixing system was described
in the project sequence discussion in Section 3.1.2.1 (Waste Generation

Processes).

A representative number of samples of st.abiiized- Site material will be
collected and ana.lyzed for the twelve parameters listed on Form R. This
information will be used to demonstrate that ten of the twelve parameters
are not a concern for stabilized mgpqul and_i that monitoring stabilized
material for these ten parameters is net needed. 'Two of the Form R
parameters will be included in the mqnitqring that will be performed on

stabilized material. The ten Form R parameters to be tested during the
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initial stabilization work but for which additional monitoring would not be
conducted are: ' | o
® pH )
Ignitability
Reactive sulfide
Reactive cyanide
pH of TCLP extract
PCBs , S
Water leaching procedure - CQD, total solids, oil and grease

or petroleum hydrocarbons, and am;honia nitrogen

Total solids
® Total volatile solids 3
. Total oil and grease or petrolcum hydrocarbons

The two Form R parameters for which stabilized material will be tested for
and acceptance limits will be established 'are::
L TCLP or EP Toxicity (inorganic constituents only, including
copper, nickel and zinc)

. Free liquids

The first five of the ten parameters listed earher as Form R parameters
that would not be included in full scale waste monitoring relate to the
characteristics by which PADER and'RCRA define a characteristic
hazardous waste. The ROD stated that Site material is a characteristic
hazardous waste because it exhibits the charécteﬂst__ic of toxicity, which is
measured by TCLP or, as discussed in Section 3.1.2.1 (Waste Sampling
Plan), EP Toxicity. The ROD did not identify corrosivity (pH), ignitability
and reactivity (sulﬁdé and cyanide) as a reasbn to cléssi.fy Site material as a

hazardous waste.

Stabilization would only diminish or eliminate ahy ignitability or reactivity

characteristics of Site material, which are already below regulatory
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definitions for hazardous waste. Stabiiiz:;‘;ien' \;Ieuld, however, increase the
pH of the waste. This increase in pH 71evels is fundamental to the ability of
. stabilization to immobilize chemicals, paxtlwlaﬂy lead, The Stabilization
Treatability Study determined that the pH of stabilized soil using ten
percent portland cement is 11.965 and the pH of stabilized ash using ten
percent portland cement is 11.680. This information was presented on
Tables 8 and 9 of the Stabilization Treatablhty Study A copy of these
tables have been included in Appendlx 3A of this report. These pH values
are within the acceptable limits ofa maximum pH of 12.5 defined in 25 Pa.
Code Chapter 261.23. The applicability of th15 acceptance criteria (i.e.,
corrosivity) is discussed later in this section (see Waste Analysis Plan).

This would eliminate pH, ignitability, reactive sulfide and reactive cyanide
as parameters to be monitored. The pH of TCLP or EP Toxicity extract
should also be deleted from the list of moxiiﬁoﬁng parameters for the
reasons described earlier for pH monitoring ;of the stabilized material: (1)
previous test results (see Appendix 3A) deﬁlbnstréting that the pH of the

. stabilized materials will be within acceptable limits; and (2) a relatively
high pH is necessary for stabﬂlzatlon to be effect1ve AIso the addition of
acidic material to samples dunng the TCLP or EP Toxicity tests will lower
the pH of the stabilized material, ensuring that the pH of the liquid extract
will also be within acceptable pH limits. =~

Testing for PCBs, chemical oxygen deniendrﬁ(bOFD), total solids, total
volatile solids, oil and grease or petroleum hydrocarbons an ammonia
nitrogen is not needed since these materials: (1) have either been shown
through the RI sampling to be absent from Siit-:er materials or present in
untreated Site material in concentrations that do not require remediation
(i.e., PCBs, volatile organic comp‘oimds)'wer 7(72) would not be expected to
be present in Site material (soil, ash or sed1ment) in concentrations
requiring remediation based on an understandmg of previous Site history
. and use (i.e, COD, oil and grease or petroleum hydrocarbons and ammonia
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nitrogen). The stabilized material to be pla;éed in the on-site containment
cell will be a solid and the monitoring for total solids, which is relevant
. only to liquids, is not applicable to stabilized Site materials.

Consequently, TCLP or EP Toxiéity testingﬂfor inorganic constituents,
including copper, nickel and zilic, and free liquid tests will be used to
determine the acceptability of stabﬂized Sité materials for placement in the
on-site containment cell. The test methods and performance criteria

related to these tests are described in subsequent parts of this section (ie.,

sampling and analysis methods, frequency, waste acceptance procedures).

Waste Analysis Plan: Test Methods

The regulations require that the test methods to be used for each
parameter be defined. The test methods to be used to determine the
acceptability of stabilized Site material for the parameters identified above

. are as follows:

TCLP: The TCLP test methods defined in Appendix II to RCRA at
40 CFR 261.24 (Toxicity Charabteristics) will be used to
determine the acceptability of placing stabilized Site material
in the on-site containment cell. As discussed in Section
3.1.2.1 (Waste Sampling Plan), the EP Toxicity test may be
used in place of the TCLP test. The EP Toxicity test
methods that would be used are defined on page 33127,
Federal Register 1980 (40 CFR 261.24, Appendix II, prior to
revision to replace EP Tbxi&ty with TCLP test procedures).

Free Liquids: The free liquids test defined in USEPA Method 9095,
the Paint Filter Liquids"li’est, will be used to
determine the acccptlabi]i:ty’of plaéihg stabilized Site

. material in the on-site containment cell.
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The ten Form R parameters to be tested for during the initial full-scale
stabilization activities will be tested using the methods defined in the
. following references, as recommended in Form R:

1. USEPA’s Test Methods for Evaluating Solid Waste (SW-846, most
recent edition). -

2. Methods for Chemical Analysis of Water and Wastes (EPA/4-79-
020). | R

3. Standard Methods for the Examination- of Water and Wastewater
(prepared jointly by the American Pubhc Health Association,
American Waterworks Assoc1at10n and ‘Water Environment
Federation).

Waste Analysis Plan: Samnling Methods |

Samples of stabilized materials will be coﬂected usmg standard USEPA
protocols for the collection of soil samples defmed where applicable, in

. the references cited above under Test Methods. Sample collection,
preservation and handling procedures for TCLP samples to be used in
monitoring stabilized Site materials would be those defined in USEPA
Method 1311 Toxicity Characteristics Leaching Procedure, Section 6.0,
referenced in RCRA at 40 CFR 261 24 as Appendix II. If EP Toxicity
testing is used, as dlscussed in Section 3.1.2.1 (Waste Sampling Plan),
sample methods would be those defmed in Federal Register 1980, pages
33127 and following.

Waste Analysis Plan: Sample Frequency

Three stages of sample frequency would be used in testing stabilization: (1)
sampling and analysis for all Form R'paramé,te,rs during the initial
stabilization period (approximafeiy 500 cubic'yards); (2) sampling and

. analysis for TCLP or EP Toxicity tests during the beginning of the full

ERM-NORTHEAST 342 = 631.00203\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT3.0

AR312608




scale operation (approximately 1,000 cubic yards); and (3) less frequent
sampling and analysis for TCLP or EP To:ﬁcity tests during the remaining
full scale operation. Every load will be analyzed using the test procedure
for free liquids. TCLP or EP ’I.‘mdc»ify‘tgsjtjs ‘will be limited to inorganic
constituents, including copper, nickel and ziﬁc. This sampling frequency is

described in more detail below._

Five samples of stabilized Site material will be collected during the initial
stages of stabilization operation. It is ant1c1pated that approximately 500
cubic yards of Site material will be stabﬂlzed dunng this period. As a
result, these five samples will be collected at a frequency of approximately
one sample for each 100 cubic yards. These five samplés will be analyzed
for all of the twelve parametérs listed in Form R described earlier. At
least one sample will be collected from eé{:h; of the three Site materials to
be stabilized: soil, ash and sediment. Every Toad will be analyzed using the
test procedure for free liquids.

After the initial stages of stabilization operation, four additional samples
would be coilected at a frequency of approximately one sampie for every
250 cubic yards of stabilized Slte matenals These samples would be
analyzed using TCLP or EP Toxicity test methods Samples of the
stabilized Site materials to be generated during the remainder of full scale
stabilization operations will be collected at a frequency of approximately
one sample for every 1,000 cubic yards of stabilized materials. These
samples will be analyzed using the TCLP or EP Toxicity test method.
Every load will be aﬁa.lyzed using the test pfécedure for free liquids.

Screening of Incoming Waste
The regulations require that the plan describe the method for screening

and monitoring incoming waste to ensure that the disposal or processing of

the waste is consistent with the permit. Form R requires that a visnal
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method of assessing each waste loadﬂrecei-ve-d at the facility for texture,
density or particle size be included. The regulaﬁons require that the

manner in which rejected waste will be maﬁaged be described.

These regulations are clearly applicable to commercial residual waste
landfills where the characteristics of waste loads will vary considerably. As
discussed previously, only stabilized Site material will be placed in the on-
site containment cell proposed in Remedial Alternative VI. Leachate
characteristics and physical properties of suecessive loads of stabilized Site
materials will be designed to meet the same performance criteria (ie.,
TCLP or EP Toxicity and free liquids tes-ts).‘ The chemical composition of
stabilized Site material will be similar to untreated soil, ash and sediment,
which contain similar constituents reqmrmg treatment and containment
(primarily lead). Few, if any, variations in successwe loads of stabilized

Site material are expected.

As a result, a screening procedure for stabilized Site material is not
needed. Nevertheless, the performance testmg to be conducted to
demonstrate the effectiveness of stabﬂlzatlon would be used to screen
stabilized Site material prior to placement in the on-site containment cell.
The sampling and analysis parameters, frequency and methods described
earlier in this section would be used to screen incoming waste if Remedial
Alternative VI were selected. Incoming waste for this remedial alternative
is defined as stabilized Site material, which is the only waste to be placed

in the on-site containment cell.

In addition to the periodic Form R and TCLP or EP Toxicity tests and the
continuous (i.e., every load) free liquid tests,-: the stabilized Site material
would be visually inspected for textﬁre,idensi'ty and particle size. Since all
of the stabilized Site matenal would be subject to the same crushing and
stabilization treatment processes, successive loads Wou.ld by de51gn, exhibit
a similar texture, density and particle size.
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The regulations require that the matmer.ill Ewhich tzvaste, rejected from
placement in a residual waste landfill is managed, be described. As
described in Section 3.1.2.1 (Waste Generation Process), stabilized Site
material would either be placed in a special section of the on-site
containment cell or in an interim staging area. The material would then be
tested. If the results are not acceptable, the stabilized Site material would
either be excavated from the on-site containment cell or removed from the
interim staging and returned to the tre_atﬁieﬁtl area. This stabilized Site
material would then be treated a second tinie, ihcluding ctushing and
stabilization using additional stabilization agents The select use of other
stabilization agents during re-processmg of stabxhzed matenals would be
evaluated during final design. For example propnety agents that might be
too difficult to use on a continuous basis may be used to improve
treatment performance during re-processing. The re-processed waste
would then be tested and, if not acceptable, treated and tested a third time.
If the results of the third test are unacceptal:;le, the waste load would be
transported off-site to a RCRA—approved hazardous waste landfill. The
manifest for this waste would be for a D008 RCRA hazardous waste.

Waste Analysis Procedures

Although not referenced in this section of the regulations, Form R requires
that a waste analysis procedure be developed to determine the acceptability
of a waste for disposal at a facility. Fotnl R lists the following
requirements for a Class I residual waste landfill:

o concentration limits in leachate for each parameter

applicable to the waste;

® pH limits;
° ignitability and reactivity;
o free liquids; and - |
° compatibility of waste and leachate with other waste and
leachate,
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The concentration limits that would be useci to evaluate whether the results
of the TCLP or EP Toxicity performance (and waste screening) tests are
acceptable are the TCLP regulatory limits for inorganic constituents
defined in RCRA at 40 261.24. The concentration limits for copper, nickel
and zinc in leachate will be equal to 100 times the drinking water standards
or action level for these constituents. The resulting ‘concentration limits for

these constituents would be as follows:

copper = 130 mg/1 (based on USEPA action level of 1.3 mg/1)
nickel = 10 mg/l (based on USEPA MCL of 0.1 mg/1)
zinc = 500 mg/l (based on USEPA secondary MCL of 5.0 mg/l)

Based on the existing information, the stabilized materials are not expected
to exceed these action levels. In any evc;ﬁt, copper, nickel and zinc are not
TCLP parameters and under PADER and USEPA RCRA regulations are
not used to classify waste as RCRA hazardous. As a result, waste that
does not pass the TCLP or EP Toxicity tests for copper, nickel or zinc may
be placed in the on-site containment cell if additional measures are
implemented (e.g. use of additional stabilization agents or multiple
stabilization steps). These measures would be defined during final design
and submitted to USEPA for approval.
As described earlier (Waste Analysis Plan: Pérémetefs) stabilized material
typically exhibits a high pH. The Site material stabilized during the
stabilization treatability study exhibited a pH below the RCRA pH limit of
12.5. The stabilization process would be éésigneé to coxﬁply with this limit,
but single exceedances should not cause a waste load to be rejected. Since
the waste will be placed in the on-site containment cell with other

stabilized material, an average pH should be used to measure compliance.

As described earlier (Waste Ana1y51s Pian: Pﬁréméte;s) it is unlikely that
stabilized Site materials would exhibit the characteristics of ignitability or
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3.1.4

reactivity. The ROD identified tox1c:1ty as the hazardous characteristic of
Site material and did not identify 1gn1tab111ty or reactivity. These
parameters will be tested on a limited basis (see Waste Analysis Plan:
Sample Frequency) and comphance would be measured by comparison to
the hazardous waste limits spec1ﬁed in 25 Pa Code Chapter 261.21 and
Chapter 261.23. ' L

Free liquid content:would be measured by the USEPA Method 9095, the
Paint Filter Liquids Test. Compliance will be measured by comparison to

the criteria established in the test (ie., no free water present in the waste).

The regulations require that a laboratory compatibility test protocol be
established to evaluate the compatibility of "’,-‘ waste and/or leachate with
other waste and/or leachate already existing at the facility. This
requirement is not applicable to the on-site containment cell proposed in
Remedial Alternative VI for‘twr‘) reasons; First, there is no waste already
existing at the facility. Second, cdmpatibilit}; is not a concern since only
stabilized Site material which, as described earljer, are similar in physical
properties and chemical composition, will be placed in the on-site
containment cell. As a result, a waste and/or leachate compatibility test

would not be needed.
§ 288.112  Facility Plan

This section of the regulations requires that a facility plan consisting of
conceptual drawings and a narrative description be provided which defines
the following:

1 The general operational concept for the proposed facility, including:
o the origin, composition and weig]it or volume of solid waste
that is proposed to be dlsposed at the facility;
] the type of liner system;
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3.14.1

the proposed capacity of the facility;
the expected life of the facility; and
the size, sequence and timing of solid waste disposal

operations at the facility.

2. The quantity, quality and availability of acceptable cover material
and liner system construction material, both on and off the proposed

permit area.

Evaluation

The following evaluation addresses each of the items referred to in this
section of the regulations. Specific information supporting this evaluation,
much of which was already developed as part of the RI/FS, is identified
and included an appendix to this report. The information required by this
section of the regulations is also outlined in a specific form contained in
PADER’s Industrial Waste Landfill Pei‘ﬁiit Application. The form is
designated as Form 1R. A completed copy of this form is included in
Appendix 4 to this report. -

Waste Origin

Only stabilized Site material would be placed in the on-site containment
cell proposed by Remedial Alternative VL. In acéofdaﬁce with the ROD,
the following materials will be stabilized and placed in the on-site
containment cell: | |
° On-site and adjacent off-site soil containing lead in
concentrations above 500 ppm 'resultiﬁg from Site operations
(excluding soil beneath buildings and concrete slabs
constructed after 1963, or paveinent, which will be

maintained to prevént migration of soil).
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L Sediment from the banks of the Pond containing lead in
concentrations above 500 Vﬁpm and the top two feet of
sediment from the Pond bottom.

® Sediment located within the storm water sewer system
located at the Site.

] All ash present at the Site.

The potential human health and environmehtal risks posed by the organic
compounds and inorganic constituents were evaluated in the baseline
human health assessment and the ecologlcal assessment and was
summarized in the ROD. As a result of this work, the ROD identified
lead in concentrations exceeding 500 ppm as the chemical and cleanup
level in Site material that would require i'eniediétion. This material will be
tested, evaluated and, if acceptable, placed in the on-site containment cell.
Site material to be treated in the on-site stabﬂlzatlon mixing plant will be
the only source or origin of waste to be placed in the on-site containment

cell,

Weight and/or Volume of Waste

The regulations reqilire that the weight and/or volume of waste to be
disposed at the facility be deﬁnéd. This :secﬁon describes the calculations
performed to estimate the total quantity of all Site material, including soil,
ash and sediment, to be stabilized and placed in the on-site containment
cell. The waste quantity is equal to the sbirlr,‘ash and sediment to be
remediated and the ‘quantity of the stabilization agents to be used during
treatment. B -

The FS included a detailed descnpuon of the mformatmn and calculations
used to compute the quantity of soil, ash and sediment to be stabilized and
placed in the on-site containment cell. The waste quantity presented in the

FS was calculated based on an on-site lead cleanup level of 1,000 ppm for
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soil. The ROD modified this to an on-site lead cleanup level of 500 ppm.
The information and calculations used to dé,ter,mine the quantity (weight
and volume) of soil containing lead in concentrations above 500 ppm are
presented in Appendix 4A. The total quanﬁity of soil expected to contain
lead in concentrations exceeding 500 ppm 1s 26,273 cubic yards or 48,343
tons. The weight of soil to be remediated was estimated based on a

density measurement for Site soil of 136.2 pounds per cubic foot, or 1.84

tons per cubic yard.

The quantity of waste to be placed in the on-site containment cell is
described in Section 4.2.1 of the FS. The dimensions of the five ash piles
located at the site were measured. The total quantity of ash to be
remediated is 165 cubic yards, or appro:dmaiely 300 tons. This includes
approximately one to two feet of soil cover placed over the ash piles to

prevent migration.

These are two sources of sediment to be remediated and placed in the on-
site containment cell: (1) the Pond and Creek sediment; and (2) storm
water sewer system sediment. The calculation of the quaﬁtity of Pond
sediment was described in Section 4.2.3 of the FS. The ROD calls for the
removal of sediment from the banks of the Pond in addition to the removal
of approximately two feet of sediment from the bottom of the Pond. The
FS calculations include the bank sediment by using the overall dimensions
of the pond (approximately 25,500 square feét) instead of the pond bottom
only. The area of the pond bottom is less than this area since the sloped
banks will decrease surface area. As a result, the estimated quantity of
1,900 cubic yards of sediment from the Pond is a reasonable estimate of
the amount of this material to be treated and plabed in the on-site
containment cell. The amount of sediment to be removed from Mill
Hopper Creek will be minimal, based on the RI sampling results and the
physical limits of the Creek. The quantity of Mill Hopper Creek sediment
is addressed by the over-estimate of the Pond sediment to be remediated.
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The quantity of storm sewer system sedimeﬁt was described in Appendix C

of the FS. A maximum quantity of 25 cubic yards of sediment was

estimated to be present in the catch basins, sewer lines and other system
components comprising the storm Wavte_,:.rl sgvter system. This estimate
assumed that sediment has completely filled all sewer lines. This over-
estimated the quantity of sediment in the stt)rﬁl water sewer system since
some sewer lines are not filled with sédimé:tt, as determined through visual

inspection.
The total quantity (i.e., volume) of Site material to be treated and placed
in the on-site containment cell, not including stabilization agents, is as

follows:

Soil: o . 26,273 cubic yards

Ash: - 160 cubic yards
Pond Sediment: | 1,900 cubic yards
Sewer Sediment: 25 cubic yards

Total = o 28,358 cubic yards

The total weight of this material, based oti a density measurement of 1.84
tons per cubic yard, is approximately 52,200 tons. The Stabilization
Treatability Study identified a ten percent by we1ght addition of portland
cement as an effective stabﬂlzatmn matenal for soil and ash. However, the
study determined that the addition of this quantlty of portland cement to
soil and ash, combined with stabilization treatment processmg, did not
result in any increase in volume. Tables 8 and 9 (see Appendix 3A of this
report) reported that a ten percetlt addition iﬁ)fﬂportland cement actually
results in a three percent decrease in soil volume and a four percent
decrease in ash volume. This is ugderstandableﬁ considering the chemical
and physical reactions that occur between portland cement and soil. As a
result, the volume of stabilized Site material to be placed in the on-site

containment cell is equal to the volume of Site material (ie., nat including
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stabilization agents). The weight of stabﬂiggd Site material to be placed in
the on-site containment cell, however, would include the weight of
stabilization agent (estimated as ten pcrcenf of the weight of Site material).
The total weight and volume of waste to be placed in the on-site

containment cell is as follows:

Weight of waste to be placéd , _
in the on-site containment cell = 57,400 tons

Volume of waste to be placed :
in the on-site containment cell = 28,400 cubic yards

The liner system presented in Remedial Alternative VI for the on-site

containment cell will consist of the follqwiﬁg components:

protective cover, including leachate collection zone;
primary liner;
leachate detection zone;

secondary liner; and

subbase.

A conceptual design of this liner system was lpresented in Section 4.9.1 (e)
of the FS. A modified conceptual design is also presented in Appendix
11B and in Section 3.1.13. The liner will be icbnstructed of a protective soil
cover, geotextile, geomembrane and synthetié drainage material. A
description and evaluation of this proposed cover design is presented in
Section 3.1.13, Liner Systems and Leachate Control Plan.
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Capacity

Two areas of the Site were evaluated as possible disposal unit locations:
(1) the shale pit in the southwest corner of the Site; and (2) an area in the
northeast corner. The areas were eva}ﬁéteq tb determine if they offered
sufficient capacity for stabilized Site materials; The calculations performed
to determine the adequacy of each area was described in Section 4.9.1 (e)
of the FS. Capacity calculations were presented in Appendix D of the FS.
A description of the two Site areas cohsidered for use as the on-site

containment cell, including the capacity of each area, is provided below.

The shale pit is an existing depression 600 feet long (east-west) and 100
feet wide. There is very little soil overlaying bedrock in this area. The
physical stability of this bedrock would be more than adequate to support a
disposal unit. The log of rock core C-C, located in the eastern end of the
shale pit, and the downhole geophysical log of MW-5, located to the west
of the shale pit, indicate the deerlying' lithology to be shale, sandy shale
and siltstone. These rock types are typical of the Mauch Chunk Formation
and will provide a competent structural base for a disposal unit. A
conceptual design of the area of the shale pi;c to be used for disposal and
associated storm water control measures was; shown on Figure 4-6 in the
FS. After removal of soil containing lead in concentrations in excess of
500 ppm from the slopes of the shale pit, the side slopes of the shale pit
would be cut to reduce the existing slope to approximately a 3 horizontal
to 1 vertical (3H:1V) slope acc':eptable-f_bir'r liner construction.
Approximately 3,000 cubic yards of soil and bedrock material would be
removed from the side slopes of the shale plt These materials would be
placed at the botton'_; 70f the shalé pit.

An area in the northeast corner of the Site was also evaluated as an
alternative to the shale pit. A geotechnical investigation was performed in

this northeaster area in August 1990 to determine soil thickness, thickness
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of the weathered rock zone, soil stratigraphy and soil properties. The
results were described in Appendix E of the FS, Geotechnical Report. The

report stated that an on-site containment cell could be constructed in this
area that would provide adequate capacity and would be structurally sound.
The base of the cell would be apprbxi_lnété;ly 400 feet long and 350 feet

wide. Two scenarios for constructing the northeast cell were analyzed:

e The soil will be exca;vated 1o a depth at which competent
rock is present. The base of the cell will generally follow the
slope of the competent rock layer, approximately ten to

fifteen percent.

®  Both the soil and rock will be excavated to a depth which will

provide a relatively flat bottom for the cell.

The overall footprmt of a cell under the first scenario would be somewhat
larger than that of a cell in which the soﬂ and rock were both excavated to
provide the flat bottom cell. This is due to the fact that a greater amount
of material will be excavated from the h11151de with the second scenario,
thus providing greater volume with a smaller footprint.

It was concluded in the Geotechnical Report that the second scenario
would be preferred since it provided a lower friction angle and increased
capacity. The report also concluded that similar to the shale pit, if the on-
site containment cell were constructed in the northeast area it would be
constructed on competent bedrock. As a result, settlement would not
occur, thus eliminating any risk of liner failure due to settlement.

The capacity of both areas was computéd., The capacity depends on: (1)
the slope of the final cover; (2) the thickness of the subbase, liner and
cover. The capacity of each area considered for use as the on-site

containment cell location is described below.
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The capécity of the northeast area (segbhd éééﬁaﬁo, ﬂaf bottom cell) was
computed in sequence. The volume of the excavated area from the bottom
of the cell to the top of an embankment to be constructed around the cell
was computed first. Then the Vigluﬁl_é fron;th_e iop of the embankment to
the top of the final cover was computed, The maximum final cover slope
was used. These volumes were added to obtain 'the'cumulative available
volume. Finally the volume that would be 6ccupied by the subbase, liner
and cover was computed and subtracted from the cumulative available
volume. As discussed later in this report (Section 3.1.16, Minimum
Groundwater Distances), the top of the subbase must be a minimum
distance from the seasonal high ground water table and the regional
ground water table. These is a more than adeqﬁate distance from the
bottom of the northeast cell to either the seﬁsénél_ high ground water table
or the regional ground water table. Consequently, the subbase for this cell
would be constructed with a six inch minimum depth.

The capacity calculation results for the nortﬁezist_ cell area are as follows:

Volume, bottom to embankment: 45,375 cubic yards
Volume, embankment to final cover: 20.925 cubic yards
Subtotal, cumulative avail_ablé i_iolﬁme: 66,300 cubic yards
Volume, subbase, liner .gmd_,cow}er: - 31.800 cubic yards

Total available volume (capacity): 34,400 cubic yards

The total available capacity of the northeast cell for the placement of
stabilized Site material is 34,400 cubic yards. As described earlier in this
section (Weight and/or volume of waste) the total amount of stabilized
Site material to be placed in the on-site containment cell is approximately
28,400 cubic yards. This would leave approximately 6,100 cubic yards of
excess capacity. The northeast area, then, has the capacity needed for
containment of stabi]ized Site material.
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The capacity of the shale pit was computed in a similar manner. However,
an evaluation of the ground- Wai:er table elevations in the shale pit area
determined that the depth of the subbase in this area would have to be
increased to maintain a suitable vertical distance. This evaluation
determined that the seasonal high ground water table occurred at elevation
1642 feet (see Section 3.1.16). As a result, the subbase must be
constructed so that its final elevation is éq;;al to or exceeds elevation 1650
feet. All clevationsl are in feet above niéz‘trn_isea level. This would require

the addition of approximately 8,300 cubic. yérds of soil. This soil may be

obtained from areas of the Site where lead concentrations in soil are below
500 ppm or a suitable source of off-site soil will be used. The volume
calculations for the shale pit area are as follows:

Volume, bottom to emban]mlent 17,930 cubic yards
Volunie, embankment to final cover: 18,650 cubic yards
Subtotal, cumulative available volume: 36,580 cubic yards
Volume, subbase, liner and cover: - 6,880 cubic vards
Total available volume (capacity): 29,700 cubic yards

The total available capacity of the éhale pit_ area for the placement of
stabilized Site material is 29,700 cubic yards. As described earlier in this
section (Weight and/or Volume of Waste) the total amount of stabilized
Site material to be placed in the on-site containment cell is approximately
28,400 cubic yards. This would leave approxiinately 1,300 cubic yards of
excess capacity. The shale pit area, then, has ijch'_e capacity needed for
containment of stabilized Site material. |

Expected Facility Life

The regulations require that the expected life of the facility be estimated.
The on-site containment cell would only be used for containment of the

soil, ash and sediment to be excavated and stabilized on-site. The FS
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(Section 4.9.2.5) and the ROD (page 52) estimated an overall remediation

period of 18 months. This includes time for excavating Site materials and

replacing excavated soil and sediment. ’Ihe time period from the
beginning of the constmcuon of the on-51te containment cell to the
placement of the final cover is estlmated to be approximately one year,
computed as the sum of the time required for liner and cover construction
and for stabilization. Inng-term monltormg of the on-51te containment cell

would begin at the end of this one year construction period.

Size, Sequence and Timing of Disposal 7

As previously stated, the on-site coﬁtaiﬁment cell will only be used for
stabilized Site material. As described in the project sequence description
(Section 3.1.2.1, Waste Generation Process), stabilization would begin once
the on-site stabilization mixing plant is operational. The cell liner would
have been installed to coincide with the beginning of stabilization
operations. Then, site material will be stabilized, tested and placed in the
on-site containment cell. When all Site material, as prescribed in the
ROD, is stabilized, tested and placed in the on-site containment cell, the
cell will be brought to final grade and the final cover will be installed.

Cover and Liner Material Availability

A conceptual design was presgntgd in Section 4.9.1'(e) of the FS for the
cover and liner systéms. The design primarily relies on synthetic materials,
including geotextile, geomembrane and synthetic drainage layer material.
These materials are available from a variety of different vendors. These
materials are relatively compact and can be transported easily. As a result,
they can be obtained from sources across the country. No problems are
foreseen in obtaining adequate quantities of cover and liner materials.
These materials will be specified vdm;in‘g ﬁnalidésign and comply with the
technical requirements of the PADER residual waste regulations.
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Additional information on liner and cover s;(stems is provided in Section
3.1.13 of this report. B

Soil is also required for use in construcﬁilg the subbasé, embankment
(northeast area) and a final cover. Fill and Atopsoﬂ' are both needed.
Relatively limited quantities of both materials would be needed for
construction of either the northeast or the sha.lc pit area cells. Suitable
sources, whether from oﬁ-site afeas, pre;tesf;ced off-éite areas or both, will
be identified during final design. This information will be provided to the
USEPA and PADER for review and approval.

3.1.5 § 288.113  Maps and Related Information

This section of the regulations describes approximately 16 items which the
application for a residual waste management unit needs to provide. These
items can be presented in narrative or shown on one or more topographic

maps. I , e B

The items are: 1) boundariesrand names of I;resent owners of the land
(surface and subsurface) as well as a descﬁption of title, deed and any
usage restrictions; 2) boundaries of land éffec;tqd‘by the proposed
operation; 3) location of areas which are proposed for excavation to obtain
earthen materials for construction and/or cover; 4) location and name of
public and private water sources within on,er-lianr mile; 5) location name
and elevation of surface water bodies within bﬁe-quarter mile; 6) location
of active or inactive gas and oil wells, surface and underground coal and
noncoal mines, coal seams to a depth of 500 feet, mine spoils piles, dumps,
dams, embankments and mine pdol discﬁ:afrgé pbints within one-quarter
mile of the Site; 7) rights-of-way for utilities within one-quarter mile; 8)
buildings which are in use within one-quarter mile; 9) location of other
solid waste disposal or processing areas within one-quarter mile including
owners of such facilities; 10) anticipated location of water quality
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monitoring points; 11) boundaries of land where class I residual waste
landfills are prohibited; 12) location and elevation of test borings and core
sampling; 13) municipality in which the project is located; 14) location of
sinkhole, fractures, _fracture traces outcrops, linearnents, and mine pools in
project area and adjacent :ireas; 15) locétidﬁ of water discharges to surface
water bodies; and, 16) location of 100 year fllopdplain boundaries within

the permit area.

Finally, this section of the regulé.tions also specifies that public water

sources within three miles downgradient of the Site be identified on a map
and that a USDA Soil Conservation Service soil map be provided.

3.1.5.1. Evaluation

The information requirements referred to in this srection are also outlined
in a specific form contained in the PADER Industrial Waste Landfill
Permit Application. The from is designated 2R.

The documents prepared during the RI/FS address the items requested in
this section of the regulations or in Form 2R. The existing information is
consolidated in this evaluation report for easier review. A copy of the Form
2R is provided in Appendix 5. Additionally, inaps énd figures gleaned from
the various RI/FS documents, or prepared for this evaluation, are included
in supplemental sections within this appendix. The following text briefly
summarizes the information provided for each of the 16 aforementioned

items.

Topographic Map

Plates 1 and 2 are topographic maps of the Site, including the two areas
where construction of an on-site containment cell may occur. Radii of

various distances from the edges of the on-site containment cells, based on
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a maximum volume capacity design for stabilized materials as presented in

the FS Report, is shown in these plates.
Site Boundaries and Present Landowners

The boundaries of the Site are shown on Plates 1 and 2. Tax parcel 11,
noted on Plate 1, is presently owned by C&D Recycling, Inc. a
Pennsylvania corporation, This is the parcel ‘where the two possible
locations of an on-site containment cell are shown. The current zoning and
restrictions on the deed were prewously descnbed in section 3.1.1.1
Evaluation, Water and Land Use.

Boundaries of Affec_ted Land

The proposed areal extent of two possii)ié i0;1-site containment cells is
shown in Plates 1 and 2. Since the‘puxpose-é}f the ér}-site containment cell
is solely for the plaéement of'stabilize‘d‘ hlatérials, there is no planned
sequencing of cell construction. The areas dépicted on the Plates represent
a maximum volume capacity contamment cell des1gn for stablhzed

materials as indicated in the FS Report

Proposed Excavatioh Areas

As previously stated, the shale pit location is an existing depression. Hence,
if the on-site containment cell is constructed at this location, the extent of
excavation activities will be only to regrade the existing slopes and base of
the shale pit and prepare it for construction 6f the subbase. In contrast,
construction of an on-site cell in the northeastem pOI'thIl of the Site will
require excavation prior to placing a subbase. The areal limits of two
possible on-site containment cells shown in Plate 1 and 2 encompass the
maximum area where regrading or excavation activities will take place. (As

previously mentioned, the areal extent of the two on-site containment cells
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shown in Plates 1 and 2 represent a maximum volume capacity design as
described in the FS Report). The type of earthen material which will be
used for covering the on-site containment cell will be determined in the

remedial design. The liner construction is discussed in section 3.1.13.1.

Public and Private Water Sources within One-Half Mile

There are no municipal (public) water supplies within one-half mile of the
Site. As discussed in section 3.1.1.1 Evaluation, Water and Land Use, there
are a number of private drinking water wells in the area of the Site. Most
of these are individual residential wells with the exception of the supply
well(s) at the Maple Lane Trailer Park (which may constitute a public
water system) and Hickory Hills which pfoﬁdes water to some of the
private residents in the community. The 'api)rom'matc location of these
wells, along with distance from the t%}o:_possible on-site containment cell
locations, is shown in Plate 1. (Note, the two wells on Hickory Hills
property to the northeast of the Site are not currently operating and have
not been tied into any potable water system). Since the distances are from
the limits of an on-site containment which represents the maximum volume
capacity design for stabilized materials, these radii represent the most

conservative ("worst case") distance estimates.

Surface Water Bodies within One-Quarter Mile

The only surface water body within one-quarter mile of the Site is the
Pond and portion of Mill Hopper Creek upstream of the Pond. The
approximate elevations of these surface water bodies are indicated in Plate
2,

There is an artesian well on the Site which ﬂoWs during certain times of
the year. The location of this well, which feeds Mill Hopper Creek during
the time it flows, is noted on Plate 2. As previously stated in section 3.1.1.1
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the time it flows, is noted on Plate 2. As br&ibuﬂy stated in section 3.1.1.1
Evaluation, Wetlands, the wetlands within one-quarter mile of the Site are
the Pond and the immediate edges of Mill Hopper Creek. A field
inspection of the area around the artesian well concluded that the area was

not a wetland but more likely the headwaters of Mill Hopper Creek.

Erosion control measures were implemented at the Site at the direction of
USEPA to manage storm water runoff froni the Site so that contaminated
soils were not spread over a 1arge éfeé This work involved construction of
storm diversion channels using rip-rap. Also, a corrugated pipe serves to
convey storm water from the northwestern portion of the Site and
underneath the adjacent Brickyard Road and into the field to the west.
Some of this storm water flow also travels si_mth along a drainage swale
which parallels the western edge of Brickyard Road.

Inactive Wells, Mines, etc. within One-Quarter Mile

There were no inactive oil or gas wells located within one-quarter mile of
the Site identified dUring the background search. Although, coal mines
exist north and south of the Site, they are not within one-quarter mile. No
other types of mines were identified durmg the background search.
Similarly, existing geologic information indicates that there are no
subsurface coal seams at a depth bf 500 feet. Appendix 5A includes figures
from the RI Report which show the locatlon of the coal mines and the Site
and a general geologic cross-section whlch mdlcated the coal deposits do
not extend under the Site.

At least one coal spcjil pile was observed w1thm one quarter mile north of
the Site. There may be other mine spoil piles in the area which are difficult
to identify since they are now covered with vegetation. The mine pools
associated with the coal mines north and south of the Site appear to be

outside the one-quarter mile radius.
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Location of Rights-Of-Way

There were no high tension power line or éipéline rights-of-way which are
within one-quarter mile of the Site located during the background search.
However, there is an abandoned rail spur w1th111 this radius. This spur is
shown in Plate 2. The public road within one-quarter mile of the Site is
Brickyard Road which runs along the qute;n Site boundary. A private
road runs along the northern and eastern Site boundary.

Buildings In Use

The building located on-site (see Plate 2) is used by security guards posted
at the Site. The remaining buildings on the Site are in disrepair and are
unoccupied. The off-site bﬁildings which are in use and within one-quarter
mile of the Site are the same ones which ha:ver residential wells noted on
Plate 1. As mentioned previously, the section of Hickory Hills which lies
adjacent to the northeastern portion of the Site has not yet been
developed. '

Other Solid Waste Disposal or Processing

There were no solid waste disposal or processing operations identified
within one-quarter mile of the Site.

Location of Water Quality Monitbﬁ-ng“ _Po’int;s

There have been a number of monitd'riiig' wells installed on-site 10
characterize ground water quality as part of the RI/FS. A map showing the
location of these wells and a table summarizing the construction specifics is
provided in Appendlx 5B. Some of these wells will be used as ground water
sampling points for monitoring aftcr the on-51te containment cell is closed.
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Additional ground water monitoring poil:_l_tg__inéy be added at the time of

design based on the final location of the on-site containment cell.

Boundaries Where Class 1 Residual Waste Landfills Are Prohibited

The prohibition of Class 1 residual waste Iaﬁdﬁﬂs is based on a review of
the oh criteria (see section 3.1.14.1). A prehmmary review of these criteria,
as they applied to the shale pit location, were contained in the FS Report.
This reviewed concluded that a Class 1 Residual Waste Landfill, more
specifically an on-site containmént cell forist,abilized materials, would not
be excluded from this area of the Site, This finding also applies to the area
in the northeastern portion of the Site. A mf)re detailed description of this

evaluation is provided in section 3.71.14.1.

Elevation of Soil Borings and Core Samp'li'ng‘

A total of four rock cores were collected at the Site during the RI. The
location of these rock cores is shown in Appéndix 5C. Additionally, each of
the monitoring well locations shown in the figure in Appendix 5B was '
logged during drilling. A suite of g_eoph-ysircalr logs wéfe also compiled at
many of these same locations. Al'thoughr the éeophysical logs are not
reproduced here, a complete set was provided in Appendix H of the Final
Draft RI Report dated March 8, 1991.

As part of the FS, a geotechnical .evaluatioﬁ ;:vas completed in the
northeastern portion of the Site. (A geotechnical evaluation was not
needed in the area of the shale pit because prior shale mining had exposed
the bedrock surface in much of this ared). There were 13 test borings and
three rock cores completed in the northeastern portion of the Site. The
location of these test borings and additional rock cores is shown in a figure

in Appendix 5C. _ L B
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The elevations of test borings, rock cores and monitoring wells are
indicated on the topographic map which shows the locations. Also, as
previously mentioned, Appendix 5B contains a summary of the construction

specifics of the monitoring wells at the Site.

The Site is in Foster Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. Hence, the

two possible locations of the on-site containment cell are in this same local.

Structural Geology ' ) ) _

Based on the bedrock structure, there were no sink holes identified in the
area of the Site during the background search. The presence of fractures,
fracture traces or lineaments were assessed during the RI. The subsurface
investigation, which included geophysical ldgging and rock coring identified
specific fractures in the subsurface. Additidnélly, USEPA completed a
fracture trace analysis. - I

A summary of the structure of the area where the Site is located is
provided in Appendix 5D (specifically sections 2.4.5 and 2.6.1 and
accompanying figure). Additionally, a co;;y of the portion of the
Pennsylvania geologic map which ihclﬁd_e_sithé S1te is provided in Appendix
5D. This map also indicates the proximity of fault lines near the Site.

Water Discharges Into Surface water

As previously discussed, Mill Hopper .Cr_eek ié-the primary route for
surface water runoff to the Pond south of the Site. Some surface water in
the northwestern portion of the Site flows to the west, beneath Brickyard

Road. However, storm water from one of the two possible areas for
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construction of an on-site contamment cell Would be conveyed to Mill

Hopper Creek. This creek is md1cated on Plate 2.

Floodplain Boundary

The 100 year ﬂoodialéin boundary does not oceur on thérsite. The nearest
such boundaries are adjacent to Pond Creek, north of the Site and Mill
Hopper Creek, south of the Pond (see the evaluation portion of section
3.1.14 Areas Where Class I Residual Waste Lmzdﬁlls are Prohibited and
Appendix 12A). | -

Municipal Wells within Three Miles

There were no municipal wells within three miles downgradient of the Site.
The downgradient direction ground water flow direction is southerly. The
closest municipal supply wells are owned by '}t“hg White Haven Water
Company, White Haven Water Authority, Freeland Water Authority and
Sandy Run Water Authority. The White Haven Water Company and White
Haven Authority wells are northeast and hydrauhcally upgradient of the
Site. Of note, the White Haven Water Authority also maintains an
emergency surface water reservoir appfoﬁmé_ttely one mile northeast of the
Site. The Freeland Water Authority wells and the Sandy Run Water
Authority wells are located southwest of the Site. Hence, since ground
water flows southerly, these municipal weﬂs are also not hydraulically

downgradient.

A copy of the portion of the Soﬂ Survey whlch mcludes the Site is provided
in Appendix 5E. Also, a narrative descnptlon of soils at the Site from the
RI Report based, in part, on the Soil Survey Report, is contained in
Appendix SE. - |
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3.1.6 § 288.121  Description of Geology, Sqils and Hydrology; General

Requirements

This section indicates that information pertaining to the geology, soils and

hydrology of the proposed area and adjacent ai'e;a be presented on maps
and cross-sections. The required informatimi 1s detailed in §§ 288.122-
288.127. There are a number of PADER forms which reference the
information required in §§ 288.122 - 288.127 and the specific information
requests pertaining to these sections is d1scussedm féﬂoﬁng sections (3.1.7
to 3.1.12).

3.1.6.1 Evaluation

The documents prepared during the RI/FS {:oﬁta.in numerous maps and
cross-sections which present information on the geology, soils and
hydrology of the proposed area as well as adjacent areas. These maps and
figures contain various scales that were selected to best represent the
intended information. These maps and figures meet the substantive aspects
of the information requested in this section.

3.1.7 § 288.122 Geology and Groundwater Description

This section requires a description of the geology and ground water in the
proposed and adjacent area to the oﬁ-site'cointainment cell. In addition,
the section requires the results of test/core borings to more accurately
characterize geology, soils, ground water ﬂqw, ground water chemistry, and
the flow system undérlying thé prdposéd and adjacent area to the on-site

containment cell.

There is also a requirement for a descriptidn of the stratigraphy, lithologic
and physical characteristics and thickness of each stratum, including

location and depths of aquifers. This section indicates that information on
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3.1.7.1

the hydrogeologic characteristics from field tests, geologic structure at the
Site and within the region and use of the équifer needs to be developed for

the area.

Lastly, this section requires a description of the aquifer characteristics
necessary to describe ground water flow through the subsurface and how
water is stored and discharged, along with the extent of coal deposits within

the area.

Evaluation

The information requested in this section of the regulations is also itemized
on PADER Forms 6R, 7R, 8R and a portion of 10R. Form 6R addresses
the geologic information requirements and F;'oi'm'7R address the
hydrogeologic requirements. Form 8R covers the ground water quality
while Form 10R pertains to the portion of t]ﬁs section which applies to the
extent of coal and non-coal mineral deposits_,_ A éopy of PADER Forms 6R
and 7R, with appropriate sectidns ,reféreﬁci;ng where the information is

located, is contained in Appendix 6.

The RI/FS documents contain a detailed description of the geology at the
proposed and adjacent area for the on-site containment cell. The following
is an analysis of the existing information as requested in the
aforementioned PADER Forms 6R and 7R.

Stratisraphy/Litholo

The narrative description of the stratigraphy was provided in section 2.4 to

2.4.4 of the RI Report. These sections are provided in Appendix 6A.
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Geologic cross-sections based on rock cores, boring logs and geophysical
logs that were obtained at the Site during the RI are provided in Appendix
6B. (The locations are shown in figures in Appendix 6A). A narrative
description of the geologic information contained in these cross-sections is
also included in Appendix 6B.

The boring logs and coring logs used to deVélop these cross-sections are

contained in Appendix 6C. The boring logs which were completed as part
of the geotechnical evaluation, to evaluate the feasibility of placing an on-
site containment cell in the northeastern porﬁon of the Site, are also
provided in Appendix 6C. (The locations of the borings are shown in
figures contained in Appendix SB and 5C). Those rock cores not
subsequently completed as monitoring wells were grouted.

Structure

The geologic structure of the Site and sunoﬁnding area was already
discussed in section 3.1.5 Evaluation, Striictuial Geology and Appendix 5D.
Additional information is provided in Appendix 6A.

Hydrogeologic Characterization

The information previously provided in Appéndix SD describes the
mechanisms of ground water movemeﬁtv at the Site and immediate vicinity.
The movement of ground water is directly related to the geologic structure
in the area of the Site. Additional narrative regarding the movement of
ground water at the Site is provided in Appendix 6D. This narrative is
excerpted from the RI Report and is accompanied by various figures and
tables which illustrate the mechanisms of ground water movement beneath
the Site. This includes maximum and minimum depths to ground water, 12
month characterization of the ground water table fluctuations and

illustrations of ground water flow across the Site. The direction of ground
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water flow over the period of measurement is soﬁtheﬂy across the majority
of the Site. During a portion of the year, it is possible for a small
component of ground water, in the northwestern portion of the Site, to

flow northwest.

The hydraulic conductivity of the formation beneath the Site was
determined during the RI. The description of the test methods and results
is contained in Appendix 6E. This appendlx mcludes a table which permits
determination of the specific yleld of the monitoring wells. Although
specific transmissivities were not calculated in the RI, average values of
approximately 49 ft*/day in the upper 100 feet of the shaliow bedrock and
5 ft*/day in the lower 20 foot fractured zone can be realized from the data.
The upper fractured zone is separated from the lower zone by
approximately 100 feet of massive siltstone with only a few, non-water
bearing fractures. This was determined from packer pump tests that were
conducted at monitoring well locations dunng the RI. The narrative
describing the packer pump tests conducted at the Site is contained in
Appendix 6F.

The hydraulic gradient at the Site ranges" ﬁo@ approximately 0.15 to 0.45.
Assuming a pomsitj of 5% for sﬁale (Grounﬁwater and Wells, Fletcher
Driscoll, 1986), the calculated ground water velocity ranges from about 1.5
to 4.5 ft/day. |

As previously discussed, the aquifer beneath jth_e Site is used for potable
water in the area. The RI determined that the ground water in the area of
the Site exhibited aggressive characteristics (éee information in Appendix
6G). These aggressive characteristics coﬁlc_i likely be attributed to deep coal

mines in the region.

The ground water quality monitoring pomts used to characterize the
hydrogeology beneath the Site are shown on Plate 2 and in Appendix 5B.
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The physical details regarding this moﬁitoring network, as requested in
PADER Form 7R, are also contained in Appendix 5B.

3.1.8 § 288.123 Groundwater Quality Description

This section requires a description of the chemical characteristics of each
aquifer in the proposed area and adjaceﬁt area. This chemical
characterization must be based on at least two quarters of data with one
quarter representative of the hlghest local groundwater levels. This section
also lists a variety of chemical parameters which ground water should be
analyzed for. These chemical parameters include both general chemistry
indicators (eg. specific conductance, COD, pH) as well as specific inorganic

constituents and organic compounds.

The section requires that ground water elevatlons in momtormg wells be
determined based on mean sea level The momtonng wells are to be
constructed and maintained in accordance with a plan approved by
PADER. Finally, this section also requires that facilities permitted after
July 4, 1992, should have one year of chemical data.

3.1.8.1 Evaluation

The required information covered in this sec!tidn of the regulations is
summarized in PADER Form 8R. This form is included in Appendix 7.

The chemical characteristics of ground Watg: beneath the Site and in off-
site areas are based on four separate sampling events conducted during the
RI. These sampling events took place'b,et-\#eein June 1988 and June 1989.
The main focus of the multiple sampling events was to determine whether
the Site had caused or contributed inorgaﬁic constituents or organic
compounds to ground water. The resulting data base lead to the conclusion
that the Site had not adversely impacted ground water.

ERM-NORTHEAST 371 ‘ 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT3.0

AR312637




The analytical data collected from the monitoring well network at the Site
over a 12 month period during the RI is provided in Appendix 7A. This
appendix contains a table from the RI Report which highlights all the
parameters which were tested for, The suminary data sheets only list those
parameters which were reported in the samples. Therefore, if a parameter
on the table of chemicals which were tested for is not reported on the data
summary tables, it was not detected. In the case of the inorganic
constituents, both unfiltered and filtered sample results (reflecting total and

dissolved concentrations) are presented on the summary tables.

Similarly, a summary of ground water resu1t§ from residential well samples
is contained in Appendix 7B. These samples were also collected during the
period of June 1988 to June 1989 and tested for the same parameters
noted in Table 3-35b in Appendlx 7A. The resrdenual well samples were
raw water samples collected from points as close to the well as possible.
This was done to eliminate, to the extent ponsible, any interferences from
the water distribution system in the home. The data summary in Appendix
7B identifies only those constituents which were detected in the sampies.

Field measurements of temperature, pH and specific conductance were
obtained at each sampling event. This mformatron is provrded in separate
tables, corresponding to the particular samplmg event, in Appendix 7A.
Similar information for five of th_e residentiat wells is provided in Appendix

There are some general chemistry parameters noted on Form 8R for which
there is no data in Appendix 7A or 7B. '];hese are the parameters
ammonia-nitrogen, bicarbonate (as CaCOs,COD, chloride, fluoride,
nitrate-nitrogen, sulfate, total alkalinity, total filterable residue, TOC and
turbidity. (Of note, there is a qualitative statement in the data tables in
Appendix 7A and 7B regardmg the clanty of the sample). In some
instances, the USEPA analyzed select ground water samples for alkalinity
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3.1.9

3.1.9.1

and sulfates. Also, there is PAIjﬁR hlstonc data ;'égarding many of these
parameters from residential wells in the v1c1mty of the Site (see RI Report
Appendix A). Nevertheless, the analytical information contained in
Appendix 7A and 7B more than adequately covers the parameters which
would be of concern if stabilized materials are placed in an on-site

containment cell.

The residential weﬂ and monitoring well loéations are shown on Plate 1
and Plate 2, respectively. The construction specifics of the monitoring wells,
including the measuring point elevations based on mean sea level, are
contained in Appendix 5B. The locations and construction of the
monitoring wells were based on plans appr'ove'd” by USEPA and PADER
during the course of the RI. Similarly, the sampling and analytical testing
program for the monitoring and residential wells that was conducted during
the RI was also approved by USEPA and PADER. '

§ 288,124 Soil Description

This section requires a description of the soil type in the area where the
on-site containment cell is proposed. It also requests a description of the
soils which are expected to be used ’f(')-x-'-_ cover and other cell construction
materials. Further requirements covered in this section pertain to the
manner of classifying and testing soils which ;are to be used in the

construction of the on-site containmept cell. :
Evaluation R

The soil description elements covered in this section of the regulations are
summarized on PADER Form F. This Form 1s contained in Appendix 8.
Since components of this form relate to issues associated with the actual
design of the on-site containment cell, (_)hly certain portions of the form in

Appendix 8 are completed.
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3.1.10

A narrative description of the soils which are present at the Site and
adjacent areas is contained in Appendix 5E. As discussed in section 3.1.1.1
Evaluation, National Wildlife Refuges and Prime Farmland, the soil

designation for the northwestern portion of the Site is cut and fill material.

This designation results from the regrading and construction activities
which have occurred in this area of the Sifrg; The remaining soil cover at
the Site is designated Oquaga and LordstoWn channery silt loams.
Estimates of the engineering properties of these soils, as presented in the
Soil Survey Report, are contained in Apﬁenaix SA.

The discussion in the FS perfaimig 'fbféonrsrt;ruction of an on-site
containment cell in the area of the shale pit mentions using Site soils
scrapped from the side walls of the ﬁii;mto construct the subbase. The FS
Report also indicates that the liner will be a synthetic material. Depending
on the duration of stabilization activities, daily and intermediate cover of
the stabilized materials placed in the cell may not be necesséry. However,
these issues, as well as composition of the fmal cover, will be determinéd

in the design stage.
§ 288.125 Surface Water-Inf'omzaa:on

This section requires a description of surface waters at the Site and
surrounding areas. This includes identifyii]g' ihe watershed in which the Site
is located and any other watersheds which may be affected by the proposed
project. The section requires surface water elevations, flow rates and
associated information at the Site and in the surrounding areas. The quality
of surface waters which will receive flows from the Site along with
information pertaining to the macro-invertebrate community in the
identified surface waters are also items govefed by this section of the

regulations.
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3.1.10.1 Evaluation

. The information requirements in this section are addressed in PADER
Form 7R. This is the same form which addressed baseline ground water
quality information and previously discussed in Appendix 6.

A narrative description of surface water at the Site and adjacent areas is
contained in Appendix 9. This description identifies the drainage basins in
the vicinity of the Site and the surface W@tél: ﬂqW patterns at the Site. The
surface water body at the Site is Mill Hopper Creek. This creek drains the
Site and conveys surface water to the Pond, located south of the Site. The
elevations of the surface water body at the Slte as well as the Pond, south
of the Site, is indicated on Plate 2. Seasonal elevations of surface water in
the Pond, located south of the Slte are in thc table presented in Appendlx
6D.

Surface water quality information was obtained from samples collected
. during the RI/FS. These samples were aﬁalyzed for inorganic constituents
and organic compouilds as well as some genéral chemistry parameters (pH,
temperature, specific conductance and hardness). The analytical results of
surface water samples are contained in Api)éndix 9A. The sample locations
are noted on a figure or a table in this appeﬁdix. Also, the analytical
parameters which surface water sample wcre' tested for during the RI are
listed on the Table 3-5a in Appendix 9A. If a parameter is not listed on the
data summary table (Table 3-5b), it was not detected. The surface water
samples whose locations and results are noted in Tables 1 and 2,
respectively, of Appendix 9A were only anzilyzed for the parameters that

are marked in Table 1.

The aquatic environments at the Site and off-site areas were described in
the Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) Report. The results of this report
. indicated primarily micro-invertebrate species with few macro-
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3.1.11

3.1.11.1

invertebrates. These results were discussed in section 3.1.1.1 Evaluation,

Potential Impacts to Terrestrial and Aquati(: Flora and Fauna.

-§ 288.126  Alternative Water Supply Information

This section of the regulations requires a determination to be made as to
whether the Site is within the recharge area for a public or private water
supply. A detail hydrogeologic study is required if there is a determination
made that water supplies may bé_adversél§ affected by the construction of
an on-site containment cell. For those water supplies which the detailed
hydrogeologic study suggest would be adversely impacted, it must be shown
how ground water monitoring will prevent adverse impacts. Also, the
detailed study should evaluate the feasibility of permanently replacing or

restoring the water supply.
Evaluation

The information requirements of this section of the regulations are
summarized in PADER Form 11R. A- copy df this Form, with references to
the areas where the requested information is provided, is contained in
Appendix 10, , o B e

Private or Public Water Sources within One-Quarter Mile

The ground water supplies within one-quarter mile of the Site are shown in
Plate 2.

Ground Water Quality

The existing ground water quality data indicates the Site has not impacted
ground water. This is significant since the materials currently present on
the Site are the ones which will be stabilized and placed in an on-site
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containment cell. The ground water quality information from Site

monitoring wells was previously p;qséntéd_ in Appendix 7A.

The potential for chemical constituents to leach from existing contaminated
soils at the Site was evaluated in the section 2.0 of the FS Report. The FS
Report evaluation relied on a leaching model, laboratory leaching tests and
the fate and transport potential of va_riouS metallic compounds to ascertain
whether ground water would become impacted in the future. The
evaluation was a worst-case analysis iﬁnﬁlét';it éssumed the soil was not
stabilized. The stabilization process would_ éniy serve to further bind and
immobilize the constituents in the materiéié which are eventually placed in

an on-site containment cell.

The discussion pertaining to the leaching potential evaluation in section 2.0
of the FS Report is contained in Appendix 10A. This appendix includes the
tables which summarize the anticipated or measured leachate concentration
from soil which has yet to be stabilized. The analysis in the FS Report
corroborated the finding that ground water had not been impacted by
lIeaching of constituents from the Site. It also showed that if left untouched,
the soil would not likely leach at levels to céuse an impact to ground water
in the future.

'The results of ground water sampling over a period of a year, in
conjunction with the leaching potential evaluation of existing soils
establishes that the contaminated materials do not pose a threat to the
ground water. Therefore, these same materials will not pose a threat to

ground water after they undergo stabilization.
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Detailed Hydrogeologic Evaluation

A detailed hydrogeologic evaluation was completed as part of the RI The
relevant information from this evaluation is provided in Appendices 5 and

6 (as well as sub-appendices).
Potential Future Impacts on Public or Private Water

As previously stated, there has been no impact to ground water in the area
attributable to the Site. Consequently, if the stabilized material which will
be placed in the ,onf-sitc,, contginjném;:_qéll. is is,iinply the same materials
which are currently at the Site, the potentiai for future impacts to water
supplies, after stabilization, are remote.

Worst Case Analysis-Maximum Impacts

If a scenario is assumed where the cover of the on-site containment cell
fails and the liner is subsequently breached by infiltrating water, that water
will likely seep into the subsurface. Such seepage through existing soils and
sediment is likely occurring today, with no aﬁ&erse impact to ground water.
Hence, it is doubtful that leachate whichrcoines into contact with the
stabilized soil will subsequently impact Vlovcal_ ground water supplies.

Compliance Monitoring

There is an existing monitoring well network at the Site. The wells which
There are existing Site wells in both possible locations for and on-site
containment cell. Additional monitoring wells, as appropriate, will be
added during the remedial design once the final location of the on-site

containment cell is selected. The new and éﬁsting wells will serve to assure
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3.1.12

3.1.12.1

that early detection is accomplished in the remote instance ground water

becomes impacted.

Restoring and/ or Replacing Existing Water Supplies

As previously discussed, ground' water is the sole water source in the area.
Although a few communities share common wells (Maple Lane and
Hickory Hills) most water supplies around the Site are from private wells.
Therefore, replacing or restoring water supphes, in the event an individual
supply becomes impacted, would have to focus on well head treatment or
a new well (bottled supply is not considered a permanent measure).
However, as described above, the possibility that ground water will be
impacted from the stabilized materials in the on-site containment cell is
extremely doubtful since these same materials have been present at the
Site, exposed to the elements in a ndfuré_il st:até, and have not impacted the

ground water supply in the area.
§ 288.127 Mineral Deposits Information

This section of the regulations specifies reporting and mapping
requirements if the Site overlies existing workings of an underground mine.
If such a situation exists, the report must evaluate the potential for mine
subsidence to impact the on-site containment cell.

Evaluation

Based on a review of the information developed during the RI/FS, the
closest mine to the Site is the Pond Creek Colliery which was mined by the
Wyoming and Pond Creek Coal Compaﬂy from approximately 1910 to
1925. This mine is approximately one-half mile from the Site. The coal

deposit occurs in the Llewellyn Formation (see geologic cross-section in
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3.1.13.1

Appendix 6A). This geologic formation does not underlie the Site or the
two possible locations of the on-site containment cell or contiguous areas.

Based on this information, there would be no reason to complete the
PADER Form 10R or prepare an engineering report to assess potential

impacts on the on-site containment cell from the mine.
§ 288.412@)(1)  Liner System and Leachate Control Plan
This section describes the requirements for the design and installation of a

liner system and for leachate control. The key technical requirements are

as follows:

1L Liner System Design: Plans, drawiﬁgs, cross-sections and
specifications for a liner system should be pi'ovided.

2, Liner Installation Plan: The regulations require that a plan to
install the liner be provided.

Evaluation

The following evaluation addresses the iteins referréd to in this section of
the regulations. The information required by this section of the regulations
is also outlined in a specific form contained in the PADER Industrial
Waste Landfill Penmt Application, The form is designated as Form 16R,
included in this report as Appendlx 11. Liner reqmrements are also
addressed in the regulations at § 288. 112 Facility Plan (discussed in
Section 3.1.4 of this report) and at § 288.423_, Minimum Requirements for
Acceptable Waste (dismse,d in Section 3.1.15 of this repoi't).
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General

The majority of the information required by this section of the regulations
and by Form 16R will be determined in the remedial design. The
information required does not pertain to conditions related to the Site,
such as the properties of the stabilized materials to be placed in the on-site
containment cell or the environmental conditions at the Site. The sole
focus of this section of the regulations is the materials that would be used
to comstruct the liner system for the on-site containment cell and the
methods that will be used to ensure that these mateﬁa,ls are properly
installed. :

A recent (February 26, 1993) listing of landfi]ls in Pennsylvania identified
approximately 60 landfills in the state Wlth a combined capacity as of
Januvary 1992 of apprommately 143 nnlhon tons (approximately 100 million
cubic yards). Most, if not all, of these landfills are required to comply with
technical liner requirements comparable to those identified in § 288.412 (a)
(1) and Form 16R. In addition, liner systems for the containment of
hazardous and industrial wastesihav_g been dﬁsigned for numerous
CERCLA and RCRA sites across the country.

These sites have been designed to cbmplyﬂ Wﬁh regulatory requirements
that are similar and, in the case of RCRA Subtitle C facilities, more
stringent than those of the residual waste landfill regulations. The design,
regulatory approval and construction of linef systems for landfill facilities
clearly demonstrate that liner materials and methods of installation that
comply with regulatory landfill requirements are commercially available.
One manufacturer of geomembrane material alone (Gundle Lining
Systems, Inc.) has manufactured more than 300 million square feet of high
density polyethylene (HDPE) geomembrane, the liner material identified in
the FS for use in the construction of the on-site containment cell liner.
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This is enough material to line over 1,000 cells with a similar capacity of

the on-site containment cell proposed in the FS.

It is clear, then, that the material and methods of constructing liner and
leachate collection systems are available and have been designed, approved
and constructed to meet specifications equal to and exceeding the technical
requirements of the PADER residual waste landfill régulations. The on-
site containment cell proposed in Remedial Alternative VI will include the
design and use of liner and leachate collection system materials and
methods of construction that willﬂébmply: wﬂh the PADER residual waste
landfill regulations. Information on liner and leachate collection systems is
presented here as an example of the type of materials and methods that
would be considered during final design for use in constructing the on-site

containment cell.

Liner System Design

The regunlations require that plans, cross-sections and specifications for a
liner and leachate collection zone be provided. This is primarily final
design information that will only be developed after the remedy has been
approved by the USEPA. The USEPA guidance manual Guidance for
Conducting Remedial Investigations and Feasibility Studies Under
CERCIA (OSWER Directive 9355.3-01, Section 6.2.1) states that the
information to be developed in an FS which would form the basis of the
remedy selection process in a ROD should consist of preliminary design
calculations, process flow diagrams, sizing of key process components,
preliminary site layouts, and a discussion of limitations, assumptions, and

uncertainties concerning each alternative.

Consequently, final ‘designr inforﬁiaﬁoﬁ such as drawings and specifications
are not necessary to select a remedy in a ROD. However, the FS for the
Site defined a number of these items in detail. This information is
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summarized below. Additional information on liner and leachate
collection system materials and methods of construction to be considered
for use in designing the on-site containment cell is also provided below.
This conceptual design information may be revised during final design.
The liner materials and methods of construétion may be modified from
those presented here. These modifications would be presented in the final
design. If the final design differs from the requirements outlined in the
regulations, technical information suppbﬁing the alternate design will be
provided and submitted to USEPA and PADER in accordance with the
equivalency review procedures defined in § 287.231.

As previously described, two areas of the Site were considered in the FS
for use as the location of the proposed on-site containment cell: the shale
pit and the northeast area. Concept design information was presented in
Section 4.9.1 (e) of the FS regarding the construction of the liner system
that would be used for construction of the cell in eabh of these locations.
This information was summarized on Figure 4-7 of the FS, included in this
report as Appendix 11A. The regulations and Form 16R require that
design information addréssing the folloﬁing six key elements of the liner

system be provided:

thickness and characteristics of subbase;

thickness and characteristics of leachate detection system,
design for leachate monitoring;

nature and thickness of linéf rm'aterials;

thickness and characteristics of protective cover and leachate

collection zone; and,

® design of leachate collection system.

The regulations and Form 16R essentially deis'cribe'réquirements for five
separate zones comprising a liner system. The figure presented in the FS
depicted the conceptual design of the liner system to be used in the on-site
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containment cell has been modified for thls submission to identify the
components of the liner system in terms of these five zones and to address
the recently promulgated PADER residual waste regulations. The
modified conceptual liner design is shown on the figure included in
Appendix 11B of this report. The ﬁgure shows a-graphical repreéentation
of the components of the liner system, the individual zone which the
components represent, a description of the materia.ls of construction and
the specific section of the regulations which define the requirements for

each zone. The zones identified in the regulatlons and shown on the

figure, described from the top to the bottom of the liner, are as follows:

the leachate coﬂeetion zone “;itlﬁn the pfotective cover;
the primary liner; _

the leachate detection zoﬁe;

the secondary liner; and

the subbase,

The figure also shows a ground water drainage layer to be included at the
bottom of the shale pit area subbase as a prptectix%e measure. Although
not needed to meet the minimum verti’cal'di;s'tance from the top of the
subbase to the regional or seasonal hlgh ground water table, discussed in
Section 3.1.16 with respect to § 288. 432, th1s ground water drainage layer
would be included in the on-site conta.mment cell lmer de51gn for the shale

pit area as an added protective measure.

The remainder of this section is organiied to address the six key elements
of the liner system as they are presented in the regulations (listed earlier in
this section) and on Form 16R (e.g. thickness and characteristics of

subbase, etc.).
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The requirements for the material to be used 'Vas a subbase are specified in
the PADER regulations at § 288.433, Subbase. The regulations require
that subbase material meet the following performance standards:

® Bear the weight of the liner, waste, final cover and operating
equipment without causing liner system failure.

e Accommodate settlement.

® Be a barrier to liquids. A

® Consist of an upper six inches that is:
(i) compacted (proctor denslty of at least 95 percent);
(i) no more permeable than 1.0 x 10 cm/sec;
(ili) Be bard, uniform, smooth and free of rocks, debris,

plamt material, etc )

e Have a minimam bearmg capac1ty of 4,500 pounds per
square foot plus the total apphed load.

® Have a post-settlement slope of at least two percent and no

more than 25 percent.

This is detailed information that will be de_:ﬁned in the final design and
selection of materials to be used for subbase materials. Subbase materials
that comply with these regulations will be specified for use in the on-site
containment cell. The final design will a]so locate and test on-site and/or
off-site sources of acceptable subbase matenal that would be used during

construction.

The amount of subbase material to be pﬂéed in either the shale pit or the
northeast area depends on the depth to ground water. As discussed in
Section 3.1.16, § 288.432 spec1ﬁes mlmmum distances from the top of the
subbase to the seasonal high and the reglonal ground water table. Section
3.1.16 also discusses how the bottom of thc_grpposed subbase for the

northeast cell would comply with these minir;num ground water separation
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distance requirements. As a result, the thickness of the subbase for the

northeast cell would be a minimum of six inches.

The bottom of the pfoposed subbase for thé shale pit cell, however, would
not comply with the minimum ground water separation distance
requirements. As a result, the thickness of the subbase would be increased
from the minimum six inches to a thickness of approximately 8 feet. This
would raise the elevation of the bottom of the cell prior to liner installation
from the present shale pit elevation of approximately 1642 to
approximately 1650 feet. At this elevatlon, the top of the subbase would
be at least four feet higher than the seasonal hlgh water table and at least
eight feet higher than the top of the confining layer or the shallowest level
below the bottom of the subbase where ground water occurs. The
hydrogeologic conditions deﬁniﬁg the high seasonal ground water table, the
confining layer and the regional ground water table in the shale pit area

are described in Section 3.1.16.

The requirements for the design of the leachate detection zone are defined
in § 288.435. The key requirements are as follows:

® Be at least 12 inches thick.
¢ Contain a perforated plpmg system with a minimum pipe
diameter of four mches B

® Create a flow zone with a permeablhty not less than 1.0 x 102

cm/sec.

The concept design presented in the FS (see Appendix 11A) proposed the
use of a one foot thick drainage layer to comply with these requirements.
Not shown in the figure (Appendix 11A) or described in the FS is the
piping system that would be installed in the on-site containment cell
leachate detection zone. The modified conceptual design of the liner
system shown in Appendix 11B contains a 12 inch thick leachate detection
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zone beneath the primary liner. This zone Svguld be designed to include a
system of four inch diameter perforated pipzes.r This piping system would
be defined during final design and would be designed to comply with the
specifications stipulated in § 288.435 (b) (4) and (5). As discussed in
Section 4.9.1 () of the FS, this leachate detection zone would be
connected to a manhole (sump) to be used to collect and monitor the
presence of leachate. Additional information on the drainage layer
demonstrating compliance with these regulatlons would be developed
during final design. The leachate detection zone in the on-site
containment cell in either the shale pit or the northeast area, including
piping, collection manhole and permeable soil, would be designed to
comply with the requirements defined in § 288.435.

Leachate monitoring was described in Secti(jh 4.9.1 (e) of the FS. The FS
explained that separate manholes would be connected to the leachate
collection zone within the protective cover and to the leachate detection
zone. The manhole connected to the leachate collection zone would be
used to inspect, and if necessary, collect leachate which accumulates above
the primary liner in the on-site containment cell The level of leachate in
this manhole would be checked penodlcally Accumulated leachate would
be tested and pumped from this manhole for appropnate treatment and
disposal (see Section 3.1.17). Leachate collection is only anticipated to be
required while the on-site containment cell is open and for a short time

after closure.

During construction, leachate in the leachaté collection zone manholes will
be monitored, tested and removed for appropriate disposal. The manhole
connected to the leachate detection zone beneath the primary liner will
also be monitored for leachate. The presﬂe-n(.:e of leachate in this manhole
could indicate a potential problem in the primary liner. If leachate is

detected in the leachate detection zone ﬁan]i:o_le, appropriate remedial
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measures, such as the repair or replacement of the primary liner, will be
taken.

After the final cover has been installed and the on-site containment cell is
closed, both leachate collection and leachate detection manholes will be
monitored for the presence of leachate. Leachate from the leachate
collection manhole will be tested and removed for appropriate disposal. If
leachate is detected in the leachate detection manhole, appropriate
remedial measures, such as the repair of réplacement of the final cover,
will be taken. ' 7

The next element of the liner system identified in the regulations is the
nature and thickness of liner material to be used in the primary and
secondary liner systems. The regulations feéuiie that these liners have a
permeability of 1.0 x 107 cm/sec or less, be resistant to chemicals in waste
and/or leachate and, if a synthetic liner ilisﬁil_lsed, be installed by or under
the supervision of an authorized représéiifative of the manufacturer. As
shown in Appendix 11B, the modified rconce‘ptual liner design would
include the use of 60 mil HDPE (or equivalént) in both the primary and
secondary liners. The secondary liner would also contain a layer of
bentonite attached to the secondary liner. This combination of bentonite
and synthetic liner material complies with the composite liner requirement
identified in the regulations for either the primary or the secondary liner
system. 7 o

The regulations require that the thickness and characteristics of the
protective cover and the leachate collection zone be provided. The
protective cover is used to prbtect the primary liner from damage during
the placement of the initial lift of waste in aj cell. The regulations require
that this zone have a permeébﬂity of 1.0 X 10‘2 cm/sec or greater, be at
least 18 inches thick and protect the leachate collection system and

protective cover.
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The regulations require that the leachate collection system to be installed
within the protective cover be constructed of the aggregates (stones) used
in the protective cdver and a piping network consisting of six inch diameter
perforated pipes. The protective cover and the leachate collection system
shown in the modified liner design for the on-site containment cell will be
designed to comply with the requirements contained in the regulations at §
288.437 (Protective Cover) and at § 288.438 (Leachate Collection System
Within Protective Cover).

The manhole connected to the leachate collection zone, described earlier,
will be designed to automatical[y maonitor thé amount of leachate collected.
A pump will be installed in the manhole to transfer accumulated leachate
to an above ground storage tank. This tank will be designed with
secondary containment and automatic overflow controls. The actual
components of the protective cover and leachate collection zone would be

selected during final design.
Liner Installation Plan

The regulations require that a plan to install the liner be provided. The
plan should describe the following:

® A quality assurance and guality contro} plan for the

installation of the liner, including the following:

a. a description of the liner testing procedures and
construction methods, '

b. methods to maintain and protect the protective cover
and liner system in unfilled portions of cell prior to
‘and during placement of the 1;;1t1a1 lift of waste;

c. methods td iJrotect the pi'otectivé cover and liner
system from weather in unfilled portions of cell prior

to and during placement of the initial lift of waste;
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d. the qualifications of the quality assurance and quality
control personnel; -
€. a liner sampling plan; and
f. the method in which guality assurance and quality
control will be documéntgd.
e Information that demonstrates that leachate will not
adversely affect the liner system,
® A complete description of the physical, chemical, mechanical
and thermal properties for the proposed primary and
secondary liners. The regulations list eighteen (18)
properties for Which info;fmatipn is »required'.

All of this information will dépénd on the liner materials and methods of
construction to be selected during final design. Although the actual liner
material to be installed would not be selected until final design, the
materials and methods to be used would be equivalent in performance to
the liner materials identified in the modified conceptual liner design
(Appendix 11B). o

In order to provide information with wﬁich the adequacy of the modified
conceptual liner design can be evaluated, example information from one
manufacturer of synthetic liner material has jbe'en’iilcluded in this report.
If other liner materials and construction methods are selected, information
similar to that provided here would be submitted to the USEPA as part of
the final design. - o

The focus of the liner installation plan, as déﬁned in the regulations, is a
quality assurance and quality control plan This plan is to describe testing
procedures, installation methods, liner sampling and quality assurance and
quality control documentation. A sample liner quality assurance and
quality control plan has been prepared by 6ﬁe synthetic liner manufacturer,

EAM-NORTHEAST 3-90 631.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT3.0

R312656




Gundle Lining Systems, Inc., that addresses most of these requirements. A
copy of this plan has been included in this report as Appendix 11C.

Similarly, information on the technical specifications, including installation
methods, has been included for the synthetic liner materials (i.e., HDPE)
and for the composite liner materials (ie., HDPE and bentonite) used in
the modified conceptual liner design. This information, from Gundle
Lining Systems, Inc.,, is included as Append:x 11D (synthetic liner material)
and in Appendix 11E (composite liner matcnals). As previously stated, if
the actual liner materials and construction methods selected during final
design differ from that identified in the ﬁiodiﬁ_ed coﬁceptual liner design,
installation methods and quality assurance and qualify contfol procedures
pertaining to the material selected during final design would be submitted
to the USEPA for review and approval.

The regulations and Form 16R also reqﬁiréithﬁt a description of the
physical, chemical, mechanical and thermal properties for the proposed
primary and secondary liner be provided. As previously stated, the actual
liner material to be used in fhe on-site containment cell would be
identified during final design. An example of the type of liner material
considered during the preparation of the FS and in the development of the
modified conceptual liner design (Appendix 11B) is included in this report.
Appendix 11F contains a description of the synthetic HDPE liner material
manufactured by Gundle Lining Systems, Inc. This material is equal to the
material considered for use in the FS and the modified conceptual liner
design shown in Appendix 11B for the prima:ry liner. Appendix 11G
contains a description of the phys1cal propemes of the bentonite and
HDPE composite liner material manufactured by Gundle Lining Systems,
Inc. This material is equal to the material considered for use in the
modified conceptual liner design shown in Appendix 11B for the secondary
liner.
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3.1.14

3.1.14.1

The regulations also require that liner material be tested for compatibility
with waste material. The waste material to be placed in the on-site
containment cell is stabilized Site material. The composition of this
material is known, based on informatibn,developed during the RI and the
Stabilization Treatability Study. When the liner materials to be used are
selected during the final design, they will be tested for compatibility with
stabilized Site material. The compatibility testing procedures to be used
are those defined in USEPA Méthod 9090 (Compatibiﬁty Testing for
Waste and Membrane Liners). Table 7-6 of the USEPA guidance manual
Handbook: Remedial Action at Waste Disposal Sites (Revised)
(EPA/625/6-85/006) states that HDPE displays good resistance to oils and
chemicals, weathering and high temperatures.

§ 288.422  Areas Where Class I Residual Waste Landfills Are Prohibited

This section of the PA Residual Waste Management Regulations sets forth
what are referred to as "Oh Criteria” These items are relied upon by
PADER in making decisions regarding the suitability of a location for a
residual waste landfill. There are 12 speciﬁcj items which are part of this
section of the regulations which address geographic or physical features of
the proposed location as a means of asseésiﬁg potential impact to the
public or the environment. These 12 items, along with there subsections,

are described in the following evaluation.
Evaluation

The PADER Form which aprie._s to thls éeéﬁén of the PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations is Form D. A completed copy of this form is
contained in Appendix 12. This éVélué.ﬁfBﬁEbrrespbnds to the individual

sections of the regulations as well as the information request in Form D.
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100 Year Floodplain

The entire Site is outside the 100-year floodplain. Appendix 12A contains a
portion of the floodplain map from Foster Township which shows the
relationship of the Site to the 100-year floodplain.

Within 300 Feet of an Exceptional Value Wetland

Exceptional value wetlands are defined in Title 25 of the Pennsylvania
Code , Environmental Resources, Chapter 105 § 105.17. Based on a review

of the definition of exceptional value Wetlaﬁds, it can be concluded that;

1) there are no wetlands at the Site within 300 feet of either of the
proposed on-site containment cells which serve as a habitat for
threatened or endangered species (see section 3.1.1.7 Evaluation,
Wetlands).

2) there are no wetlands at the Site within 300 feet of either of the
proposed on-site containment cells which are hydraulically
connected to or located within one-half mile of other wetlands
which serve as a habitat for threatened or endangered species (see
Plate 1, section 3.1.1.1 Evaluation, Wétlauds, and the National
Wetlands Inventory Map in Appendix 1D).

3) there are no wetlands at the Site within 300 feét of either of the
proposed on-site containment cells which are located in or along the
floodplain of a reach of the wild trout stream or waters listed as
exceptional value under éhéptef 93 (sée seétion 3111 Evaluation,
Special Protection Watersheds). Sanciy Run Drainage basin is not
classified as exceptionai value. Additionally, there are no wetlands at
the Site within 300 feet of either of the proposed on-site
containment cells which are located within the corridor of a water
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course or body of water that has been designated as a National wild

Or scenic river.

4) there are no wetlands at the Site within 300 feet of either of the
proposed on-site containment cells which are located along a public
or private drinking water source (see Plate 1 and 2).

5) there are no wetlands at the Site within 300 feet of either of the
proposed on-site containment cells which are within an area
designated as "natural” or "wild" areas within State forest or park
lands, Federal wilderness areas blﬁ 7 National natural landmarks (see
section 3.1.1.1 Evaluation, Recreational River Corridors and State
and Federal Forests and Parks and Appalachian Trail).

Within 100 feet of a Wetland Other th_an aﬁ Exceptional Value Wetland

As shown on Plate 1 and the National Wetlands Inventory Map and
discussed in the Expanded Wetlands Survey contained in Appendix 1D,
there were no wetlands located within 100 feet of either of the proposed
on-site containment cells. -

Coal Bearing Areas Underlain By Recoverable Coal

As discussed in section 3.1.1.1 Evaluatfon, Inactive Wells, Mines, etc.
within One-quarter Mﬂe and section 3.1.12 Mii?eral Deposits Information,
the Site is not underlain by reco§erable coal. There are inactive coal mines
in the area, but these deposits do not immediately underlie the Site.
Figures illustrating the regional _subsurfacérrcgionalr geology are contained
in Appendix 5A and Appendix 6A. | |
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Potential to Eliminate, Pollute aiid/or Desfrov a Perennial Stream

The surface water body which drains the Site, including the two areas
where an on-site containment cell may be constructed, is Mill Hopper
Creek. This surface water body is seasonal, not perennial.

The construction of an on-site containment tccll at either of the two
locations would not eliminate of destroy Mill Hopper Creek. Furthermore,
once the stabilized materials are place in the lined containment cell and an
impermeable cover is placed over the material, the closed cell will not
result in the contamination of surface water. In fact, storm water controls
will be incorporated inte the design of the .o-n-site containment cell to
convey storm water around the cover of the cell and into Mill Hopper
Creek.

Presence of Limestone or Carbonate Formations in Upper Geologic Unit

The regional and Site geology is discussed in section 3.1.7 Geology and
Groundwater Description. Also, specific information from the RI Report is
reproduced in Appéndix 6A and 6B. This data confirms that the region and
Site are not underlain by limestone or carbo;mte formations.

Furthermore, neither limestone or carbonaté fbrmatiohs have been mapped
at the Site by the PA Geological Survey. A copy of the portion of the

Pennsylvania geologic map is contained in Appendix 5D.

Within 300 Feet of an Occupied Dwelling |

As indicated on PADER Form D, the twc.; "pbséible locations for an on-site
containment cell are not within 300 feet of an occupied dwelling. Plate 2,
shows the nearest occupied dwelling to be greater than 300 feet from the
western edge of the on-site containment cell located in the shale pit which
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occupies an area that represents the maximum volume capacity design for

stabilized materials described in the FS Report.

The 300 foot radius surrounding the possible on-site containment cell in
the northeastern portion of the Site extends onto Hickory Hill property.
However, there are no constructed, let alone occupied dwellings, within this

radius.

Within 100 Feet of a Perennial Stream

Plate 2 shows that the 100 foot radii arouﬁd the two possible on-site
containment cell loi:atioms, which are siiéd for the maximum volume
capacity, do not enéompass a peremjial siream. In fiict, the nearest surface
water body is Mill Hopper Creek, whicﬁhr :c;;iﬁibits only seasonal flow.

Within 100 Feet of a Property Line

The locations of the two proposed on-site containment cells shown in Plate
2, which are sized for the maximum volume capac1ty, are positioned 100
feet from the Site property boundary There is also space to shift either
proposed cell further from the existing property line if it becomes

necessary.

Within 25 Feet of a"Coal Seam..CoaI Outcrdn or_Coal Refuse

The were no coal sez_lms, outcrops exhibiting coal or coal refuse piles
observed within 25 feet of either of the two proposed locations for an on-
site containment cell.
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Within One-Quarter Mile Upgradient and Within 300 Feet Downgradient

of a Public or Private Water Source

The two proposed on-site containment cells are not within one-quarter
mile upgradient of the potable supply wells in the area (see Plate 1).
Additionally, the two proposed on-sne contamment cells, which are sized
for the maximum volume capac1ty, are not w1thm 300 feet downgradient of

potable supply.

The direction of ground water flow in the shale pit area is southerly. (The
direction of ground water flow is illustrated on ﬁgﬁres contained in

Appendix 6D). Hence, the potential on-site containment cell at this

location is not one-quarter mile upgradient bf these potable supply.

Furthermore, the nearest residential well is greater than 300 feet from the
boundary of the proposed on-site contamment cell in the shale pit.

Therefore, to the extent this residence i 15 upgrad1ent, this cntena would be

met. A copy of a sketch map, prepared as part of a water distribution

inventory during the RI, wlnch shows the prox1m1ty of this residential well

on the property is provided in Appendlx 12B o S o

Receipt of Putrescible Waste-

The stabilized materials that will be placed m the ubn-s@te containment cell
are not putrescible waste (see section 3.-2.__'_1_-1Chemical Analysis of Waste).
The remaining portions of § 288 422 of _'t';iie PA Residual Waste
Management Regulatlons pertam to capt1ve fac111t1es which were either
permitted prior to July 4, 1992 or those facilities which the Department
determined had an administratively complete application by July 4,1992. In
such circumstances, certain waivers and/ or modifications to the

aforementioned oh criteria may be applicaﬁlé.
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There is additional information requested in PADER Form D. The
additional information requests are contained in section two of Form D
which is titled Environmental Assessment Criteria. Section two of Form D
is composed of two parts. Part One of section two of Form D evaluates
potential impacts by the facility on the environment and the public. Part
Two of section two in Form D requests information on the economic and
social considerations. Since the Site is a listed hazardous waste site, the
the social and economic considerations of oﬁe part of the entire remedy
are not substantive aspects of the ARARs In practical terms, the planned
remediation of the Site will likely improve the economic and social
environment in the area of the Site. Hexiee,;ﬁie foliowing narrative focuses
on Part One of section two in Form D,

Part one of section two of the PADER Form D is separated into an A and
B segment. The A segment requests an ana1y51s of the potential impact of a
proposed facility on the environment, pubhc health and public safety,
including: traffic; aesthetics, air quality stream flow, fish and wild life,
plants and aquatic habitat; threatened or endangered species; water uses;
and, land use. The B segment portion of Form D, section two, part one,
asks a series of 17 questions which relate foith_e general environmental
setting in which the proposed facﬂity will be constructed.

The items identified in segment A of PADER Form D, section two, part
one, are exactly the same as those identiﬁed in § 288.127 of the PA
Residual Waste Management Regulatlons A detailed description for each
of these items was a]:eady prowded in the evaluatlon portion of section
3.1.1 Environmental Assessment. Therefore, please refer to that section for
an analysis of potential impacts to these vanous areas which relate to an

on-site containment cell at the Slte

The 17 questions contained in segment B of PADER Form D, section two,
part one, expanded upon some of the information requests which were

T
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discussed in section 3.1.1 Environmental Assessment. Therefore, the "
Yes/No " box for each of these questions is completed in Form D (see

Appendix 12). In addition, a response to these 17 questions is provided

below.
Question # 1

As previously mentidhed, Mill Hopper Creék, which drains the Site, flows
into Sandy Run Creek. Sandy Run eventually drains into the Lehigh River.
The Lehigh River at the Luzerné/Carbon County line is an approved
scenic river. Sandy Run enters the Iehigh River at a point downstream of
the border of these two counties. Although it is not clear what defines a
"corridor" of river, the Mill Hopper Crgek-Shndy Run Creek-Lehigh River
surface drainage connection may be inferpreted o be a "corridor” of a
scenic river. Hence, the location of two pqssible on-site containment cells
would be within this corridor.

However, the circumstances surroundmg constructu)n of an on-site
containment cell at the Site would not adversely 1mpact surface waters
downstream of the umts (see evaluation portion of section 3.1.7
Environmental Assessment, Potential Impacts to Air and water Quality and
Stream Flow, and section 3L 10 Surface Water Infannatzan which describes

the current water quality at the Site and 1mmed1ately downstream).

Question # 2

As stated in the evaluation portion of section 3.1.1 Environmental
Assessment, Recreational River Corridors, there are no rivers designated IA
in Luzerne County. Furthermore, according to Terry Hoke, (Environmental
Planner, PADER Scenic Rivers Program) ‘thgr_e are no rivers in Luzerne
County under study or slated for“ éntry iﬁfo the National Wild and Scenic

Rivers System.
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Question # 3

Based on the State’s Official Transportation Map (see Appendix 1B), there
are no units of the National or State Park System within one mile of the
Site. Also, there are no State picnic areas within one mile of the Site (see
the evaluation portion of section 311 Eﬁl/ifonmental Assessment, State and
Federal Forests and Parks and Appalachlan Trail). The Recreational
Department at the Luzerne County Courthouse indicates that the only
county park is Moon Lake Park in Hemlock Creek. This is greater than
one mile from the Site. Likewise, recfeétibnal areas which the US Army
Corps of Engineers have authority over are greater than one mile from the
Site (Francis E. Walter Dam, located just north of Exit 35 of the PA
Turnpike Extension, on the Lehlgh R1ver, and Beltzville Lake at Exit 35 of
the PA Turnpike Extension).

The Allegheny National Forest is located in Elk County in the
northwestern corner of the State, significantly more than one mile from the
Site. -

Question ﬁ 4 o J L 4 . -

As mentioned in the evaluation portion of séction 3.1.1 Environmental
Assessment, State and Federal Forests and Parks and Appalachian Trail,
the Appalachian Trail is in excess of 15 m11es from the Site.

Question # 5

According to the US National Park Service, there are no National Natural
Landmarks within one mile of the Site. Additionally, according to the PA
Environmental Quality Board, Division of F{)réstry and PADER Bureau of
Forestry, Division of Forest Advisory Semces, there are no designated
natural areas or wild areas within one mile of the Site.
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Question # 6

The US Fish and Wildlife Service indicate that there is no wildlife refuge,
national fish hatchery or national environmental center within one mile of
the Site. In fact, none of the facilities which were identified by this
department are in Luzerne County or the adjacent Carbon County. Hence,
the proposed on-site contaim_:_ﬁent cell at the Site would not be in a

potential impact area of such a facility.

Question # 7

As part of the RI/FS Report entitled,rA Pl_lése 1A Archeological Survey of

the C&D Recycling Property, Foster Township, Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania, a background literature review was conducted and included

records at the PA State Museum (see the e‘}aluation portion of section
3.1.1 Environmental Assessment, Historic and Archeological Sites). This
review did not identify any historic properties owned By the PA State
Museum within one mile of the Site. N

Question # 8

The nearest property to the Site which is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places is the Eckley Miners’ Village. This registered location is in
excess of two miles from the Site. An opiniph of eligibﬂity for inclusion in
the National Register was submitted by the State Historic Preservation
Officer for a bridge southwest of the project area. However, this bridge is

approximately one and one-half miles from the Site.

Question # 9

Most of these items were already cover.édrirlrlQuest‘i_on #3 for a distance of

one mile from the Site. Since there are no St_ate forest lands or
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proclamation boundary of the A]legheny ﬁaﬁ;ﬁél Forest within one-mile of
the Site, it follows these areas do not exist within one-quarter mile.
Similarly, there are no State Game Lands within 6;1e-qua.rter mile of the
Site (see the evaluation portion of section 3.1.1 Environmental Assessment,
State and Federal Forests and Parks and Appalachian Trail).

Question # 10

There were no habitats of rare, threatenéd Vor endangered species of plant
or animal identified during the ecological sﬁrvej conductéd at the Site.
Similarly, the PA Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) has no record of
special concerns in this area (see the evaluation portion of section 3.1.1
Environmental Assessment, Potential Impacts to Terrestrial and Aquatic

Flora and Fauna).
uestion # 11

The soil type at the Site is classified as_ cut and fill and/or Oquaga and
Lordstown channery silt loams. In the area of the shale pit, cut and fill is
the appropriate soil type designation. Hence, the area of the shale pit does
not exhibit soil types of the class I or II variety.

Conversely, the soil type in t]:{g area in the _northeasfern portion of the Site
is likely Oquaga Lordstown channery silt loams. The surface topography in
the northeastern portion of the Site indicates slopes greater than 10
percent. As indicated in Appendiﬁ, thé cé.péiﬁiﬁty subclass of this type of
soil at this slope is Ile. S '

Hence, the soil types at both poésible locations for an on-site containment
cell are not prime farmland (see the evaluation portion of section 3.1.1
Environmental Assessment, National Wildlife Refuges and Prime
Farmland). -
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Question # 12

As discussed in the evaluation portion of section 3.1.1 Environmental
Assessment, Special Protection watersheds, fhe Site lies within the Sandy
Run Drainage Basin which is designated a High Quality Cold-Water
Fishery. Since the entire basin carries this ,dﬁesignation,r and because Mill
Hopper Creek drains to Sandy Run Creek, Stdrm water from the Site will
enter this watershed. | |
Based on the existing data and conditions at the Site, the placement of
stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell will not adversely impact
the water shed. This is because surface water runoff during the
construction of on-site containment cell willipose less of a potential impact
than the excavation and stabilization activities of the planned remedy. The
planned surface water controls Which will be impleménted_ durmg the
remedy will provider the necessary protecﬁoﬁ to the watershed during
additional regrading or excavation activities associated with construction of

an on-site containment cell.

After the containment cell is closed a leaché;te collection system will ensure
further protection of the watershed whilé_, storm Water controls will convey
storm water around the cover. These_meqsur_es will be subsidized by post-
remedy surface quality monitoring which is fequired even if the stabilized
materials are removed off-site for disposal. Conseiluently, once the on-site
containment cell is closed, which will occur approximately 12 months from
the time construction begins, the potential for future imﬁacts to surface

water are extremely remote.

Question # 13

The construction of an on-site containment cell and maintenance after

closure will not result in increased peak discharge rates for storm water.
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Storm water controls will be necessary as part of remediation activities
associated with the excavation of soil and sediment from the Pond. These
same controls will be designed to manage storm water flow for the short-

term period of cell construction.

A storm water collection system will be iﬁéorporafed into the design of the
on-site containment cell. The basic components of the storm water |
coliection system were descnbed in sect10n 4.9.1 (e) of the FS Report.

These controls will be designed to maintain the current peak flow storm
water discharges from the on-site containment cell (eg. by terracing

diversion ditches) after the cover is placed on the unit.

Question # 14

The issue of traffic associated withrthérorrrl-;site containment cell is discussed
in the evaluation section of section 3.1.1 QQyjronmental Assessment,
Aesthetics and Potential Impacts Resultin;,; from Traffic. the excavation
and stabilization of contaminated materials will increase the traffic in the
area. A further increase in traffic wilI‘resﬁlt'if the stabilized materials are
brought off-site fo; glisposal. ”fhis is becau:sg over 2,000 more trucks, than
would be required by construction of an on-site containment cell at the
Site, would be needed for tran:sport.' Hencé,» constfuction of an on-site
containment cell eliminates the likelihood :of: excess traffic accidents and

possible associated with off-site transportation.
uestion # 15

The Site is located in a watershed and aquifer which provides both private
(residential well) water and public water. As indicated in the evaluation
portion of section 3 1.1.1 Environmental Assessment Water and Land Use,
the closest water supply which may constitute as a public supply is the

Maple Lane Trailer Park. The water supply at the trailer park is within one
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mile of the Site but is part of the Pond Creek Drainage Basin and
hydraulically upgradient of the Site. The White Haven Water Authority
maintains an emergency surface water reservoir within three miles of the
Site. This reservoir is within three miles northeast of the Site. It is also in
the Pond Creek Drainage Basin hydraﬁ]icaﬂy upgradient.

Based on the emstmg data, the placement of stablhzed materials in the on-
site containment cell will not adversely lmpact surface or ground water.
The technical basis for this conclusion has been prewously detailed in the
evaluation portion of section 3.1.1 Environmental Assessment . Also, the
evaluation portion of section 3.1.71 Aliémati've Water Supply presents a
detailed analysis of the existing water qqality conditions, potential future
impacts on the water supply and the reé.si&nimi{igation measures, beyond

compliance monitoring, are not necessary.
uestion # 16

There is no report for Luzerne County :ggarding the potential for
landslides, sinkhole and/or mine sqbsidence. However, since there are no

mines underlying th¢ Site, there is no potential for mine subsidence.

The potential for sinkhole to develop is also jremot_é given the composition
of the bedrock unit beneath the Site. As previously discussed, the Mauch
Chunk Formation is the geo]og'lc unit underlymg the Site and the adjacent
area. This formation is characterized as shale siltstone and fine to coarse
grained sandstone. The boring logs, core logs and geophysical logs (see
Appendix 6B) all indicate that the rbck géﬁeath the Site is fairly
competent, and not the type to whlch would be subject to sinkhole

development.

The risk of landslide is also remote since fhefe is only a thin soil cover

overlying the competent rock at most of the Site. At the two proposed
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locations for an on-site containment cell, landslide risks are even less
remote after construction, At the shale pit location, an existing depression
will be partially filled while if the area in the northeast portion of the Site
is selected, the cell will be constructed aftéf eiccavaﬁng into the ﬁpper rock

layer, : ' _ o

uestion # 17
The wetlands which are present at the Site and adjacent area are discussed
in the evaluation portlon of section Envzronmental Assessment, Wetlands.
Essentially, the wetlands closest to the Slte are immediately adjacent to
Mill Hopper Creek (0.5 to 1 foot of _,t_hjc__ ¢dge of the creek) and the Pond,
located south of the Site. The ecological significance of these wetlands are
also discussed in this section and in the _ueval;uation ﬁortiou of section 3.1.1.
Environmental Assessment, Potential Impactsr to Terrestrial and Aquatic
Flora and Fauna.

3.1.15 § 288.423  Minimum Requirements for Acceptable Waste

This section of the regulations prohibité the 'disposa.l of the folloiving waste
in a residual waste landfill: |

®  waste that is incoﬁipaﬁble‘ w11:h the liner system;

®  leachate from the waste is adequately treated;

e  waste may not interact with other waste such as to affect the
liner system;
bulk Hquid waste; 7 7

®  waste may not interact with other wasrté such as to endanger
public health, safety and welfare or the environment;

®  municipal or special handlmg waste

¢  RCRA hazardous waste (unless permitted by PADER); and

® TSCA waste.
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3.1.15.1

Evaluation

The following evaluation addresses the 1tems referred to in this section of
the regulations. The information required by this section of the regulations
is also outlined in é, specific form contéiﬁed in the PADER Industrial
Waste Landfill Permit Application. The form is de51gnated as Form R.
This form requests a narrative response and as a result, the form has not
been reproduced for this report. This sectxon, in addition to Sections
3.1.2.1 (Chemical Analy‘ﬂs of Waste) and 3. 1 3.1 (Waste Analysis Plan),
contain the majority of the information reg_uested in Form R. This

evaluation addresses each of the waste prohibitions listed above.

Waste and Liner Compatibility

The regulations prohibit waste or leachate that is not compatible with the
liner material to be used to construct the on-site containment cell. As
discussed in Section 3.1.13.1, the liner material to be used will be selected
during final design. A conceptual design ofi the liner system described in
Section 3.1.13.1 and presented in Appendix :11B identified HDPE and
bentonite as two of the materials to be ﬁsed in the construction of the
liner.

As discussed in Section 3.1.2.1 (Waste Generation), the only waste which
Remedial Alternative VI stated would be placed in the on-site containment
cell is the stabilized soil, ash and sediment frdm the Site. The
characteristics of stabilized Site material will depend on the characteristics
of the waste to be stabilized (i.e., soil, ash and sedlment) and the chemical
agents to be used to stabilized this matenal The composition of soil, ash
and sediment has been thoroughly addressed in the RI, as discussed in
Section 3.1.2.1. The composition of the stabilized material would depend
on the selection during final design of the stabilization agents to be used.
As discussed in Section 3.1.2.1, a Stabilization Treatability Study has
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identified portland cement aud a propnetary agent, IWI as two possible
stabilization agents for use at the Site.

Since final selection of the liner ma'teljié._ls' and the stabilization agents will
be completed during final design, compatibility testing of these materials is
not possible at this time. However, th"eiﬁjlrlg_de'sign will include testing to
determine the compatibility of the liner matena[ to be used in construction
and the final stabilization agent /waste m1xture The compatibility of liner
materials with the leachate from stablhzed Slte materials will also be
tested. As described in Section 3.1.13.1, Vthg_a compatibility testing defined in
the most recent edition of USEPA Method 9090 will be used to test liner
and waste/leachate compatibility.

Based on the existing information regaféing the liner materials that would
probably be used ($ee Appendﬁ ‘11Bj and fihe stabilization agent/waste
mixture (i.e., portland cement; see Stabilization Treatability Study), it is
likely that the waste to be placed in the bn-,site containment cell would be

compatible with the liner material to be selected during final design.

Generally, Site material primaﬁly contains i_norganic constituents, mostly
lead. The addition of portland cement primarily serves to raise the pH of
the mixture, forming insoluble and 1mmob11e metal hydroxides. This
material is compatlble with the HDPE and the bentonite materials
considered for use in constructing the liner. The pH of the leachate would
not impact the integrity of the HDPE, bentomte, stone or pipes (e.g.,
corrugated metal or PVC) materials considered for use in the modified

conceptual liner design for use in constructing the on-site containment cell.

Leachate Treatment

The regulations prohibit waste from placemént in a cell unless the leachate
is adequately treated. Leachate treatment is described in Section 3.1.17.1.
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The leachate treatment process propbsed in the FS for Remedial
Alternative VI is off-site transportatidn, tre?ﬁnent and disposal. Although
this section of the fegulatibns rédﬁjres_ fhaf either on-site treatment or off-
site transportation and disposal to a permitted publicly owned treatment
works be used to treat and dispose leachate, § 288.453 provides that off-site
treatment and disposal is permitted for the first three years following initial

discharge of leachate in the leachate collection and handling system.

The on-site containment cell proposed in Remedial alternative VI would
be constructed and closed within one year. It is unlikely that any
significant amount of leachate would be géﬁerated after closure. The on-
site containment cell would be constructed w1th a low permeable cover
which would prevent the infﬂtratibn of p:ecipitation into the waste and
leachate collection system. Furthermore, the stabilized materials would
probably contain stabilization agents that afe hygroscopic. As a result, very
little precipitation, if any, would enter the waste material and, due to the
probable chemical characteristics of the waste, even less water would be
able to leach through to the leachate collection system.

As discussed in Section 3.1.17.1, the uregﬁirement to use on-site treatment,
then, is not applicable to conditions at the Site. Since the on-site
containment cell would be closed well within the three year off-site
treatment period, the regulationé contained in § 288.452, which pertain to
operating facilities, are not applicable. Instead, the requirements stipulated
in § 288.182 and in § 288.292 régardiﬁg closﬁfe would be relevant and
appropriate since closure of the on-site contMent cell would occur
approximately one to two years beforé the end of the three period when
off-site leachate disposal is allowable. These closure regulations require
that a closure plan describing the measures selected for leachate collection
and treatment be provided. The final design plans for the on-site
containment cell will describe the off-site treatment methods to be used

during construction and the long-term maintenance plan (i.e., operation
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and maintenance plan) will describe the methods of monitoring for and
treating collected leachate. This plan will identify collection, transportation
and treatment of collected leachate as well as the leachate treatment

methods to be used after closure.
Waste Interaction

The regulations prohibit waste that would réact, combine or interact with
other waste to be disposed at the facility in a manner that could affect the
integrity of the liner system or to endangef Tpublic health, safety or welfare
or the environment. As discussed in Sggtipps 3.1.2.1 and 3.1.3.1, the waste
to be placed in the on-site containment cell is stabilized Site material. The
testing to be performed to m'on{for“th”ef beﬁ;ﬁrmance of the stabilization
process would also serve as ﬁie sampling to be performed in accordance
with the Waste Analysis Plan described in Section 3.1.3.1. The physical
properties and chemical composition of the waste, stabilized Site material,
is unlikely to vary to any measurable degree. The raw materials for the
process (i.e., soil, ash, sediment and stabilization agent) are similar in
chemical concentration and the addition of $tabilization agents would result

in a material with relatively similar physical properties.

Bulk Liquids

The regulations prohibit the disposal of bulk liquids in a residual waste
landfill. No bulk liquids will be placed in the on-site containment cell. As
previously stated, Remedial Alternative VI includes the placement of
stabilized soil, ash and sediment in the on-site containment cell. The
stabilized material would be tested using the Paint Filter Test to ensure

that not even free liquids would be present.
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Municipal or Special Handling Waste, ITCRKorTSCA Waste

The regulations prohibit municipal or special handling waste, RCRA waste
or TSCA waste from disposal in a re51dual ‘waste landfill fac111ty As
previously descnbed only stabilized Slte matenal would be placed in the
on-site containment cell. No municipal or spec1a1 handling waste, RCRA
or TSCA waste would be included m the material to be placed in the on-
site containment cell. As discussed in Section 3.1.2.1 (Hazardous Waste
Determination), the USEPA has concluded that Site material is RCRA
characteristic hazardous waste and that once the soil, ash and sediment is
stabilized, the hazardous waste charactenstlc would be removed and the

waste would no longer be hazardous pursuant to RCRA.

Finally, no concentrations of PCBs in excess of 50 ppm were detected in
any soil, ash or other sample collected from the Site or from adjacent off-
site areas during the RE. As a result, the disposal limitations stipulated in
TSCA do not apply to placement of stabilized Site material in the on-site

containment cell.

3.1.16 § 288.432  General Limitations
This section of the regulations defines the following general requirements:

Ground Water Isolation Distance Requirements. The regulations

require that minimum distances between the subbase and the

regional and seasonal high ground we,ter table be maintained.

2. Liner and Waste Location Reguirements. The regulations require
that minimum distances be mamtamed between the edge of the
liner and the waste, that a berm be constructed and that the edge of
the liner be marked.
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3.1.16.1

Evaluation

The following evaluation addresses the iterxjs referred to in this section of
the regulations. Speciﬁc information supporting this evaluation, some of
which was already completed as part of rfhe_:RI/I?S, is identified and
included as an appendix to _thisrr_eport.

Ground Water Isolation Distance Régilil"ements -

The regulations require that the foﬂo@g nﬁm’mum vertical distances be
maintained between the subbase and ground water:

L At least four feet shall be maintaiheci as a minimum isolation
distance between the top of the subbase of the liner system and the
seasonal high water table without the use of pumping. A drainage

system may be used to meet this four foot isolation distance.

2, For confined aquifers, at least eight feet should be maintained
between the top of the subbase of the liner system and one of the
following:

a)  the top of the confining layer; or 7 ”

b) the shallowest level beléw the ;bOttO]I!l of the subbase where
ground water occurs as a result of leakage from natural or

other preexisting causes.

The depth to ground water beneath the Si‘gelvaries as a result of the
changing topography. This is illustrated in Figure 3-26 of the RI Report
(see Appendix 6D). The chaﬁgiﬁg topography causes the depth of the
seasonal high ground water level in the northern part of the Site to range

from approximately 30 to 60 feet below grade (based on highest water level
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measurements at MW-7S and MW-8S). As ground water flows southerly,
the land surface slopes downward such that the seasonal high ground water

level near the center of the Site ranges from approximately 1 to 24 feet
below grade (based on the highest water lefrel measurements in MW-1S
and MW-9S). In fact, there is an arteéién well in the center of the Site
which flows during a portion of the year. | |

The location of the artesian well is shown in Plate 2. The artesian well is
located near the beginning of Mill Hopper Creek, approximately 400 feet
from the eastern edge of the proposed on—s;:,tg containment cell, which is

sized for the maximum volume capacity, in the shale pit.

Two north-south cross-sections depicting'the seasonal high ground water
levels are shown in Plate 3. The places whei'e the cross-sections encounter
a portion of either of the two possible on-site containment cells is also

noted in Plate 3.

Based on the information in Plate 3, tﬁe seasonal high ground water level
in the northeastern portion of the Site occxllié ata depth of approximately
60 feet below grade. Also, the descﬁptiﬁeilﬁgs of borings drilled in this
area (see Appendix 5C [Location Map] and ZAppéhdix 6C [Logs]) do not
indicate any mottling of the soils overlying the bedrock in this area. Hence,
the general limitations which apply to the distance between seasonal high
or regional ground water and subbase are met in this area without any
special subbase desi_gn. That is, the placemént_ of a six inch thick subbase
on bedrock in the northeast area (aproximét;:ly 8 to 9 nine feet beneath
ground surface; see test boring logs, FS Appendlx E) would maintain a
vertical isolation distance of apprbydmately 52 feet, well above the

minimum isolation distance of eight feet.

The projection of the seasonal high ground water surface across the shale
pit area in Plate 3 predicts that there should be a surface water body in the
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shale pit area during this period. Thxs préaiféted water table surface is
evident in the eastern end of the shale pit where ground water flows from
the artesian well and seeps occur at an éppiroximate surface elevation of
1642 feet , This eastern portion of thei'sﬁalei pit is where ground water from
the flowing artesian well and the seeps qonéﬁifﬁte the headwaters of Mill
Hopper Creek. The approximate area of thésAé’ héédwaters were defined
during the extended wetlands survey corﬁplé.ted after the ERA (see
Appendix 1D). However, the base of the shale pit becomes dryer to the
west of these headwaters. This indicates that as ground water flows south
into the area of the shale pit, the plunge in surface topography causes the
hydrostatic pressure in the shallow aquifer to be gféatg: than atmospheric
pressure, at periods of sea,s‘m.‘la‘l: h1gh grou;ld water levels. Consequently,
ground water seeps out at the surface and flows from the artesian well in
the vicinity of the origin of Mill Hoppér Creek.

According to the Pennsylvania Residﬁal Wa§te Management Regulations,
an aquifer where the uppermost surface is at greater than atmospheric
pressure is a confined aquifer. As such, this section of the regulations
specify that there be at least eight feet between the top of the subbase of
the liner system and the shallowest level below the subbase where ground
water occurs as a result of leakage from natural or other pre-existing
causes. Since the ground Surface at the artesian well is approximately 1641
feet and the other ground Watelj seeps in thé vicinity of Mill Hopper Creek
occur in an area where the gimm_d surfaée é,lévation is approximately 1642
feet, special design considerations would be needed for the subbase of an

on-site containment cell located in the shale pit.

In order to maintain this mm1mum eight foﬁt isolation distance in the shale
pit area, additional fill would be placed in thls area to raise the elevation
of the top of the subbase to an elevation of 1650 feet. According to the
volume calculations presented in the: FS Appendix D (Capacity Analysis,

page 3 of 16), the capacity of the on-site containment cell from elevation
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1642 to 1650 feet is approximately 8,300 cull:niér yards. The final design will
specify the source of this ﬁ]lr material and the physical properties of this fill
material that would be needed to meet the technical requirements
stipulated in § 288.433. As described in Section 3.1.13.1 (Liner System
Design) and in Appendix 11B, a ground water drainage layer will also be
installed at the base of the shale pit area. Although not needed to meet
the minimum vertical distance from the top of the subbase to the regional
or seasonal high ground water table, ﬂ']lS ground water drainage layer will
be included in the on-site contamment, cell liner design for the shale pit

area as an additional protective measure.

Liner and Waste Location Requirements
The regulations require that the follovﬁng criteria be complied with:
1. Waste must not be piaée;i within 15 feet of the edge of the liner.

2. A lined berm at least four feet high shall be constructed and
maintained along the edge of the ]mer to prevent the lateral

migration of leachate.

3. The edge of the liner shall be clearly marked.

Additional requirements of this sectlon of the regulatlons apply to the
placement of additional hner (e. B for a land.ﬁll expansion) and are not
applicable or relevant and appropnate to the construction of the on-site
containment cell. The regulatory requirements listed above refer to issues
that would be resolved during the final design of Remedial Alternative VI

The final design of the on-site containment cell component of Remedial
Alternative VI would specify that waste would not be placed within 15 feet
of the edge of the liner. The lined berm to prevelit the horizontal
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migration of leachate may not be needed for the construction of the on-site
containment cell. The overall dimensions of the on-site containment cell,
whether it is located in the shale pit or the northeast area, is relatively
small compared to the dimensions of the commercial residual waste
landfills which are the primary focus of :the'rogula_tioos. Depending on the
sequence of construction to be ldétermiﬁ'ed';iﬁﬁng final design, the on-site
containment cell may be constructed by installing the entire liner system
prior to the placement of the mmal layer of stabﬂxzed Site material. In
this case, the sloped penmeter of the on-51te containment cell liner will be
installed before waste is placed and will serve as the lined berm controlling
horizontal migration, if any, of leachate from stabilized Site material to be
placed in the on-s1te containment cell. If the final design does not call for
the entire liner to be installed before the 1111t1a1 level of waste is placed,
then the final design will include a requlrement to install a four foot high
lined berm to control the potentlal honzontal nugratlon of leachate from
stabilized materials, if any.

Final details on liner construction, placement of waste relative to the edge
of the liner and marking of the liner edge, all in compliance with this
section of the regulations, will be provided in the final design.

3.1.17 § 288.452  Basic Treatment Methods
This section of the regulations require that leachate be collected and
handled: (1) by direct discharge into a perm_it_tod_ publicly owned treatment
works; (2) by on—sito treatment and disf:héfg?e into a receiving stream; or
(3) by spray irrigation following treatment. However, § 288.453 provides
that for the first three years following initial discharge of leachate into the
collection and handling system, leachate ma)} be handled by vehicular
transportation to, an off-site treétment'&fécili{y.‘ The landfill must operate a
leachate treatment plant within three years following the discharge of

leachate in the collection and handﬁﬁg systéin.
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3.1.17.1

Evaluation

The following evaluation addresses the leachate treatment requirements
referred to in this section of the regulationﬁ. The information required by
this section of the regulations is also outlined in a specific form contained
in the PADER Industrial Waste Landfill Penmt Application. The form is
designated as Form 17R. As described below, however, this section of the
regulations will not apply to the on-site containment cell since it would be
constructed, filled and closed in approxixhaf_ély one year. Since the -
regulations permit off-site treatment anci disposal 6f accumulated leachate
for up to three years, and the réquirements.in § 288.453 only apply to
operating and not closed facilities, the on-site containment cell will not be
in operation long enough to reqmre dn'ect d1scharge to a publicly owned
treatment works, direct discharge to a receiving stream (after treatment) or
spray irrigation. The requirements fo;' leac];ate treatment other than for
the first year of construction, filling and cIoSur,e,r will be addressed in a

closure plan to be submitted at tijé_comljlet'ion of final design.

The on-site containment ceH;'pr0pbsed'ﬁ Rémédial Alternative VI will be
constructed and closed within one year. It is uhh'kely that any significant
amount of leachate would be generated raftér closure. The on-site
containment cell would be constructed with a low permeable cover which
would prevent the infiltration of prempltatlon into the waste and leachate
collection system. Furthermore, the stabﬂlzed matenals would probably
contain stabilization agents that are hygroscoplc As a result, very little
precipitation, if any, would enter the waste material and, due to the
probable chemical characteristics of the waste, even less water will be able

to leach through to the Ieachate collection system.

As discussed in Section 3.1.15.1, the requirement to use on-site treatment,
then, is not applicable to conditions at the Site. Since the on-site

containment cell would be closed well within the three year off-site
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treatment period, the regulations cbntaiﬁédfi_ﬁi § ":288.452, which pertain to |
operating facilities, are not applicable. InStead, the requirements stipulated
in § 288.182 and in § 288.292 regardiﬁg closure would be relevant and
appropriate since closure of the on-site contamment cell will occur
approximately one 0 two years before the end of the three period when
off-site leachate disposal is allowable. These closure regulations require
that a closure plan descrlbmg the measures selected for leachate collection
and treatment be provided. The final des1gn plans for the on-site
containment cell will describe the off-site treatment methods to be used
during construction and the long-term maintenance plan (i.e., operation
and maintenance plan) and will descnbe the methods of monitoring for
and treating collected leachate. Th15 Qlan w111 identify collection,
transportation and treatment of collected leachate as the leachate

treatment methods to be used after closure.
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4.0

4.1

EVALUATION OF COST e e

This section presents the cost estiméteé fér Remedial Alternative VI (On-
site Containment Cell). Two costs were estimated for Remedial
Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell) based on locating the on-site
containment cell component of this alternauve in either the northeast area
or in the shale pit area. The cost estimates for Remedial Alternative VI
(On-site Containment Cell) ranged from approximately $6.1 million for the
shale pit area to apprommately $74 mllhon for the northeast area. Thisis =
approximately 40 to 50 percent less than the cost of Remedial Alternative
V (Off-site Disposal). Cost is one of the five primary balancing criteria
identified in the NCP for use in selecting a remedy. The NCP states that

each remedial action selected in a ROD shall be cost-effective.

Section 4.1 presents the cost estlmates mcludmg assumptions, for
Remedial Alternative VI (On-51te Contamment Cell) for the northeast and
the shale pit areas. Section 4.2 contains a cost-effective evaluation of
Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell), including a
comparison to the cost estimated for Remedial Alternative V (Off-site

Disposal).
COST ESTIMATES FOR REMEDIAL ALTERNATIVE VI

A key element of Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell) is
the placement of stabilized Site material in an on-site containment cell.
Two areas of the Site were evaluated for use as the location of an on-site

containment cell: the northeast area and the shale pit area.

Cost estimates for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell)
were initially presented in the FS based on a conceptual design of an on-
site containment cell located in the shale plt area. The FS also identified

and evaluated the feasibility of locating the on-site containment cell in the
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northeast area of the Site. H0wever; tiié FS only rpresented cost estimates
for the shale pit area. As discussed in Section 3.0 of this report, other

. areas of the Site could be considered for use in constructing the on-site
containment cell. Hence, Section 3.0 evaluated both the northeast area
and the shale pit area for compliance with the PADER residual waste
landfill regulatioﬁsQ The NCP requires that the cost of a remedy also be
evaluated as one of the five primary balancing criteria to be used in
selecting a remedy. The cost for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) for the northeast and the shale pit areas were estimated
in order to perform this evaluation. 'I'he results (costs) and the factors
used to estimate these costs are presented below.

.

Costs

The costs for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell) were
estimated based on the factors described below. The capital costs, annual
operation and maintenance (O&M) cojsgs_dand the total present worth costs
. of this alternative were estimated for the northeast and the shale pit area.
In accordance with the cost estimating guideljnes presented in Guidance
for Conducting Remedial Investigations and Feasibility Studies Under
CERCLA (EPA/540/6-89/004; October 1988) and to be consistent with
the cost estimates presented in the FS and the ROD, the costs presented
here include a S50 percent additional cost factor. This 50 percent additional
cost factor reflects the folld“ﬁng: mobilization, site preparation and
demobilization (10 percent); engineering ﬂeéign and construction oversight

(15 percent); and contingency (25 percent). The results are as follows:

Estimated Costs for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell):
A, Northeast Area On-site Containment Cell:

Capital Costs = S $6,996,000
Total Present Worth, O&M Costs = $429.300
. Total Present Worth, All Costs, Northeast Area = $7,425,300
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B. Shale Pit Area On-site Containment Cell:

Capital Costs == -~ -~ - , $5,702,450
Total Present Worth, O&M Costs = ~ $410,440

Total Present Worth, All Costs, Shale Pit Area = $6,112,890

A detailed description of these costs is pfeseﬁted in Appendix 13. The
total annual O&M cost for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment
Cell) based on the use of the shale pit area would be approximately
$34,820. The total annual O&M cost for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment_Cell) based on the use of the northeast area would be
approximately $36,420. These costs reflect the work required to stabilize
soil containing lead in concentrations greﬁter than 500 ppm and other Site
material and placement in either the northeast or the shale pit area. Other
factors used to develop these cost estimates are presented below. Section
4.2 contains an evaluation of these costs with respect to Remedial
Alternative V (Off-site Disposal), the alternative ci)_nditionally selected in
the ROD.

Factors Used in Estimating Costs for Remedial Alternative VI

The costs presented above for Rémedial Alterhative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) reflect changes to the design of the on-site containment
cell as initially presented in the FS, including changes in cleanup levels
stated in the ROD and modifications to the design to more clearly address
certain requirements in the PADER,residual waste landfill regulations.
These changes, described in Sections 4.1.1 to 4.1.7, are summarized as
follows: |
1 The FS design of the on-site coﬁta.inment cell was based on a |
quantity of soil to be remediated calculated using a proposed 1,000
ppm lead cleanup level for on-51te 5011 ThlS lead cleanup level was
revised in the ROD to 500 ppm, resultmg in an increase in the

amount of soil to be remediated.
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The cost of the on-site containment cell presented in the FS was
based on the maximum capacity avajlé.ble in the shale pit area on-
site containment cell for the placement of stabilized Site material.
The cost of Remedial ;Altema;iyé V (Off-site Disposal), however,
was based on the quantity of Site material to be stabilized, which is
significantly less than the maximum capacity of the shale pit on-site
containment cell. In order to perform a more equitable comparison
to the cost of Remedial Alternatwe \% (Off-51te Disposal), the on-
site containment cell costs were rey;sed to r_eﬂect the cost of an on-
site containment cell sized to hoqd_lé _ther volume of stabilized Site
material used to estimate the cost of Remedial Alternative V (Off-
site Disposal). This approach was used for the casts for the shale

pit area and for the northeast area.

The costs presented in the FS for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) were based on the use of the shale pit area only.
Separate costs are pre_sento_d ﬁheroffor Reme(iiql_ Alternative VI (On-
site Containment Cell) based on the use of the shale pit area and on

the use of the northeast area.

The design of the on-site contaimﬁeflt cell in the shale pit area was
revised to increase the 1solat1on dlstance beneath the top of the

subbase and ground water.

The FS used an overly conservative assumption that the volume of
stabilized Site material would incréase by ten percent due to the
addition of stablhzatlon agents. Although the weight of stabilized
Site material would increase by ten percent, the Stabilization
Treatability Study demonstrated that the volume of Site material

after stabilization would remain the same oT possﬂ)Iy even decrease.
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4.1.1

4.1.2

6. Unit costs were revised to feﬂe;':t-s'light cilanges in the cost of

certain cell components such as soil and drainage sand.

7. The liner system for the on-site containment cell presented in the
FS was revised to more cleaﬂy demonstrate compliance with
PADER ré’sidual waste regﬁiétibn_'si.”;]?or example, the cost of piping
systems and manholes for the leachate collection and the leachate
detection zones were included in the costs presented here for the

on-site containment cell.

.Cost Adjustment: Revised Lead Cleanuﬁ Lévél (SQO ppm)

The FS proposed a lead cleanup level of 1,@00 ppm for 6n-site soil and
estimated that approximately 18,500 cubic yards of soil would require
remediation (a to;tal of 20,585 cubic yards of Site material, including soil,
ash and sediment). However, the ROD selected a lead cleanup level of
500 ppm for on-site soil. As discussed in Section 3.0 (Weight and/or
Volume of Waste), the amount of soil to be remediated to meet this
revised lead cleanup level was estimated to be approximately 26,300 cubic
yards (a total of 28,400 cubic yards, including soil, ash and sediment). As a
result, the design of the on-site containment cell presented in this report
was evaluated for its capacity to handle the revised quantity of Site
material (28,400 cubic yards) to be stabilized and placed in the cell. This

capacity analysis is described in Section 4.1.2.
Cost Adjustment: Appropriate Capacity Basis

The evaluation of the on-site containment cell presented in the FS focused
on the shale pit area. The maximum capacity of the shale pit area to
contain stabilized material was determined in the FS based on the use of
the entire western half of the shale pit as the location of the cell. The

maximum capacity of this area for the placement of stabilized material was
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determined in the FS (Section 4.9.1 () of the FS) to be approximately
59,400 cubic yards. If this were adjusted to reflect the increase in the
thickness of the subbase described in Section 4.1.4 of this report, the
maximum capacity of the shale pit area would be 53,400 cubic yards. The
FS concluded that this was more capacity than would be needed for the
placement of the stabilized material. The FS stated that the ". .Temaining
excess capacity of the shale pit can be reduced by decreasing the east-west
dimensions of..." the on-site containment cell. However the estimated
costs to construct the on-site containment cell in the shale pit area, as
presented in the FS (Appendix F), were based on the maximum capacity of
59,400 cubic yards. - |

This is a conservative approach to est1mate the cost of Remedial
Alternative VI (On—sue Contamment Cell) since the cost for Remedial
Alternative V (Off-site Disposal) presented in the FS was based on the
quantity of stabilized material to be remedlated (i.e., 20,585 cubic yards),
not the maximum quantity of stabilized material that could be placed in
the shale pit area (i.e., 59,400 cubic yards). In order to provide an equal
basis with which to compare Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) with Remedial Al:te;niative V (Off-site Disposal), the
costs for Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell) were revised
to reflect waste quantities and not maximum capacities. This cost
sensitivity analysis (see Section 6.2.3.7, Guidance for Conducting Remedial
Investigations and Feasibility Studies Under CERCI.A) is designed to

address the effects of varying waste quantities on remedial alternative costs.

The dimensions of the on-site containment cell for the northeast and for
the shale pit areas were refined lfrp_rrn‘ ‘;hoee shown in Plates 1 and 2 and
discussed in Section 3.0. The overall hoﬁzontal and vertical dimensions of
the cells were reduced to more closely approximate the volume that would
be needed to contain stabilized Site material (ie., approxmlately 28,400

cubic yards, as presented in the ROD for the 500 ppm lead cleanup level
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for om-site soil). The dimensions of the base or footprint of each cell was
reduced and the slope of the final cover was increased. As presented in
the work sheets contained in Appenduc 13A, the dimensions of the shale
pit, sized to contain stabilized Site matenal and not the maximum available

capacity, would be as follows:

east-west length: | o " approximately 300 feet

north-south width (at top of erﬁbo:nk__ihent):_ approximately 177 feet

height at center: . . approximately 25 feet
A north-south cross-section of the re{fiseci shale pit on-site containment cell
is presented in the work sheets contained in Appendix 13A. The total
available capac1ty of this conf1gurat10n would be approximately 36,580
cubic yards. This does not include the approximately 8,300 cubic yards of
capacity in the shale pit that would be ﬁszedrto construct the subbase to an
elevation of 1650, as discussed in Seetrior‘li 4.14. Approximately 6,880 cubic
yards of material would be needed to construct the 3.5 foot thick liner
system described in Section 4.1.7, leaving‘ approximately 29,700 cubic yards
(i.e., 36,580 - 6,880) for the placement of;swtjeroilized Site materials. The
final cover for the shale pit cell would be placed over the stabilized
material and would not occupy available eapaeity. As described in Section
4.1.5, only 28,400 cubic yards of capacity rNould be needed for the |
placement of stabilized material. This would leave approximately 1,300
cubic yards of excess capacity. By contrast,ﬁthe shale pit on-site
containment cell presented in the FS contained approximately 36,755 cubic

yards of excess capacity.

A similar analysis was performed for ti}é northeast area cell. The location
of the cell was moved slightly to the south and west, as shown in the work
sheets included in Attachment 13B. ThlS wotld increase the buffer zone
between the cell and the property line fro_n_l that shown in Plates 1 and 2

and discussed in Section 3.0. As discussed in Section 3.1.14, the buffer
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zones shown in flates 1 and 2 for‘thé'c;;lr—éité‘ containment cell, sized to
reflect maximum capacity, cdmplies with -the criteria contained in § 288.422
of the PADER residual waste landfill reéulétions. This buffer zone was
increased in the cost estimate de,sign‘(‘i.e‘:.!, sized to meet estimated
quantities of stabilized material, not maximum capacity). As a result, the

increased buffer zone would provide additional protection.

The shape of the base or footprint of At.hei northeast area cell, as presented
in Appendix 13B, would be an isoscelesiti'iangle (i.e., two equal sides).
The length of the two equal sides wodld be approximately 500 feet; the
length of the third side would be apprbximately 700 feet. The area of the
base or footprint of the northeast cell Woiﬂd be approximately 122,500
square feet. The height of the cell, measured near the northern and
deepest part of the cell, would be approﬁmately 24 feet. The average
height of the cell (approximate depth of waste) would be approximately 12

feet.

The cell would be constructed by exqavating the soil and rock in this area
to create the base or footprint for thé cell. There is a maximum of
approximately four feet of soil in this area, as shown on the RI Figure 3-11.
All of this soil (i.e., approximately fouf feét) would be removed from the
northeast cell area in order to exposed the underlying bedrock. The
exposed bedrock would be exé:avat(—ed't(:) prov1de a stable foundation for the
base of the cell (see FS Appendix E, Geotechnical Report). Rock
excavation would begin at the southern base of the cell (i.e., the 700 foot
length) and continue north, reducing the slope from the existing 11 percent

grade to a maximum slope of approximatély S percent.

The liner system, stabilized material and final cover would then be placed
and the cell would be closed. The final slope of the cover would range
from the maximum 3 percent slope at the northern end of the cell to the

maximum 33 percent slope at the southern end. The final cover would
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conform to the general slope of the e)riéring ground surface. The total
capacity of this cell would be approximately 66,300 cubic yards. However,
approximately 31,800 cubic yards would be needed to construct the liner
system and the final cover. (Because of the slope of the northeast cell final
COVer, capacity would be used when the cover is installed.) This would
leave approximately 34,500 cubic yards'for waste placement. As discussed
in Section 4.1.5 , only 28,400 cubic yards of capacity would be needed for
the placement of stabilized Site material.r This would leave approximately
6,100 cubic yards of excess capacity in the northeast cell. By contrast, the
shale pit on-site contamment cell presented in the FS contained
approximately 36,755 cubic yards of excess capacity.

4.1.3 Cost Adjustment: Northeast Area

The cost estimates presented in the FS for Remedial Alternative VI (On-
site Containment Cell) were based on the use of the shale pit area only.
As discussed in Section 1.0 of this report,' the FS focus on the shale pit was
not meant to suggest the shale pit area was the only location on the Site
where an on-site containment cell could be placed. As part of the
information presented here, both the shale pit and the northeast areas
were evaluated. The cost of implementing Remedial Alternative VI (On-
site Containment Cell) using either the northeast area of the Site or the
shale pit area was estimated for this report to demonstrate the overall cost-

effectiveness of Remedial Alternative Vf:(On-sire Containment Cell).
4.1.4 Cost Adjustment: Shale Pit Subbase Modification

The PADER residual waste regulatlons requlre that a minimum isolation
distance be maintained between the top of the subbase and the seasonal
high and the regional ground water table As descnbed in Section 3.1.16,
General Limitations (Ground Water Isolatron D1stance Requirements), the

top of the subbase in the shale pit area would need to be at elevation 1650
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4.1.5

to comply with this requirement. This would require the placement of
approximately 8,300 cubic yards (from FS Appendix D, Capacity Analysis,
page 3 of 16) of permeable soil to this level. As a result, the cost of
placing 8,300 cubic yards of permeable sqil was included in the cost
estimate for the éhale pit area subbase. A system of perforated pipes (six
inch diameter, maximum distance of 100 feét) to be installed in the
subbase, although not needed to comply with these regulatory

requirements, was also included in this cost estimate.

As discussed in Section 3.1.16 (Ground Water Isolation Distance
Requirements), ground water occurs at a depth of approximately 60 feet in
the northeast area of the Site. As described above, a maximum depth of
24 feet of soil and rock would be excavated for the northeast area cell.
This would leave approximately 36 feet between ground water and the
bottom of the cell, well above the nummum isolation distance of 8 feet.

As a result, the subbase depth would need to be no more than the 6 inches

required by the PADER residual waste landfill regulations.
Cost Adjustment: Effect of Stabilization on Volume

The volume of stabilized Site material to be plé.ced in the on-site
containment cell was computed in the FS to consist of the volume of soil,
ash and sediment to be stabilized plus an additional ten percent volume
increase for stabilization agents. As discussed in Section 3.1.4, Facility
Plan (Weight and/or Volume of Waste), the Stabilization Treatability
Study (Appendix A of the FS) determined that the stabilization agent (i.c.,
portland cement) effective in jmmobilizing Site material did not result in
any increase in volume. Tables § and 9 of the Stabilization Treatability
Study (see Appendix 3A of this report) reborted that a ten percent addition
of portland cement actually results in a fhi‘eé percent decrease in soil
volume and a four percent decrease in ash volume. As a result, the

volume of stabilized Site material to be pIaced in the on-site containment
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4.1.6

cell is equal to the volume of Site material (i.e., not including stabilization
agents). As discussed in Section 3.1.4, Facility Plan (Weight and/or
Volume of Waste), the total volume of sf.abilized Site material to be placed
in the on-site containment cell based on an on-site lead cleanup level of

500 ppm is 28,358 cubic yards (approximately 28,400 cubic yards).

The weight of stabilized Site material to be disposed off-site, however,
would include the weight of stabilization agent (estimated as ten percent of
the weight of Site material). Since charg;s for off-site disposal are based
on weight (tons) and not volume, this does not affect the cost of Remedial
Alternative V (Off-site Disposal).

Cost Adjustment: Unit Costs
Potential changes in the unit costs for providing and installing on-site
containment cell liner and cover coriipbnénts was evaluated by a review of
recent bids for similar work performed i this region. A recent (1992) bid
submitted to and accepted by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection for the remediation of a landfill at a CERCLA
site in western New Jersey provided in.foir‘mationr on current unit prices for
soil, topsoil and permeable soil (drainageisa-nd). These costs were slightly
different from those used in the FS _(i.é.; 5011 and sand costs were higher
and topsoil costs were lower than those u$ed,i_n the FS). In addition, unit
costs were developed for items included in cost estimates presented here
but were not included in the FS. These umt costs are for the foilowing
items: (1) a compdsite secondéry liner‘ricdiisisting of HDPE and bentonite;
and (2) perforated piping and manhole sumps. The piping and manholes
were included in the cost of the leachate {:ollection and leachate detection
zones for the on-site containment cell. The unit costs used in the cost
estimates presented here and ;the so-ur‘cev 0f this information is presented in

the cost tables included in Appendix 13.

ERM-NORTHEAST o - 4-11  6381.002.03\C&DSTEV.RPT\SECT4.0

AR31269¢




4.1.7

4.2

Revised Liner System Design

The FS presented a conceptual design of a liner system that would be used
in the construction of an on-site containment cell. The PADER residual
waste landfill regulations describe requirements for five separate zones
comprising a liner system. The concepmel liner design presented in the FS
was modified for this subnussmn to 1dent1fy the components of the liner
system in terms of these five zones alfd to address the recent PADER
residual waste regulations. This II‘lOdlfled liner system design (see
Appendix 11B of this report for cross- section) was described in Section
3.1.13, Liner System and Leachate Collec’uon Plan (Lmer System Design).
This modified liner system design was used to estimate the cost, presented
earlier, of constructing the on-site containment cell in either the shale pit

area and in the northeast area.
COST EFFECTIVE EVALUATION

The total cost presented in the ROD for Remedial Alternative V, Off-site
Disposal, is approximately $12 million. The changes in cell design or unit
costs used in estimating the cost of Remedlal Alternative VI, On-site
Containment Cell (as discussed above) d1d not apply to the remedial
actions contained in Remedial Alternative V (Off-site Disposal). As a
result, the ROD cost for Remed1al Alternatlve v (Off-sne Disposal) of
approximately $12 million is a viable an_d accurate estimate of the cost of
off-site disposal.

This report focused its evaluation on two possible areas for construction of
an on-site containment cell. These two possible locations were in the
northeastern and the shale _pit areas of the Site. ‘The detailed evaluation in
this report resulted in certain changes to the design of the on-site
containment cells to address issues raised by USEPA and PADER and to

more clearly demonstrate compliance with the promulgated PADER
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Residual Waste Managemenf Regﬁlatidﬁ:s. Therefere, the total costs for
Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell), estimated based on
locating the on-site containment cell in either the northeast area or the

shale pit area, are as follows:

Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell),

northeast area, on-site containment cell = $7,425,300

Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Contamment Cell),
shale pit area, on-site contamment cell = $6,112,890

The cost of Remedial Alternative Vi,(Qﬁf;si‘ge Dispbsal) ranges from over
1.5 times (for the northeast area cell) to almost twiee (for the shale pit
area cell) the cost of Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell).
The NCP at 300.430(f)(1)(D) states that cost-effectiveness is determined by
evaluating three of the five balaﬁcing criteri_a: (1) long-term effectiveness
and permanence; (2) reduction of toxicity: mobility or volume through
treatment; and (3) short-term effectiveness. The NCP also states that a
remedy shall be cost-effective if its costs are proportlonal to its overall
effectiveness. The evaluation of these three balancing criteria presented in
the ROD concluded that 1mplementat10n of Remedial Alternative VI (On-
site Containment Cell) is more effective in meeting these criteria than is

implementation of Remedial Alternative V (Off-site Disposal).

With respect to long-term effecnveness and permanence the ROD states
that Remedial Alternative V (Off-sn:e Dlsposal) and Remedial Alternative
VI (On-site Containment Cell) presents the greatest reduction of the
overall risk posed by the Site since soil, ash and sediment would be
stabilized. However, the ROD also noted that Remedial Alternative V
(Off-site Disposal) may not be as effective in meeting this criteria for the

following reasons:
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1.  The off-site disposal facility (Remedial Alternative V, Off-site
Disposal) should have a liner both above and beneath the waste to
be as effective as the on-site containment cell. The ROD notes that
this is not a requirement of all non-hazardous waste landfills. The
ROD also states that the liner above and beneath the waste in the
on-site containment cell (Remedial Alternative VI, On-site
Containment Cell) best minimizes infiltration through the stabilized
Site material. The ROD concluded that the presence of a proper
liner system is only ensured in Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell). ;

2.  The ROD states that Remedial Alternative V (Off-site Disposal)
would only be as reliable as Remedial Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) if the opératorfof the off-site disposal facility
properly maintains the facility, separates the wastes by type to
ensure that co-disposal of sta]::ﬂ:i.ze:d Site material with waste which
may affect the stabilized material '(jioes not occur, and the integrity
of the stabﬂized material is not cofnpromised prior to final capping
of the facility. In Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment
Cell), the on-site containment cell would only contain similar waste

and would be capped immediately.

With respect to reductions in ‘mobilit’y; tomaty or volume, the ROD stated
that both Remedial Alternatives V (Off-site Disposal) and VI (On-site -
Containment Cell) included treatment Aus'i;ng stabilization of Site material,
thus reducing the mobility and toxicity of :chemicals in Site materials.
However, the ROD noted that Remedial _;Alternative VI (On-site
Containment Cell) is especially effective in preventing any potential for
waste to be de-stabilized, since Remedial Alternative VI (On-site~
Containment Cell) would easily prevent the possibility of co-disposal with
potential harmful waste. As discus_se_d above, co-disposal with potentially
harmful waste coﬁld occur if Remedial Afternati_ve V (Off-site Disposal)

were implemented.
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With respect to short-term effectiveness, ;he ROD states that Remedial
Alternative V (Off-site Disposal) is the only alternative which may cause
additional short-term impacts during implementation. The transportation
of stabilized Site material to an off-site disposal facility (Remedial
Alternative V, Off-site Disposal) would réquire over 2,000 trucks to enter
and leave the Site. The ROD noted that this would cause Remedial
Alternative V (Off-site Disposal) to géﬂéééﬁé'higher lé;cfels of air pollutants
than would Remedial Alterna;ivé Vi (Onfsite Containment Cell).

It is apparent, then, that Remedial Alternative VI (On-site Containment
Cell) is more effective in addressing thes§ three balancing criteria than is
Remedial Alternative V (Off-site D1sposal) Since the cost of Remedial
Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell), based on the use of the
northeast or the shale pit areas, is 40 to 50 percent less than the cost of
Remedial Alternative V (Off-site Disposal), it is clear that Remedial
Alternative VI (On-site Containment Cell) is significantly more cost-

effective than Remedial Alternative V (Off-site Disposal).
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5.0

5.1

SUMMARY EVALUATION AND CONCLUSION

This section briefly summarizes the elements of the more focused
evaluation of the construction of an on-site containment cell at the Site and
compares the on-site containment cell option to the remedy selected in the
ROD. This comparison highlights the issue of protection of human health

and the environment, compliance with ARARs and cost.

In addition, this section briefly discusses the State and Community
Acceptance criteria as they relate to the more focused evaluation and
eventual selection of a final remedy for the Site. This brief discussion is
based upon the NCP, detailed lnformatlon presented in this evaluation
report and elements of the responsiveness summary attached to the ROD.

Lastly, based on this technical and regulatory compliance evaluation, a
conclusion is reached regarding the placement of stabilized materials in an

on-site containment cell at the Site.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT,
COMPLIANCE WITH ARARs, AND COST

The protection of human health and environment is one of two threshold
criteria which must be met for a remedy to be selected at the Site. It has
already been established in the ROD that the remedial alternatives which
include either placement of stabilized material in an on-site containment
cell or removal for disposal off-site signiﬁcantly reduce or eliminate
potential environmental impacts by preventmg m1grat10n of contaminated
material from the Site (see ROD page 56) As mentioned in section 2.0,
the ROD indicates there is no difference in the level of protectlon of
human health or the environment between the placement of the stabilized

material in an on-site containment cell versus removal of this material off-
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site for disposal. Hence, this thféshold evaiuetipn criterion was equally

achieved by the on-site remedy.

The ROD Documentation of Significant Differences did not indicate any
change in the analysis or new data to sﬁgéest the placenient of stabilized
materials in an on-site containment cell was less protective of human
health and the environment. Furthermofe, this more focused evaluation
shows that the construcfuon of an on-sxte contamment cell at the Site
complies with those aspects of the PA Residual Waste Management
Regulations which pertain to the public health and safety. Consequently,
the two possible pfoposed ldcations of an on-site containment cell at the
Site which were considered in this evaluation Teport are equally, or more
protective of human health and the eﬁﬁfonment than the remedy which
would result in off-site disposal of stabilized materials.

The second threshold criterion which must be met in order for a remedy to
be selected is compliance with ARARs. The FS Report detailed a number
of ARARSs which pertain to the planned remedial activities at the Site.
These ARARSs were chemical-specific, locatlon specific and action-specific.
The evaluation of the remedial alternative Wh1ch involved placmg the
stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell incorporated procedures
which ensured compliance with both Federe.l and State ARARs. At the
time of the FS Report the PA Re51dua1 Waste Management Regulations
had not yet been promulgated Nevertheless the proposed PA Residual
Waste Management Regulations were identified in the FS Report as To Be
Considered (TBC) items when assessing compliance of the remedy

involving placement of stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell.

This more focused evaluation elaborates on the issue of compliance of an
on-site containment cell with the promulgafed, final PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations. (The sections of these final regulations which

are addressed in this evaluation report are essentially unchanged from the
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proposed regulations which were evaluated in the FS Report as TBC). This
report addresses the specific sections of the PA Residual Waste .
Management Regulations which were hlghhghted by USEPA and PADER

as requiring more elaboratlon

As a result of this more focused evaluation, the coﬁeeptual containment
cell design in the shale pit location was modified from what was presented
in the FS Report. Specifically, the thickness of the subbase, for a
containment cell constructed in the shale p1t, was increased to allay any
concerns regardmg minimum dlstance between the stabilized materials and
the seasonal high ground water. Addmonally, this more focused evaluation
of compliance with the State ARAR defined as the PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations shows that an alternative location at the Site can
also be used to construct an on-site containment cell. This location is in
the northeastern section of the Site. Although this area was considered in
the FS Report and found to be suitable for an on-site containment cell, it
did not undergo the same detailed evaluation in the FS Report as was
completed for the shale pit location.

A more focused evaluation of the sections of the PA Residual Waste
Management Regulations referenced by USEPA and PADER show that an
on-site containment cell complies with tl:us State ARAR.

The total cost presented in the ROD for the selected remedy (off-site
disposal) is approximately $12 million. This approximate $12 million

amount is a reliable estimate of the cost of off-site disposal.

This report focused its evaluation on two possible areas for construction of
an on-site containment cell. These two poSsible locations were in the
northeastern and the shale pit areas of the Site. The detailed evaluation in
this report resulted in certain changes to the design of the on-site
containment cell to address issues raised by: USEPA and PADER and to
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more clearly demonstrate comphance with the promulgated PADER
Residual Waste Management Regulatmns Therefore, the total costs for
Remedial Alternative VI (on-site containment), estimated based on
locating the on-site containment cell in either the northeast area or the

shale pit area, are as follows:

Remedial Alternauve V1,

northeast area, on-site contamment cell = $7,425,300

Remedial Alternatlve VI,
shale pit area, on-site contamment cell = $6,112,890

The cost of Remedial Alternative V (off-site disposal) ranges from over 1.5
times (for the northeast area cell) to almost twice (for the shale pit area
cell) the cost of Remedial Alternative VI (on-site containment). As
discussed in section 4.0, the NCP at 300.430(f)(1)(D) states that cost-
effectiveness is determined by evaluatmg three of the five balancing
criteria: (1) long-term effectiveness and perme_mence; (2) reduction of
toxicity, mobility or volume through treatment; and (3) short-term
effectiveness. The NCP also states that a remedy shall be cost-effective if
its costs are proportional to its overall Qﬁcdiveness. The evaluation of
these three balancing criteria presented m fhe ROD concluded that
implementation of Remedial Alternative VI (on-site containment) is more
effective in meeting these criteria than is iniplementation of Remedial
Alternative V. | | o

In summary, placement of stabilized material in an on-site containment cell
is consistent with the procedures to select a preferred alternative based on
the two threshold evaluation criteria as §et_fonh in the NCP. Furthermore,
it is apparent that the on-site containmcﬁt_ option is significantly more cost-

effective than removal of stabilized materials to an off-site location.
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5.2

STATE AND COMMUNITY ACCEPTANCE

These two evaluation items are modifying criteria under the NCP which
the USEPA considers after an official comment period on the proposed

plan.

The Documentation of Signiﬁcé.nt Differences in the ROD indicates that,
although there was no information which would preclude the placement of
stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania could not concur with the construction of a containment cell
until more information was provided regarding compliance with the PA
Residual Waste Management Regulations. In essence, this evaluation
report sets forth the more focused evaluation of how the proposed on-site
containment cell locations complies with the relevant sections of the PA
Residual Waste Management Regulations which were cited by USEPA and
PADER as requiring additional information.

The more focused evaluation of the relevant sections of the PA Residual
Waste Management Regulations providés the information which the State
needs to judge whether the on-site containment cell concept complies with
the aforementioned regulations. Additionaliy, this more focused evaluation
gives the USEPA a detailed analysis of the technical and regulatory aspects
of the on-site containment cell to ass15t in a’fur‘th.ér review of a final

remedy in accordance with the agency’s authoﬂty under CERCLA.

Certain members of the community who attended the public meeting on
the proposed plan and provided comments to the USEPA were opposed to
the placement of stabilized materials in an on-site containment cell. The
Documentation of Signiﬁcaﬁt differeﬁcés m the ROD mentions that the
community favored off-site disposal pf tﬁé stabilized materials.
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3.3

In the responsiveness summary in the ROD, the USEPA indicates that,
"Rejection of EPA’s proposed éltern;;ti%émby the publié is not in and of
itself a reason to change the remedy" (see response to question #4). This
response suggests that for the USEPA to change a remedy because of
public opposition, specific information to indicate that the remedy is not
removing the stabilized materials to an off-site disposal location just
transfers the stabilized materials to a different geographic location where
another community exists. That different geographic location may not be as
protective of human health and the e,nvi,ronﬁént énd, that community has

not yet been polled as to their accepté.ncé of the stabilized material.

It is unknown whefher the niore focﬁéed ev:ah-latidn in this document will
alter the impression which is currently held by certain members of the
community regarding the placement of stabilized material in an on-site
containment cell. Nevenhclcss; the additioﬁal informétion which is
provided in this document should assist all éommuhity members in a
further review of the on-site containment cell option. The expanded
evaluation of the on-site containment cell in this document goes beyond
the information contained in the FS.Report and tracks key provisions of
the PA Residual Waste Management Regulations which relate to potential

impacts to the public and envirbnmeﬁt. o
CONCLUSION

The more focused evaluation in this document conforms to the provisions
in the ROD which provided a 180 day time frame for a demonstration that
the on-site containment cell (Reﬁnedial Alternative VI) is eﬁluaﬂy or more
protective, complies with all ARARs and is icost effective. Furthermore,
this evaluation responds to the USEPA and PADER requests for

elaboration on specific sections of the PA Residual Waste Management
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Regulations as they pertain to construction of an on-site containment cell
at the Site.

This more focused evaluation included collection of additional information
which lead to modifications in some of the conceptual design components
of the on-site containment cell located in fhe shale pit. Additionally, this
evaluation shows that there is more than one suitable location at the Site

for construction of an on-site containment cell.

Based on the detailed evaluation presented in this document, the following

conclusions are drawn;

1)  placement of stabilized materials in an on-site
containment cell would be equally or more protective
of human health and the environment than removal of

these materials for off-site disposal:

2) the construction of an on-site disposal cell at the Site
- complies with the éﬁbsfantive aspects of the PA
- Residual Waste Management Regulations; and,
3)  the construction of an 6n-site containment cell at the
- Site is more cost—effecﬁve than removing the stabilized
material off-site for d'isp' osal. In fact, the on-site
remedy is 40 to S0 percent less than the off-site
disposal option.

In summary, this more focused evaluation of the technical and regulatory
compliance of an on-site containment cell at the Site should enable the
USEPA to make a determination that the ROD should be modified to

select the on-site remedy.
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